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For The Sunday-School Times. 
BETTER HOPES. 


BY ELIZABETH OAKES SMITH. 





There sure must be 

In some refulgent, far-off clime 
A place where we, 

Robbed and defrauded here in time, 
Shall garner there 

The fruitage of each sorrowing tear; 
More rich, more fair 

From the great wreck we suffered here. 
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HOW OLD? 


—_— 


BY THE REV. J. T. CRANE, D.D. 


ONVERSING one day with a friend 

who had lost several children, he men- 
tioned one of them, a little boy. How 
old was he? “If he had lived till the 
tenth of next month he would have been 
twenty-three years old, but he died at 
the age of four years.” My friend’s 
mother, too, was gone; how old was 
she? “If she had lived till next De- 
cember, she would have been eighty-nine 
years old, but she died nineteen years 
ago.” 

His way of stating the age of the lost 
ones struck me, at first, as curious. Why 
add the years which have elapsed since 
their departure? How deep was the 
feeling, or the thought, which underlay 
his method of statement I do not know; 
but there is a place in it for both feeling 
and thought. Why name a condition 
which now is impossible? Why say, 
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no. have been twenty-three years old? 
The soul still lives, and lives as really as 
if the body had not died. The soul, 
then, is twenty-three years old. In no 
sense, whatever, can we say that the 
nineteen years are lost. And so in re- 
gard to my friend’s mother, she is eighty- 
nine years old, though nineteen years 
have passed since dust turned to dust 
again. 

Nor can life in heaven be worth less 
than life on earth. These latter years 
must count. The society, the employ- 
ments, the joys above, are surely as good 
as those below. The mother spent three- 
score and ten years amid the joy and the 
sorrow, the good and the evils of earth. 
She has spent nineteen years where all 
is peace and joy. If these latter years 
had been passed on earth, they would 
have been a period of weariness and 
weakness, of pain, decay and sorrow, a 
toilsome journey among the shadows. 
Passed in heaven, they have been the 
best years of her existence. Nineteen 
years ago she underwent a wondrous 
transition. In an instant the gathering 
infirmities of age vanished. No more the 
furrowed brow, the dim eye, the dull ear, 
the bending form, the faltering step; all 
these were changed, and youth, strong, 
active, joyous, returned, never again to 


that if the child had not died, he would | 
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know the ravages of time. Yes; she is 


eighty- nine years old ; and the last nine- 
teen the best of all. 


In like manner, John Wesley is now 


| one hundred and seventy-two years old; 


and if Chrysostom is correct, St. Paul 
is eighteen hundred and seventy-three 
years old. Samuel the prophet is in the 
thirty-first century of his life, Moses in 
his thirty-fifth, and Noah in his forty- 
ninth. Adam, not Methuselah, is the 
oldest man, seeing that he is now near 
the close of his fifty-ninth century, while 
Methuselah is six hundred and eighty- 
nine years younger. Are the periods 
which we thus count as part of life ima- 
ginary, unreal? Nay, they are the only 
part free from error, deception and ur- 
reality. 

In the light of this truth, how valueless 
the riches of earth, its honors and its 
pleasures. How small appears the most 
magnificent earthly success. The first 
Napoleon was Emperor of France ten 
years, but lost his crown fifty-four years 
ago. Czsar was master of Rome four 
years, but since then has passed through 
a period of duration which the chronology 
of this world calls more than nineteen 
hundred years. And all through this 
period of almost two thousand years he 
cares no more for the shouts of the’ ap- 
plauding Roman crowd, or the resolu- 
tions of the obsequious Roman senate, 
than for the dagger of Brutus. Crcesus 




















pleasures or the pains of our infancy, un- 
less they have in some way affected for 
good or evil the years which have fol- 
lowed. So the time will come when the 
whole of the present life will drift away 
into the remote past, and dwindle as it 
drifts; and its joys and sorrows, its plea- 
sure and pain, its successes and defeats, 
be of no account to us, except where they 
are of such a nature as to throw a light 
or a shadow upon the endless years 
which are to follow. 
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CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN. 


BY W. B. JORDAN. 


HE gospel of Christ is emphatically 

a working gospel. It not only in- 

cludes workingmen in its blessed pro- 

visions, but it likewise teaches work and 

condemns idleness. Christianity was 

never designed to produce a race of lazy 
hermits. 

When “the love of the world” and 
the “‘ desire for filthy lucre” are unspar- 
ingly condemned by the clergy, they are 
not always as clear as they might be to 
discriminate between lawful industry and 
accumulation and an inordinate love of 
gain. We doubt the piety of those who are 
always condemning busy successful peo- 
ple for their worldly-mindedness, and in- 
dulging in much self-praise, because of 
their own indifference to “ the world and 
its fashions,” when the truth is they are 
too indolent to succeed in anything good, 
and are active only in jealousy and de- 
nunciation of their more stirring and 
sturdy neighbors. Such people are not 
usually forward in building churches, 
supporting Sunday-schools, or helping 
any benevolent enterprise ; although we 
have known a number of cases where 
these persons have so far overcome their 
scruples as to cheerfully partake of, and 
deliberately appropriate the benefits that 
their more industrious neighbors had 
provided. 

A busy, active life in a legitimate call- 
ing is not incompatible with true Chris- 
tianity. And nowhere can the Word of 
God be justly brought to prove that a 
life of idleness is either commended or 
commanded as an element of true piety. 
Jesus of Nazareth was certainly not a 
“gentleman of leisure ;” nor was Paul, 
nor any of the apostles. And we unhesi- 
tatingly give it as our opinion, that the 
most useful and influential class of men 
in the Lord’s vineyard are the true Chris- 
tian business men of the land. We would 
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not speak a derogatory word of the min- 
istry as a class: but it is a fact that much 
of their influence is neutralized on the 
ground of professionalism. People often 
say in reference to their best efforts, “Oh, 
well, that is his trade; he is paid to do 
that thing.” “That is his calling, and 
he wants to succeed in it,” and so on. 
Of course we neither endorse nor com- 
mend such a wrong estimate upon the 
labora of the clergy; but is it not too 
much the fact? 

The Christian business man, if truly 
imbued with the Spirit of Christ, has 
vast opportunities in his every day con- 
tact with society to preach the gospel, 
both by precept and example, devoid of 
the professionalism that clings to the 
clergyman in the minds of many. 

The honest, upright, enterprising mer- 

chant who loves Jesus is indeed a 
prince in Israel, Itis a blessing to the 
world when such men make money ; be- 
cause they teach the world a better way 
to spend it than do those who have no 
fear of God before their eyes. They are 
never too busy to neglect the family altar, 
the prayer-meeting and Sunday-school. 
They are the bone and sinew of every be- 
nevolent enterprise; and their influence is 
to elevate the tone of business morals, 
and give it higher aspirations than mere 
dollars and cents, as well as to keep mov- 
ing the great work of the gospel. We in- 
clude in the class of Christian business 
men those hardy toilers of the furnace, 
the anvil, the bench, and the shop. 
What does God care whether a man’s 
hand is hard and horny with honest toil, 
or pale and soft on account of more men- 
tal than muscular exercise, if only the 
head, the heart, the hands are sanctified 
by the grace of God to honest industry 
and holy living? “Greasy mechanics and 
clodhoppers” (as the fuss-and-feather 
fraternity call them), whose active Chris- 
tian lives are like the beautiful sunshine 
which warms and purifies wherever it 
goes, are to-day doing more real, effect- 
ive work for the kingdom of Christ than 
many a learned drone who is whining 
out the gospel in wilting tones and 
“drawing” little else than his pay. 

It is the workingman of the land that 
God looks to to carry on his great work 
in the world. We need the inspiration 
in God’s work that the active brains 
and stirring limbs of these busy Chris- 
tian people can give us. Every minister 
needs the help of Christian business men 
in order to his success. Every Sunday- 
school needs the merchant, the mechanic, 
and the farmer with their practical ideas, 
warm hearts, and generous purses to 
make them a success through the whole 
year. God bless every Christian busi- 

* ness man; and may their number be in- 
creased many fold, ; 





ESS AND ESSES. 


66 YO you have finished your studies at 
the seminary ? I was much pleased 
with the closing exercises. The author 
of that poem—Miss White, I think you 
called her—bids fair to become known 
as a poet.” 
“We think the authoress will become 
celebrated as a poetess,” remarked the 
young lady, pertly, with a marked em- 
phasis on two words of the sentence. 
“Oh!—ah!” replied the old gentle- 
man, looking thoughtfully over his spec- 
tacles at the young lady. “TI hear her sis- 
ter was quite an actress, and under Miss 
Hosmer’s instructions will undoubtedly 
become quite a sculptoress,”” 
The young lady appeared irritated. 


“The seminary,” continued the old 
ntleman, with imperturbable gravity, 
is fortunate in having an efficient board 
of manageresses. From the presidentess 


sual talent is shown. There is Miss Har- 
per, who as a chemistress is unequaled, 
and Mrs, Knowles has already a reputa- 
tion as an astronomeress, And in the 
department of music few can equal Miss 
Kellogg as a 5 ary 

The young lady did not appear to like 
the chair she was sitting on. She took 
the sofa at the other end of the room. 
“ Yes,” continued the old gentleman, 
as if talking to himself, “those White 
sisters are very talented. Mary, L.nnder- 
stand, has turned her attention to paint- 
ing and the drama, and will surely be- 
come famous as a painteress, and even 
as a lecturess, 
A loud slamming of the door caused 
the old gentleman to look up, and the 
criticess and grammarianess was gone.— 
Selected. 
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HAITHERTO. 


BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 





To bluest skies that arch the way 

1 lift my thankful eyes to-day. 

The sunlight falls a golden tide 

O'er airy forests, green and wide; 
Sweet odors drift the morning through: 
And God has led me hitherto. 


Sweet flower-perfumes thrill the air, 
As if from censer swung at prayer; 
And sweeter fragrance fills my life 
With all my Father's goodness rife; 
He gives me roses after rue, 

And He has brought me hitherto. 


What joy to feel His guiding hand, 

To trust, if not to understand,— 

To rest through change and toil and tears 
On Him, whose grand eternal years 

In ever living youth are new, 

And cry, He leads me hitherto. 


Though other days have left their trace 

Of weariness upon my face; 

Though sometimes from my harp the tone 
Hath been a miserere moan; 

Yet God is good, 'tis His to do, 

And mine to follow hitherto. 


If days to come shall often be 

With burdens crowded full for me ; 

If hope deferred shall cast a shade 
Across my spirit; undismayed 

I'll meet them, one by one, for through 
Such days He led me hitherto. 


No darkest night shall ever hide 7 
This beacon, flaming o'er the tide; 

My hymas shall have this sweet refrain, 
As victor over grief and pain 

I bless the Lord, whose mercies new 

Have helped and cheered me hitherto. 
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A GOOD HEART AND A BAD LIFE. 


BY JOSEPH ALDEN, LL.D. 


O unconverted, and few converted, 
men profess to be holy—without 
sin. Men will confess that some of their 
actions are wrong, that many of them 
are wrong, that some of them are very 
wrong ; but they claim that their hearts 
are right. Men will confess that they 
have performed vile actions, but they 
will not confess that they have vile 
hearts. But the Bible charges upon all 
men the possession of bad hearts, of 
hearts in love with sin, of hearts at en- 
mity with God. 

It is to this truth that the unrenewed 
heart is strenuously opposed. It will 
permit the condemnation of their ac- 
tions, but not the condemnation of their 
hearts, When conscious of sinful acts 
men comfort themselves with the good- 
ness of their hearts. They regard their 
actions as something separable. from 
themselves : they cannot avoid regarding 
their hearts as themselves. 

What is meant by the expression, “ The 
heart is deceitful and desperately wicked?” 
Simply, that men by nature are deceitful 
and desperately wicked. The heart is 
not something apart from the mind, the 
soul, the man, The mind or soul has 
various powers and susceptibilities—ca- 
pacities for doing and feeling. It has 
dispositions, tendencies, and passions 
that determine its actions. When we 
speak of the tendencies, dispositions, 
and passions we refer them to the heart, 





down to the humblest teacheress unu- 


as we refer our powers of knowing to the 





intellect. Heart is a term comprehend- 
ing certain capacities of the human 
mind orsoul. To affirm that the heatt 
is wicked, is to affirm that all the feel- 
ings which lead to action are wrong, 
either positively or by defect. 

Wrong dispositions lead to wrong ac- 
tions. Vile dispositions lead to vile ac 
tions. Our actions owe their character 
to the feelings that prompt them. Hence 
wicked actions result from wicked hearts. 
Men deceive themselves in regard to 
the character of their heart in conse- 
quence of sotne of the feelings and ac- 
tions of which they are conscious, A 
man who has treated with injustice and 
cruelty one who has offended him, feels 
kindly toward his own family and pér- 
forms generous actions toward his friends, 
In judging of his heart he takes these 
actions into view and not the acts 
prompted by malignant and base pas- 
sions. 

Out of the heart are the issues of life, 
Hence it is to be kept with all diligence; 
that is, the greatest care is to be given 
to the regulation of our dispositions and 
desires. The external act of obedience 
is not an act of obedience, unless it is 
prompted by right feeling. Religion 
begins with the heart, with the purifica- 
tion of the fountains of actions. A 
radical change of dispositions and de- 
sires is necessary to the commencement 
of the religious life—a change that re- 
quires the operations of the Holy Spirit. 
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A LESSON FROM A DOG. 


BY “ PROFESSOR.” 


A MAN thought he was treated badly 
by some of his neighbors. He 
brooded over the supposed injustice till 
his temper was greatly injured. His 
bearing toward all his neighbors was such 
as to causé dislike on their part. The 
worse he imagined himself treated the 
more unkind and reckless his conduct 
toward others became. 

He was the owner of a dog that often 
suffered from his ill-temper. One day, 
soon after the dog had received a brutal 
kick, while playfully circling around his 
master, he came and licked his master’s 
hand! The act made a deep impression 
upon the master and was followed by im- 
portant consequences. 

The act was suggestive of the principle 
inculeated by Christ, that of returning 
good for evil. The teachings of Christ, 
in regard to injuries, has been a stum- 
bling-block to miany. It seems to them 
to be sacrificing justice to mercy, if not 
to meanness. It seems to them incon- 
sistent with the right of self-defence, 
and with enforcement of the laws of the 
land, 

There is no doubt that the right of 
self-defence exists and that it is often our 
duty to exercise it. There is no doubt 
that it is our duty to obey the laws of the 
land, and to aid, if need be, in their en- 
forcement. Christ did not intend to deny 
either of these truths. He meant to for- 
bid personal retaliation—revenge. He 
taught us how to deal with personal in- 
juries. 

What has experience shown as to the 
wisdom of his teachings? When injus- 
| tice has been met by meekness, and 
cruelty by kindness, what has been the 
result? Has the perpetrator been stimu- 
lated to greater acts of injustice and 
cruelty? Far from it. In almost all 
cases Christ’s method has disarmed in- 
justice and cruelty. If the problem were, 
“Tn what way shall injustice and cruelty 
be most effectively checked?” the solu- 
tion given by Christ is the true one. 

This principle, like all other princi- 





ples, requires discrimination in its appli- 


cation. If a wild beast were to attack 
yon, you would not attempt to arrest the 
nthack with kindness. The same remark 
may be made as toa madman, and as to 
men but slightly removed from madmen. 
There may be cases in which it is diffi- 
cult to decide, whether there shall be an 
appeal to the law or an application of the 
principle of good for evil. It is certain, 
however, that the principle should have 
@ much wider application than it has re- 
ceived. If wrong doing were met by 
meekness and forgiveness, instead of in- 
‘dignation and resistance, it would much 
more ae / aa from the earth. 
We may'be sure that Christ’s method 
of dealing with evils is the best metliod. 
“Social sgience has discovered no priuci- 
ples for the regulation of society equal 
to those laid down by the Son of man. 








“BOGUS CONFESSION. 


REAL, genuine, dona fide confession 

is about the rarest utterance one 
ever hears. We know some excellent 
people who never in their lives, never, at 
all events, since” their maturity, have 
gone frankly to the public, the church, 
or their most intimate friend, and said, 
““T was wrong; I am sorry; forgive me.” 
As a matter of curiosity, we wish the 
reader would stop right here and see if 
he can recall one solitary instance in 
which he has done this. 

There is plenty of bogus confession ; 
but of real, honest confession, very little. 
There is the confession commendatory. 
“T tell you,” says Mr, A., “I have got 
an awful temper. It flames up mighty 
quick ; don’t last long ; but it’s hot while 
it burns. There’s considerable lion in 
me, and I suppose there always will be. 
I often say things that I am sorry for 
afterwards. But I cannot help it. It’s 
in me and it’s got to come out.” He 
thinks he has madeaconfession. Not at 
all. He has been patting himself on his 
back, and pluming himself on his sin. 
The peacock is not prouder of his tail 
than this man of his pet passion. 

There is the confession general. The 
man catches up the general confession of 
public prayer and repeats it Over and 
over in prayer-meeting, in family prayers 
at his own bedside: “I have done the 
things I ought not to have done, and [ 
have left undone the things I ought to 
have done, and there is no health in me.” 
Now the confession of a congregation 
must be in general terms; but the con- 
fession of an individual to his own con- 
science and his God ought to be particu- 
lar. If Harry were to come to me 
Monday night with, “I have done the 
things I ought not to have done and 
have left undone the things I ought to 
have done, and there is no health in me, 
good-night, father ;” and again on Tues- 
day night with, ‘I have done the things, 
etc., good-night, father,” by Wednesday 
night I should we him and say, “‘ Hold 
here a minute; tell me what are some of 
the things you have done you ought not 
to have done, and some of the things you 
have left undone you ought to have done.” 
I should ask him, in the language of the 
lawyers, to give me a bill of particulars. 
Confession in mere general terms of 
general sinfulness is no confession at all. 

There is the confession theological. 
This is the declaration of an article of 
belief. It is in effect an orthodox syl- 
logism, thus: “‘ All men are sinners ; [am 
a man; therefore I am asinner.’ Some- 
times it is put in a less orthodox way, 
thus: “ Oh, yes! I suppose I am a sinner. 
All men are sinners. And I do not pre- 
tend to be any better than my neighbors.” 

There are three occasions when a man 
has nothing to do with his neighbors; 
when he is born; when he dies; and 
when he stands before God’s judgment- 
seat. And there is a fourth occasion 
when he had better forget his neighbors, 
namely, when he stands before his own 
conscience to be judged. Correct views 
concerning the general sinfulness of the 
race are important; but they are unim- 
portant compared with correct views con- 
cerning our individual selves. We have 





known men as proud as Lucifer, who 





were unimpeachably orthodox concern- 
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ing Adam’s fall and general depravity ; 
and we have known men who held views 
a great deal more charitable than philo- 
sophical respecting human nature in 
general, who keenly felt their own sins 
and shortcomings, and their own need of 
a personal Saviour. z 

It is very easy to brag of our sins or to 
roll off by rote formal confessions of sins 
or to incorporate in our creed a general 
recognition of the general sinfulness of 
mankind. But those are all bogus con- 
fessions. To go to God and say, “ In that 
business transaction I was mean ; in that 
one I jied; in that word to my wife I was 
cruel and barbarous, I might better have 
struck her a blow with my hand than 
with my tongue; in that punishment of 
my child I was tyrannical and unjust; I 
have been selfish, proud, false, mean,”— 
that may be a simple matter, but it is 
just the hardest thing any man is ever 
called on to do. No penance imposed by 
pope or priest, no pilgrimage by Moham- 
medan devotee but would be easier to 
average humanity. And it is only this 
sort of confession that means anything.— 
The Illustrated Christian Weekly. 





A PLEA FOR THE CHILDREN. 


BY MARY A. WING. 


E often lament, and with sufficient 
cause, the lack of interest, the in- 
constant attendance, and the vacant seats. 
We, as teachers, are mostly to blame for 
all this, We do not half know our 
scholars, and seldom, if ever, visit them 
at their homes. No matter how beauti- 
ful and abundant the books, nor attrac- 
tive the papers which are scattered every- 
where, if we fail to go about among the 
members of our classes, to meet them in 
their homes, and in our homes, and to 
greet them on the street, we fail in our 
duty. I do not mean that we should carry 
long faces, or stand coldly aloof, as if we 
feared contact with them, but cheerily 
and heartily, never minding the dirty 
faces, we should get acquainted not only 
with the children, but the parents. Talk 
to them of their trials. If the mother’s, 
work-basket seems running over, ony 
taking home an apron or two to finish for 
her. Draw tenderly up to the old grand- 
mother; ask her how she stands the cold 
wintry weather. Cautiously inquire if 
she has good warm flannels to keep away 
the rheumatism, and you will be amazed 
at the magical effect of your efforts, 
Open your arms and your hearts to the 
children. 

I have been teaching some years in a 
mission-school, and it is only recentl 
that I have become salle‘ stauaintel 
with the members of my class; for I 
maintain that a teacher does not know 
her class till she has become, toa certain 
degree, familiar with the families repre- 
sented. 

The day that I had devoted to this 
duty proved to be stormy. The snow had 
fallen quite deep, and was still gently 
falling. My first visit was to be upon 
little Willy, a little fellow that always 
looks as though he had no special care 
from any one. Poor Willy had enough 
to contend with at home. What an at- 
mosphere of desolation and dirt sur- 
rounded him on every side. He hada 
sweet little sister there who claimed my 
attention at once, after first finding in 
my face the cord of sympathy (children 
always know who will meet them half 
way), and she commenced bringing all 
the various things of deep interest to her 
and piling them into my lap, such as an 
old spelling-book, a piece of old iron, a 
email old tee-pait with thoes ealé-boiled 
turnips in it, and lastly a sy of dirty 
rope—just as happy with these old rusty 
things as the children of rich parents are 
with their French toys, and I could not 
but think how, clear down to old age, 
we aie amused and delighted with 
schemes that break and vanish in our 
grasp, even as this bit of old rope. 

After a promise that Willy should visit 
me at my own home, I hastened on to 
two little girls that lived just beyond. I 
found Louise sitting at a table sewing 
carpet-rags, at the same time tending a 
baby that was tied in a chair at her side, 
while a little fellow played at her feet. 
The mother was pursuing her home du- 
ties with—oh! such a tired look. She 
told me she had nine children and a 
drunken husband, and only her two 





hands to do all the housework; that a 
few months before her little daughter 
had fallen from a swing and broken her 
leg, when her babe was just nine days 
old. The mother rose from a sick-bed to 
care for the child, watched over her for 
six long weeks, till all danger had passed, 
then she returned to her bed and re- 
mained in it for three months more. 
How mother-like this was. It was alto- 
ether a sad picture, yet I felt that her 
Reart was fully alive to the importance 
of bringing up her children in the fear of 
the Lord. She said: Though it makes 
my home almost a prison to me, yet I 
would not give up one of them for the 
world. God plants these instincts of love 
alike in the hearts of the poor as well as 
the rich. Oh ye mothers who sit in your 
ilded cages, whose moneyed husbands 
ave lifted you into the higher walks of 
life, whose time hangs heavy on your 
hands, stop a moment in your giddy 
round of fashion and pleasure, and thin 
of the weary ones who are carrying the 
burden of the day. How many such 
hearts and homes it is in your power to 
cheer. How many tears you might wipe 
away. Oh, how I reproach myself, that 
I had allowed so many months and years 
to pass, with all the burden of sorrow, 
and I had not sought to lift one feather’s 
weight with my little finger. I heard no 
complaints, but the deep lines in the 
faces told the story of suffering. 
Teachers, what work there is in the 
world for us to do, not so much in grand 
and noble deeds, nor in being president 
of some missionary society, but in these 
obscure homes, and in the heart histories 
they each contain. I could not fail to 
see that this mother’s heart was cheered 
by my sympathy. When Sunday-school 
time comes round again, she will see to 
it that the children are in their places. 
Try it, dear mothers, who, with me, may 
have often felt your hand fall listless at 
your side, because no fruit seemed to 
ripen from your labors, and find as I did, 
a full compensation in the words of hon- 
est thinkers, which fell from the lips of 
this poor mother. “ The children all 
love you, your pame is in their prattle 
many times from morn to night.” I 
replied, “ That is enough, the rest of my 
work is easily done.” And so I have 
taken heart from this day, and thus I 
say to you, visit every child in your 
class ; don’t be afraid to caress them. A 
kiss will often do more for them than a 
month of teaching. See to it as they en- 
ter their classes that their extra wrap- 
pings are removed lest they take cold. 
et them look over with you when you 
sing, two or three of them, though they 
cannot read a word, they love to do so; 
and in a thousand such little ways, win 
their hearts to the Saviour. Is that not 
a beautiful lesson which He has left for 
our example, and which I doubt not is 
daguerreotyped upon every Christian 
mother’s heart, when He said as He took 
them upon His knee, “ Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me and forbid them 
not” ?— The Interior. 





No thought of purity, or virtue, or 
truth, that God gives us to set afloat in 
this world, can ever perish. And so of 
the words we speak ; we may utter them 
and they are gone. We may never think 
of them again; but this universe is a vast 
atmosphere of waves, and they run on 
and on, and stop and knock at the door, 
the ear; leaving the human heart to 
take it in, and on again and on; and if 
there be a thought worthy to be re- 
iterated, another voice takes it and 
sends iton. And it is thus that what is 
vile drops as into the ocean, to be buried 
out of sight, and yet not lost ; for the vile 
has made a stain that, save by the blood 
of Christ, can never be washed away; 
but the pure and true lives on until its 
consummation finds its home with the 
purified in heaven.— Bishop Simpson, 





THE other day I was planing a board, 
and by accident planed one shaving the 
wrong way of the grain. Of course the 
surface was left rough. Turning the 
board, I noticed that it took more than 
one driving of the plane to get the sur- 
face smooth again. It was necessary to 
go over and over again. There, thought 
I, is life illustrated. One wrong stroke 


cuts deeply and roughly. An evil deed 
eats like a canker. Long, weary years 
hardly efface the errors of a day. 





“LETS PLAY!” 


BY H. H. 





Oh! the blessed and wise little children, 
What sensible things they say! 

When they can’t have the things age wish for, 
They take others and cry: “ Let's play!” 


“ Let's play” that the chairs are big coaches, 
And the sofa a railroad car, 

And that we are all taking journeys 
And traveling ever so far. 


“ Let’s play” that this broken old china 
Is a dinner-set rare and fine, 

And our tin ar filled with water 
Are goblets of milk and wine! 


“ Let’s play” every one of our dollies 
is alive and can go to walk, 

And keep up long conversations 
With us if we want to talk. 


“ Let’s play” that we live in a palace, 
And that we are the queens and kings ; 

“ Let’s play” we are birds in a tree-top 
And can fly about on wings. 


 Let’s play” that we are school-keepers 
And grown peogie come to our school, 

And then punish them all most soundly, 
If they break but a single rule. 


Oh! the blessed and wise little children, 
What sensible things they say; 

And we might be happy as they are, 
If we would be happy their way. 


What odds twixt not having and having, 
When we have lived out our day! 
Let us borrow the children’s watechword— 
The magical watchword “ “a play 
- t. 





A BURDEN LAID DOWN. 


HE sun shone on the beautiful moun- 
tain scenery on which the cottage 
window looked out. For guide we had 
one who had often visited the dying girl, 
and her minister had bidden us go. A 
young brother of hers had been brought 
to Jesus in the spring; but nothing that 
she heard from his lips had brought the 
light yet into her soul. At the end of 
May she had heard him leave the cottage 
at four o’clock on the Sabbath morning, 
to walk fourteen miles to Perth, so as to 
be present at the first service of Mr. 
Moody and Mr, Sankey. The boy he 
had taken for guide fainted during the 
service from fatigue. She had seen him 
return from his long walk the same 
night ; but the good news he brought had 
not carried even a glimmer of light into 
her soul. 

From the top of the wooden stair 
through the door, which had to stan 
open that she might breathe better, and 
near to which the foot of her comfortable 
bed came, we could see at the first look 
the one we sought. The face was ema- 
ciated, the dark hair fell over the pillow, 
and the black eye was heavy with sad- 
ness. By the sideof her bed was a little 
table, from which no delicacy was miss- 
ing which a kind friend near could fur- 
nish. A jug of milk, a little pot of 
cream, jelly, fruit, and biscuit were ar- 
ranged with all the mindfulness of love. 
A Bible, too, was there. 

Two young friends had been singing 
to her, “ Safe in the arms of Jesus!” 
* Are you safe in his arms?” we asked. 
She shook her head mournfully. 
““Wouldn’t you like to be there?” She 
nodded assent. She dared not speak 
much, as the cough was apt to begin. 

We read part of Isaiah 53. “ Jesus 
came a very long way just to bear your 
sins. Don’t you think he would like now, 
when he’s standing beside you, to take 
them from you ?” - 

“Yes; but I can’t give them.” 

“In town there is a dust-cart, which is 
sent every morning to take away as many 
of the dirty things in the house as we like 
to put into the wooden box for ashes. We 
lay the box down on the edge of the 

avement, and think no more about it. 

tis the business of the man with the 
cart sent by the magistrates to take these 
ashes and ugly things away. When we 

o back we find the box empty. A man 

rives up, empties the box into his cart, 
and drives off again. If we choose to 
keep the rubbish in the house, we may ; 
if we choose to lay it on the street, the 
man takes no help from us; he carries it 
away as he is sent to do. Don’t you 
think we are glad to get rid of these 
dirty things?” 

“Yes,” she said. 





* And where would the ashes be after 





the cart had driven up the street and 
round the corner out of sight ?” 

“ Away,” she answered. 

[Some additional illustrations were 
used. | 

“ And where would your sins be if you 
gave them to the great Lord Jesus Christ, 
who came all the way from his throne to 
take them?” 

“ Away,” she said. 

“ And is it not using Jesus ill for you 
to keep the sins, when he was sent here 
by his Father to take them?” 

She said, solemnly, “‘He has them 
now.” 

We gave thanks together. 

It was time to go. The house was a 
few minutes’ walk from the station, and 
the train was all but due. I said, “ Per- 
haps Satan will come in the morning, 
and tell you that you never gave your 
sins to Jesus, and you can give him no 
sure answer but out of God’s Word.” 

Before marking the date opposite the 
blessed sixth verse, ‘“‘ The Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us ail,” I said, 
** May I write here, ‘ Ellen’s sins are laid 
on Jesus’ ?” 

“Yes,” she said. 

“ And not one on Ellen?” 

“Not one,” she said. And so we 
parted, after singing one verse of “ Safe 
in the arms of Jesus,” to which, with a 
placid, trustful, satisfied look on her 
countenance, her soul kept time. 

She lived on. Delightful messages, 
joyful as intelligent, came from the cot- 
tage through a young friend, who went 
to stay near her. When we got back to 
see her, autumn flowers werecoming into 
bloom, the grain was ripening. Ellen’s 
grandmother was getting more willing to 
see her go ; for the breathing was heavier, 
strength going, the cough worse. 

The long hair had been parted with; 
it was the only thing she had murmured 
at, to have it cutaway. The faith was 
strong, the eye bright, the whole face 
radiant with a smile when we saw her. 
“The sin is all washed away?” we said. 
Her answer was.one of triumph. “ And 
what is your favorite hymn?” 

“Safe,” she said. 


“ Hark! ’tis the voice of angels 
Borne in a song to me, 

Over the fields of glory, 
Over the crystal sea. 

Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle b: 

There, by His love o’ersh 4 
Sweetly my soul shall rest!” 


God’s spirit had opened up his truth, 
and all the love of her young heart had 
clasped the Saviour. No doubt had 
crossed her mind, and the last news that 
came was of faith firm to the end. The 
telegram about her funeral came too late 
for us to go and see the pale face in the 
coffin-shell. “ The souls of believers are 
at their death made perfect in holiness, 
and do immediately pass into glory; and 
their bodies, being still united to Christ, 
do rest.in their graves till the resurrec- 
tion.”—Abridged from Mrs. Barbour’s 
“ Three Burdens Laid Down.” 





NOT OUR OWN. 


BY THE DEAN OF CANTERBURY. 





Not in anything we do,— 

Thought that’s pure, or word that’s true, 
Saviour, would we put our trust: 

Frail as vapor, vile as dust, 

All that flatters, we disown; 
Righteousness is Thine alone. 


Though we underwent for Thee 
Perils of the land and tea; 

Though we tour lives away, 
Dying for Theé day by day, 

Boast we never of our own; 

Grace and strength are Thine alone. 


Native cumberers of the ground, 
All our fruit from Thee is found ; 
Grafted in Thine olive, Lord, 
New-begotten by Thy Word, 

All we have is Thine alone ; 

Life and power are not our own. 


And when Thy returning voice 
Calls Thy faithful to rejoice ; 

When the countless throng to Thce 
Cast their crowns of victory ; 

We will sing before the throne, 
“Thine the glory, not our own.” 





Many of us have made great mistakes, 
and have shut ourselves up in the cells of 
poverty when our feet might have stood 
in a large room. We have laid down 
pipes too small to bring us a full current 
of blessing. We have half killed our 
prayers by tight-lacing them, even as 
foolish mothers kill their daughters. 
Our cup issmal), and we blame the Foun- 
tain.— Spurgeon. 





3/4 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








THE MINISTRY OF FEAR. 





BY REV. A. H, STRONG, D.D. 





{A sermon by the Rev. Dr. Strong, President of 
Rochester Theological Seminary, New York. 
Preached in the Hall of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, New York City, on Sunday 
evening, May 30, 1875, Reported in outline by 
Charles Hopkins. | 





Text: “And I say unto you my friends, Be 
not afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do. ut I will 
forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, 
which after he hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him,.”—Luke 
12:4, 5. 





HIS is not an exhortation to rever- 

ence or filial love, but to fear God’s an- 
ger. Many think it a base thing to be 
moved by fear. Consider the true place 
of fear, There are three thoughts in 
connection with this subject. 1. We re- 
cognize the influence of fear in common 
affairs of life. 2. Just so long as sin 
exists fear must exist. %. Christianity 
recognizes the use of fear to enable us to 
escape from fear, 

A God-Given Instinct. 


1. Fear is a natural salutary emotion. 
There is an emotion which obstructs and 
paralyzes the soul—fright, terror, panic— 
subject to the wild power of the imagi- 
nation. The news of the catastrophe 
that has filled the daily papers during 
the past week, in the burning of one 
hundred persons in a church at Holyoke, 
Massachusetts, is a sad illustration of 
this. Fear is rational, appreciative of 
existing danger, and striving after some 
method of escape. To illustrate this, 
suppose that in a concert room it was 
announced that a fire had commenced in 
a distant part of the building, and that 
the audience were advised quietly and 
quickly to disperse, although there was 
no immediate danger. It is not unmanly 
to be moved by fear, to preserve your 
life. It is an instinct implanted by God. 

The eye involuntarily closes when a 
foreign substance comes into it. We na- 
turally shrink back from a precipice, 
when walking near it. “The burnt 
child dreads the fire.” A great part of 
the products of genius are the results of 
rational fear. Insurance companies 


were formed as the result of the fear of 
fire, accident or death. The physician’s 
profession and business is entirely built 
up from the fear of disease and death. 
It is conceivable, that in certain exigen- 
cies, the world would be aoe “er 
pulated but for the fear of death. He 
who never takes counsel of his fears, is 
false to nature and to reason too. A ra- 
tional fear is the beginning of human 
wisdom, It is perfectly consistent with 
the hope that the difficulty may be 
averted. He who can hold his own 
throughout the whole day, whose brows 
evince that his every thought is con- 


cerned with the ways of public safety, . 


he is the truly brave man, 
Fear the Product of Sin, 


2. Is there any reason why we should 
deprive fear of its weight in matters of 
religion? We have seen how God has 
made a province for fear in matters of 
worldly concern, If there is danger to 
the soul, then there is more need of 
anxious alarm than from dangers to the 
body. It is only the part of reason that 
we should fear these dangers to the soul. 
Is there anything to fear for the soul? 
There is much to fear. The reason to 
fear lies in the fact of sin. God is in- 
finite purity. Sin is impurity. In pro- 
portion to the whiteness of his moral ex- 
cellence, in that proportion is his hatred 
to evil. I find within me the sovereign 
power of conscience, pursuing and pun- 
iahing that which is wrong,—a principle 
which detects and pursues all that is im- 
pure within us. As the furnace purifies 
the dross from the ore, so God will purge 
away all in his universe that is not mee 
God’s love is a love for all that is lovely 
and his hate is a hatred for all that is 
unholy. Moses cried out: “ I exceed- 
ingly fear and quake,” when he stood in 
the presence of God, but not when he 

in the presence of Pharaoh. It is 
often said that fear does not belong to 
the New Testament economy. With the 
full revelation of Christ to save us from 





eternal death, there also comes to us, for 
the first time, the horrors of the everlast- 
ing prison house. Untold depths of 
mercy on the cross reveal a deeper pun- 
ishment and deeper condemnation. The 
same Saviour that uttered the words: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,” uttered also the words of the text: 
“Fear him, which after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into hell,” 
The Province of Fear. 


3. Fear is not the end to which the 
Scriptures would discipline us, but a pre- 
liminary to the planting of the Word of 
God in our hearts, Christianity makes 
use of fear only as a preparatory discipline 
to the complete establishment of perfect 
love in our hearts. 

Why do you rejoice when you see 
some real anxiety possess the worldly 
man, until he realizes how bitter a thing 
sin is that is ruining his soul? Can he 
appreciate the need of the renunciation 
of sin, and the supreme reign of Christ’s 
love in the heart? Observe how fear 
leads to the reign of love in the heart, 
when otherwise the power of sin would 
not be broken at all. When pleasure 
sings her syren song, nothing but the 
harsh voice of fear can break the spell. 
How wonderful is the effect of this fear 
in disabusing the mind of petty fears that 
surround it, Bishop Latimer preached 
before Henry VIII. and offended him, 
and the king bade the bishop make a 
public apology the next Sabbath. So 
when the bishop entered the pulpit the 
following Sabbath, he soliloquized in an 
audible voice before the king as follows : 
‘Hugh Latimer, dost thou know before 
whom thou art to preach, the high and 
mighty monarch, the king’s most excel- 
lent majesty, utter not a word to displease 
him; but then remember well, fiugh, 
whose m thou art to deliver; the 
m e of Him who is able to cast thy 
soul into hell.” The bishop then went 
on and preached the self-same sermon 
over again that he preached the prev- 
ious Sabbath. The fear of God delivered 
him from the fear of the power of man. 
It is of infinite value to have hell yawn 
before us ! 

David said; “ My flesh trembleth be- 
fore thee.” Fear leads us to the forgive- 
ness of sin and the peace of God. It does 
not bring forth love as the cactus plant 
puts forth the flower. Fear opens the 
way to love, as night opens the way to 
morning. 

Noah, moved by fear, prepared the 
ark for the saving of his family. Against 
the dark back-ground of fear the joy of 
deliverance shines the brighter. So with 
multitudes who are saved by fear. For 
with joy comes love. Fear brings love as 
a needle brings the thread. It pierces 
first, joins afterwards, So many a man 
has been bound to God through fear. 
Fear is like the fussing tug-boat that 
draws the great ship out of the river, 
which is afterwards borne out on the sea 
by the breeze in its sails. 

Perfect Love the Antidote. 

Why should any Christian live in fear? 
Because he leaves Christ. Fear is the 
shadow ofsin. We get rid of fear as we 
get rid of sin. When we first had fear 
upon us, nothing would take it away 
but the sight of Christ on the cross, 
When afterwards we forgot Christ, fear 
rose again, like a spectre with bony fin- 
gers, in our path, saying: ‘“ If you walk 
that way, you will come to death and 
destruction.” Just as we merge our life 
into the life of the Saviour fear loses its 
power. When we come into his glorious 

resence the last possibility of sin and 
ear die forever together. May God 
make us willing to be led by fear, at first, 
if it need be. Delivering us from sin, 
he will deliver us from fear, where “ per- 
fect love casteth out fear.” 





READY FURNISHED. 

T was a pretty thing to do. What 
Younghusband did in a Western 
town. He returned with Mrs. Y. from 
the honeymoon meanderings. It had 
been understood that they were not to set 
up their Lares Familiares just then, from 
considerations of finance, refuge in a 
boarding-house being fixed upon. When 
they got back—“ Suppose,” said he, 
“before we go to our boarding-place we 
call upon a friend of mine.” Agreed! 
They ring the bell; are shown into a 
pretty parlor; they wait; no host, no 














hostess appears; then denouement: “ All 
this, my dear—house, tables, chairs, 
lounges, divans, cups and saucers, cook- 
ing-stove, and what not are ours, are 
yours, my darling!’ He had prepared 
it—a surprise for her. Tears, of course! 
Kisses, probably. At any rate there 
should have been dozens of them, And 
yet—and yet! 

Do not let us be misunderstood ! Young- 
husband is a good fellow, and we have 
great respect for him. If we should be 
in his town, and if he should ask us to 
tea, we would do for him what we 
wouldn’t do for everybody—we would 
accept his invitation and listen patiently 
to this story of the house and furniture, 
and say, “Ah!” and “ Yes,” and praise 
the new carpets, etc. But still we ask: 
“What had Mrs. Younghusband done 
that she should be defrauded of the dear 
delights of the ante-nuptial shopping ?” 
It was a bold thing in him, savoring 
slightly of presumption, to fancy that he 
knew the taste of any woman to such a 
nicety. The experiment may have suc- 
ceeded this time, but in ninety-nine like 
cases it would have failed, either by rea- 
son of too much green in the carpets, or 
of too little in the curtains; or because 
of an overprice paid for the breakfast 
service. If we had such a dreadful sense 
of responsibility upon the mind, we 
should shirk it; it is awful to think of. 
It would weigh us down. It would haunt 
us during the transaction of the little 
business at the altar. It would go with 
us upon the honey-lunar journey. “Too 
much green in the carpets!” weshould 
have whispered to ourselves as we sped 
side by side with her by rail over the land, 
and by boat over the sea. It would have 
been the thorn of the roses. It would have 
dimmed a little the purple lips of love. 

We don’t like to think that Mrs. 
Younghusband has already said: ‘ Don’t 
you believe, dear, that the man would 
change that lounge? It’s a beautiful 
thing; but—” No; we will not spoil a 
pretty story by such uncalled for surmises. 
Of course, we understand that she can 
relieve her mind by doing business per- 
sonally with the butcher and the grocer. 
But though she may live to a great and 
green age, and be a happy mother and a 
proud grandmother—as we pray that she 
may be—she will never be altogether 
free from the recollection that she did 
not select that furniture. Time may 
diminish the feeling ; perhaps even eter- 
nity will never eradicate it altogether.— 
The New York Tribune. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


PETTING AND LOVING. 





BY “ PASTOR,” 





66 TF DO so much wish father would let 


me kiss him good-night.” ‘ Why 
don’t you?” “ He would push me away. 
He says it is not manly, and he doesn’t 
like to be kissing big boys at all.” This 
is what Ernest has just had to say about 
his home wishes. He is eleven, and al- 
ready in the borders of that land that 
reaches from about ten, when perents 
think it hardly the right thing to be ten- 
der with them. Previous to that age 
they are the pets of the house—the play- 
things. {Now with the same need of love, 
and loving, they are ostracised from the 
family arms. Of course this is not uni- 
versally true; but very generally true 
that just when the young nature most 
needs warm sympathy it fails to get it, 
and must and will get that which most re- 
sembles it. It gathers its, love in the 
street and school, and is biased in its 
future emotional character by whom or 
what it just now learns to love. 

Ernest never comes to my house with- 
out at once throwing himself into my 
arms with a kiss, and then nestles there 
until he has told me all his troubles, 
faults and temptations. Then with his 
arms about my neck he hides his face 
and talks with Jesus. His father loses a 
wonderful delight and rich treasure. But 
I can only be with him, at the most, a 
short time. It is the fatber’s duty to 
train these affectiuns. He can do it day 
by day, and year by year. Ernest is 








June 12, 1875. 





rightly his own, and he is not in posses- 
sion. I am glad of the dear lad’s confi- 
dence and love; but no one ought to, or 
can, take the place of the parent. His 
father is careful about the culture of his 
intellectual faculties; sends him to the 
best teachers; carefully examines his 
growth; and is deeply interested in the 
lad’s success. But does not more of the 
future joy, power and work depend ona 


judicious culture of the emotions than of 


the intellect? From ten to fifteen is the 
awful crisis of the child. It is the worst 
of all periods to compel it to begin ran- 
dom loves and outside fondness. A will- 
ful perversion of a child is hardly worse 
than this parental habit of neglect. 
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THE STOLEN CHICKEN. 





[A Story for Very Little Boys. } 





BY M. L. 8. 


a JIMMY DENVER lived on Long Is- 
land, in one of those large villages 
that are really parts of the great city of 
New York. Tommy was—I do not know 
exactly how old, but most children can 
guess—for though he wore pants instead 
of dresses, mamma had not thought him 
old enough to have a pocket, which was 
a great grief to Tommy. 

One day Tommy’s mamma went across 
the ferry to the city and left him at home 
with grandma. Such a brisk, quick- 
stepping, rosy-cheeked grandma few 
little boys have. She had not always 
lived with Tommy; but when dear 
grandpa died, the parsonage was shut 
up and grandma came to live with 
Tommy. It was very funny indeed to 
hear anybody say “ my son” to papa, and 
tell him what he ought to do, just as 
Mamma Denver talked to her Tommy ; 
and Tommy had to be taught not to call 
his papa “ Thomas,” and “ my son.” 

It was a very beautiful day in June 
that this little boy was left at home with 
his grandma, and the two stood looking 
out of a back window across the way to- 
ward a very large yard where were a 
barn and sheds and wagons and carts,— 
everything in fact to please a little boy, 
and he begged grandma to let him 
go there to play. The horses were at 
work, the cattle driven to pasture, and 
the great gate stood wide open. From 
her window grandma could see every 
nook and corner of the large clean yard, 
so she told Tommy he could go and she 
would sit by the window where she could 
see if any cattle or horses came near; 
and so Tommy went out, happy enough, 
to play “farmer.” “Come back soon, 
Tommy,” said grandma. ‘“ Ess’em, I 
vill,” called back the brave, happy boy, 
and grandma took up her sewing. 

Long before she expected him grand- 
ma saw Tommy coming back. He went 
marching through the room in great 
haste without speaking to grandma, 
who said, as he passed her, “‘ Why, what a 
good boy you are, Tommy, to come back 
so soon. Come, give me a kiss.” ‘‘ No,” 
said he, “I’m in a hurry.” “See, I have 
something nice for you in my pocket for 
being such a g boy,” said grand- 
ma, going toward him; “you may 
put your hand in and take it out your- 
self.” 

Was there ever a little boy, just in his 
first pair of pants, who could reject the 
privilege of taking a goodey from grand- 
ma’s pocket, especially when it was 
given him because he was good ? 

“No,” said Tommy, very red in the 
face, “don’t bozzer me. I’se in a hurry 
to go to ze barn ;” and he gave the pan- 
taloon leg, he was holding by one hand, 
an extra squeeze, where the pocket should 
have been, and tried to run out the back 
door. 

Peep! p-e-e-p!! p-e-e-e-p!!! 

Tommy made a rush, but grandma’s 
hand was on his shoulder. 

“Stop, Tommy! What have you in 
your pantaloon’s leg?” 

Tommy clutched with both hands a 
struggling lump in the right leg of his 
So tears of distress rolling down 

is very red face. 

Peep! p-e-e-p!! p-e-e-e-p!!! 
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“Tommy, you'll kill the poor little 
thing!” said grandma taking hold of 
both his arms and drawing them behind 
him. She held them with one hand and 
tried with the other to draw the chicken 
out of the opening that should have been 
the opening to a pocket; but the some- 
thing would not come out that way, so 
grandma, by pushing and shaking, 
finally tumbled out upon the floor one 
of the biggest, plumpest, yellowest chick- 
ens that a hen mother ever undertook to 


, Manage. 


Chick was considerably tumbled and 
confused, but after a minute or two got 
on his legs and began to peep-scream for 
his mother so noisily that all grand- 
ma’s fears for his life and limbs were 
completely driven away. 

“Tommy Denver!” said grandma, 
“don’t you know how dreadfully wicked 
it was to steal this chicken? What do 
you expect you will come to if you go on 
this way? You’ll be shut up in jail 
and—” 

“T didn’t steal him,’ sobbed Tommy. 
“ T dest wanted to see how he’d look in 
my barn,” 

“‘ No, you knew better than to take it out 
of Mr. Gardiner’s yard,” said grandma, 
putting the chicken in a basket and giv- 
ing it some crumbs which it soon picked 
up. of course stopping its ‘‘ peeping.” 

Then grandma took the little boy 
on her lap and looked at the leg that 
had been in the right hand pantaloon. 
Where the pocket should have been the 
white fat leg was all covered with red 
bloody scratches, up and down and criss- 
cross, and further down, where the 
chicken had slid out, were two or three 
more long and deep. Chickey’s claws 
and beak were sharp and strong, and he 
had fought for his liberty very hard and 
bravely, and Tommy had been as brave 
in bearing it. 

While grandma bathed and salved 
the poor little scratched leg she talked to 
Tommy about his badness and the dread- 
ful punishment sure to follow, but he had 
but one answer—“I wanted to see how 
it would look in my barn.” 

When the leg had been properly cared 
for grandma gave Tommy the basket 
and made him carry the chicken back to 
the shed right before Mr. Gardiner, who 
had come home with his horses. He pre- 
tended not to see Tommy though he 
nodded to grandma, who stood watch- 
ing at the window, and what was strange 
he did not put Tommy as usual into the 
wagon while he drove from the gate to 
the barn. Tommy put the chicken down 
and ran back as fast as he could, and 
crept under the sofa, where he stayed till 
papaand mammacame home. When sup- 
per was ready all the family sat down, 
and no one said a word about Tommy. 
His hungry got bigger than his angry 
and so he came creeping out. 

“ Hallo!” said papa; “what are you 
under there for ?” 

Then grandma told papa all about it, 
and said beside, ‘‘ Now, my son, Tommy 
knew that he was doing wrong and you 
must talk to him about it.” 

“The first thing that I ever stole,” 
said his papa, helping Tommy to an ex- 
tra large plateful of nice supper, “ was 
a clam.” 

Grandma looked discouraged and 
said, ‘‘ Now, my son!” but after supper 
papa took his shamed little boy in his 
arms and began to tell him stories as 
usual, But Tommy did not listen as he 
generally did, and when the story was 
finished he hid his face and whispered, 

“ Papa, did you steal a clam ?” 

“Yes, my son.” 

" ng a p’liceman take you to jails?” 

“ 0.”’ 

- get anysing bad happen to you?” 

ce No,’ 

“Then can I ’teal a clam ?” 

“T think it likely. You stole a chicken 
to-day.” 

“No, papa, I dest wanted to see how 
it would look in my barn.” 

“Do you suppose grandma will trust 
you to play in Mr. Gardiner’s yard 
again? She would not trust me where 
the clams were kept, after I stole.” 

“ No, sir.” 

“Do you suppose Mr. Gardiner will 
trust vou among his chickens again?” 

“ No, sir.” 

“Suppose Henry Barnes comes over 
here and wants to see how your colt will 
look in Ais barn—” 

“—_O papa, he sh’an’t ’teal my colt |—” 

— And suppose Henry Barnes says to 
his mamma at night, ‘Ish’an’t ask God to 
forgive me, “cause I didn’t steal” but just 








wanted to see how Tommy Denver’s colt 
would look in my barn’ ?” 

Mamma called Tommy to go to bed. 
He slipped down from his papa’s knee 
and running to his mother hid his face 
in her lap and said: “ Please ask God, 
mamma, to forgive me for ’tealing the 
chickey.” 

This spring the sensation in Tommy’s 
family is a hen and nine chickens in 
Tommy’s barn; and though he has a 

ocket nothing has been found in it but 

is own sticks and nails and marbles and 
strings. Grandma lets him go to Mr. 
Gardiner’s to play and does not even 
watch him from the window; and Mr. 
Gardiner lets him hunt the eggs in his 
barn. Indeed Mr. Gardiner put the hen 
and chickens in Tommy’s barn himself, 
“ for Tommy” he said. 





THE FOLLOWER. 





We have a youngster in the house, 
A little man of ten, 
Who dearest to his mother is 
Of all God's little men 
In-doors and out he clings to her; 
He follows up and down ; 
He steals his slender hand in bers ; 
He piucks her by the gown. 
“Why do you cling to me so, child? 
You track me everywhere ; 
You never let me be alone.” 
And he with serious air 
Answered, as closer still he drew, 
“My feet were made to follow you.” 


Two years before the boy was born, 
Another child, of seven, 

Whom Heaven had lent tous awhile, 
Went back again to heaven. 

He came to fill his brother's place, 
And bless our falling years ; 

The good God sent him down in love 
To dry our useless tears. 

I think so, mother, for I hear 
In what the child has said, 

A meaning that he knows not of, 
A message from the dead. 

He answered wiser than he knew, 

“My feet were made to follow you.” 


Come here, my child, and sit with me, 
Your head upou my breast ; 

You are the last of all my sons, 
And you must be the best. 

How much I love you, you may guess, 
When, grown a man like me, 

You sit as [ am sitting now, 
Your child upon your knee. 

Think of me then, and what I said 
(And practised when I could): 

“Tis something to be wise and great, 
*Tis better to be good. 

Oh, say to all things good and true. 

‘My feet were made to follow you’ !” 


Come here, my wife, and sit by me, 
And place your hand in mine 

(And yours, my child): while I have you 
’Tis wicked to repine. 

We've had our share of sorrows, love; 
We've had our graves to fill; 

But, thank the good God overhead, 
We have each other stil]! 

We've nothing in the world besides, 
For we are only three: 

Mother and child, my wife and child, 
How dear you are to me! 

I know—-indeed, I always knew, 

“My feet were mae to follow you!” 

—Harper’s Monthly. 





BLOSSOMING OR BEARING? 


BY THE REV. THEODORE L, CUYLER, D.D. 


HE white blossoms from yonder cherry 
trees are dropping to-day to the 
ground. There is a shower of them like 
the snow flakes. How many of them 
leave genuine fruit behind them? The 
next two months will determine. 

On a sacramental Sabbath a score or 
more of young converts are blossoming 
out into a fair Christian profession. It 
is a beautiful sight. How many of them 
will be yielding the fruits of the Spirit 
ten years hence? Notone of them who 
is satisfied to settle down on the “ original 
capital” of their first experience. To 
become alive in Christ is one thing to 
keep aliveis quite another. _ 

The first source of life is food. And 
it must be nutritious enough to produce 
spiritual bone, blood and muscle. A 
Christian’s bread is the truth of God. 
His diet is God’s Word, whether studied 
at home, or heard in the sanctuary, and 
solid books, and heart-communings with 
Jesus. No soul can wax fat on syllabub. 
All the athletic Christians have been 
huge and hungry feeders on the Bible. 
One strong sermon well remembered, 
digested and prayed over, is roast beef 
for a week tocome. Prayer is food. It 
actually adds a fibre to the character. 

Good air is the next requisite to healthy 
life. As the fetid air of a close apart- 
ment or ill ventilated car poisons the 
lungs, so is a Christian poisoned in the 





deadly atmosphere of sin. You cannot 
grow healthy, young Christians in the 
foul air of social dissipations, Midnight 
parties, operas, “Germans,” and whist- 
clubs, do not suit Christ’s plants of grace 
any better than Labrador ice-fields suit 
orange trees. A Christian cannot keep 
all the habits of the worldling without 
killing piety. ‘“ Come out, and be sepa- 
rate,’ means something more than to 
take the communicant’s seat on a half- 
dozen Sundays in the year. 

The third essential to hearty life is exer- 
cise. Paul was nevera backslider; he “ ex- 
ercised himself unto goodliness.””’ While 
a Moody or a Spurgeon is working up to 
the top of his bent every day, the glow 
is on their faces, and the vigor isin their 
limbs. As soon as I see a young convert 
dropping out of active service I mark 
him or her for the hospital. Work or die 
is the law of Christ’s kingdom. 

Those cherry trees have their roots 
well secured in the soil beneath. So 
must every young convert root down into 
Jesus. The secret soul-life must be hid 
with Christ in God. We offer these four 
hints to those who have lately put forth 
the blossoms of a Christian profession, 
The next twelve months will go far to- 
ward settling the question whether you 
will be only blossomers or steady bearers 
of precious fruit.— The New York Evan- 
gelist. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
GREEN GRASS. 


BY HELEN L. HALE, 


EOPLE talk about the dreariness, 
and forlornness, and muddiness of the 
country in early spring. But I think 
there’s nothing to compare with back- 


-yards of city houses for forlornness and 


dreariness just at the close of winter. It 
was on such a scene that I looked one 
morning of this spring. Some people 
had been “moving out,” and some had 
been “moving in.” Dirt, straw, broken 
chairs, and old flower-pots lay every- 
where. I was about turning from the 
window with disgust when my eye caught 
sight of a beautiful green grass-plat. 
So fresh and sweet and cheerful it looked 
in the midst of all the disorder and un- 
pleasantness surrounding it, that I could 
not forbear an exclamation of delight. 

“What is it?” said Cousin Sue; “‘ babies 
or crocuses?” 

“Neither. Just some green grass.” 

“Pshaw!” Sue went back to the 
rocking-chair and the latest novelty in 
fancy-work. 

But I still stood at the window enjoy- 
ing my green grass. “Strange,” thought 
I, “that I never noticed before how 
beautiful it is,” 

All lives do not and cannot have in 
them lilies, roses and carnation-pinks. 
But all can have green grass, with gener- 
ally unexpected and unlooked for plea- 
sures thrown in, even as the dear little 

olden dandelion spots and dots the grass. 
There are those who long for the means 
to fill their houses with choice paintings, 
statuary and fine engravings. 

“Tf I were only rich,” say they, “I 
would not spend all my money on my 
back or eat it up at Delmonico’s; but [ 
would have as many beautiful pictures, 
as many rare books and engravings as 
my income would afford.” 

This is all very well; but why not be 
happy and enjoy them in a way that your 
means will allow without fretting and 
worrying because you cannot do as your 
richer neighbor does? 

Enjoy such things in other people’s 
houses. You can, if you like, and try, 
without feeling a particle of envy. Then, 
too, in our cities are free galleries and 
large picture stores which are open to all. 
Any lover of the fine arts can go to such 
places every day and stay for hours if he 
is so inclined. 

If you are fond of reading you need 
not want for books. Free libraries and 
church libraries are within the reach of 
all. 





Do you love music? Beautiful strains 
are often unheard and unnoticed by you. 
There are the canary birds, which now, 
that warm weather has come, hang in so 
many open windows of our city houses, 
And in the country every bird gives an 
early-morning concert free. If you are 
a New Yorker you can, if time permits, 
go to Central Park every Saturday after- 
noon through the summer and listen to 
some first-class music. 

Should this treat be denied you, listen 
of a summer evening to the young girl 
playing next door to you. She plays 
very beautifully and expressively some- 
times. 

Such pleasures as these are passed b 
and overlooked as carelessly and unheed- 
ingly as we tread upon the green grass 
and the golden dandelion. 





A TEMPERANCE SPEECH. 


BY VICE-PRESIDENT WILSON, 


HE following is a full report of the 
admirable speech made by the Hon. 
Henry Wilson, Vice-President of the 
United States, before the National Tem- 
perance Convention in session at Chicago : 
Forty years of experience and obser- 
vation have taught me that the greatest 
evil of our country, next, at any rate, to. 
the one that has gone down in fire and 
blood to rise no more, is the evil of in- 
temperance. Every day’s experience, 
every hour of reflection teaches me that 
it is the duty of patriotism, the duty 
of humanity, the duty of Christianity, to 
live Christian lives, and to exert tem- 
perance influence among the people. 
There was a time, when I was younger 
than I am now, when I hoped to live long 
enough to see the cause which my heart 
loves and my judgment approves stronger 
than it is to-day. I may be mistaken, 
gentlemen, but it seems to me that the 
present is a rather dark and troubled 
night for that cause, and it is because it 
so seems to me that I believe it to be the 
duty of every honest, conscientious, self- 
sacrificing man of our country to speak 
and to work for the cause in every legiti- 
mate and proper way; and my reliance 
for the advancement of the cause of tem- 
perance is the same reliance which I 
have for the spread of the gospel of our 
Divine Lord and Master. The heart, the 
conscience, and the reason must be ap- 
pealed to continually ; and Christian men 
and women must remember that the 
heart of Christianity is temperance. If 
it costs a sacrifice, give it. What is sac- 
rifice to doing good and lifting toward 
heaven our fellow-men? We have got to 
rely on appeals and addresses made to 
the heart of this nation, to the conscience 
of the people and the reason of the coun- 
try. We have got to train up our chil- 
dren in the cause from infancy. We 
must teach it in the schools and every- 
where by word, and above all by exam- 
ple, and it seems to me that Christian 
ministers, in this dark hour of our coun- 
try, when they see so much intemperance, 
and what looks to some of us like a re- 
action, should make the voice of the 
pulpits of this land heard. Members of 
Christian churches should remember that 
they have something to do in this cause. 
If anything stands in the way of Chris- 
tianity it is the drunkenness in our land. 
A word for temperance at this time is the 
strongest blow against the kingdom of 
Satan and for the cause of our Lord and 
Master. Suppose you have been disap- 
pointed. Suppose that many of your - 
views have failed. We know that we are 
right. (Applause.) We personally feel 
and see it. The evidence is around and 
about us that we cannot be mistaken in 
living total abstinence lives and recom- 
mending such a course to our neighbors. 
When it costs something to stand by the 
temperance cause, then is the hour to 
stand by it. If I could be heard to-day 
by the people of the land, by the patri- 
otic young men of the country, full of 
life, vigor and hope, I would say that it 
is among the first, the highest and 
grandest duties which the country, God 
and the love of humanity impose, to 
work for the cause of total abstinence, 
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TIMES’ NORMAL LESSONS. 


BY W. ORMISTON, D.D. 


THE REVIEW LESSON. 
(For Sunday, June 27th, 1875.) 





SUBJECT: SAMUEL'S PARTING 
WORDS. 





TEXT: 1 Samuel 12; 20-25. 





. 
20, And Samuel said | the Lorp to make you 


unto the people, Fear “a 
23. oreover as for 


not: ye have done all this 
wickedness: yet turn not | me, God forbid that I 


aside from following the | should sin against the 
Lorp, but serve the | Lorp in ceasing to pra 
Lorp with all your | for you: but I will teach 

heart; you the good and the 
21. And turn ye not | right way: 

aside: for then should ye 34. Only fear the Lorp, 


go after vain things, which 
cannot profit nor deliver: 
for they are vain. 

22. For the Lorp will 
not forsake his people for 
his great name's sake: 
because it hath pleased" 


and serve him in truth 
with all your heart: for 
consider how great things 
he hath done for you. 

25. Butif ye shall still 
do wickedly, ye shall be 
consumed, both ye and 
your king. 


AS this is the last Sabbath of the quarter, 
and the last lesson of the year from the 
Uid Testament, a Review of the preceding 
lessons should ‘be made a part of the exer- 
cises of the class. 

Where, under what circumstances, and 
what, did Israel promise in reference to the 
service of God? Was the promise kept? 
How long? How afterwards broken ? ho 
was Gideon? How called? From whom did 
he deliver Israel? By what means, and with 
what results? Who oppressed Israel in the 
days of Samson? Mention some of his ex- 
ploits. State the manner and results of his 
death. Ask some one to tell the story of 
Ruth. Who was Samuel’s mother? For 
what is she distinguished? What did she 
do with her son? What present did she 
make him every year? ith whom did 
Samuel live? His character? What did Sa- 
muel do? How was he called to be a pro- 
phet? What was the character of the sons 
of Eli? With what foe had they gone with 
the army to fight? What had they taken 
with them? On the day of battle what did 
Eli do? Why was he anxious? Where did 
he sit? What tidings were brought from 
tie field of battle to him, and what effect 
had the news on him? Who judged Israel 
after his death? Where were the people as- 
sembled by Samuel? For what purpose? 
What happened, and how was it commem- 
orated? Whom did Samuel appoint as his 
assistants, and how did they discharge their 
duties? What deputation came to Samuel, 
and for what purpose? How did Samuel 
receive them, and what did hedo? What 
answer did he give to the deputation? 
Whom did Samuel select as king? How 
did he find him? Where, and how was 
Saul publicly elected? What sort of a man 
was Saul, and how was he received by the 
nation? Ask the scholars in succession to 
repeat the Golden Text of each lesson, and 
to state one or more of the practical lessons 
deduced. 

In this way, or in any other way the 
teacher may prefer, should the previous 
lessons be reviewed. In such an exercise 
the manner should be lively, and the schol- 
ars encouraged to give their answers full 
and in their own language. We always re- 
member what we tell much better than what 
we merely hear. Express hearty approval 
when the answers are satisfactory, but be 
sparing of censure, and stir not up any feel- 
ings of rivalry or envy. Forwardness on 
the part of some needs to be repressed, while 
diffidence on the part of others should be 
tenderly dealt with. 

THE CONNECTION, 

After the choice of Saul as King of Israel 
had been confirmed at Mizpeh, he returned 
for a time to his father’s house in Gibeah, 








gyre biding a fit opportunity more | 


ully to vindicate his claims to royalty, as 
also baying all due respect to the long-estab- 
lished authority of Samuel. He had not 
long to wait. Nahash, King of the Am- 
monites, invaded the country east of the 
Jordan and besiged Jabesh, to the terrified 
inhabitants of which city he made the most 
insulting and degrading proposals of sub- 
mission, Heartng of this assault the youth- 
ful monarch, moved by the Spirit of God, 
summoned the hosts of Israel to rally 
around his standard, and they mustered to 
the number of three hundred and thirty 
thousand men, With this vast army he 
utterly destroyed and dispersed the forces 
of Ammon, and obtained a signal and 
glorious victory. In consequence of the 
brilliant success of this first campaign the 
monarchy was renewed and Saul crowned 
at Gilgal; on which occasion, after sacri- 
fices had been offered, amid the rejoicings 
of the people, Samuel delivered a solemn 





address—the closing portion of which forms 
the subject of 

THE LESSON, 
in which we have a faithful admonition, an 
earnest exhortation, a gracious encouragement, 
and a solemn warning. 

Like Moses, ere he ascended Mount Nebo 
to return no more; like Joshua, before he 
closed his long and honorable career at 
Timnath-serah, so Samuel, in transferring 
his judicial authority into other hands, gave 
a parting address to the nation with a view 
of binding them more firmly to the service 
of the Lord. Compare Deut. 30: 19, 20; 
Josh. 24: 14, 23, 24, and 1 Sam. 12: 20, 24, 
and mark the s riking agreement in the sen- 
timent and object of the last public docu- 
ments of the three mest celebrated states- 
men of the Hebrew commonwealth. The 
keynote-in all is the same. Moses says, 
“ Love the Lord thy God; obey his voice ; 
cleave unto him.” Joshua says, “ Fear the 
Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
truth.” And Samuel, three centuries later, 
repeats the same great injanction, “Only 
fear the Lord and serve him in truth.” The 
republic and the monarchy were alike 
founded upon the sovereignty and the ser- 
vice of God, and they flourisbed or failed 
as that service was maintained or neglected. 
The prosperity of Israel, whether under the 
judges or the kings, depended ever upon 
the attitude of the rulers and people toward 
Jehovah. 

Samuel reminded the people that neither 
had he, in the administration of the govern- 
ment, nor God, in his guidance and guar- 
dianship of the nation, given them an 
ground to ask for a change of their consti- 
tution, or for the election of a king. He 
recounts to them the various deliverances 
wrought for them, from the days of Moses 
until his own day. And yet, when Nahash 
threatened to invade the country, they had 
forgotten that the Lord was their king and 
asked that one should be set over them. 
God had been displeased, yet had granted 
their request, and their eyes that day beheld 
their king. 

The Lord confirmed all the words of 
Samuel by a miraculous sign, which awed 
the people and led them to confess their sin 
and sue for the divine forgiveness and favor. 
The answer of Samuel was 

I. An Admonition. (20, 21.) 

Ye have indeed done all this wickedness, 
and offended your God. Ye have, as you 
truly confess, added to former transgressions 
this evil, that ye have asked for a king. In 
this ye are verily guilty, but God is gracious; 
fear not, only turn not aside any more from 
God’s service after vain things, which are 
without profit.. Trust not in any human 
devices, nor in an arm of flesh. You and 
your king will prosper only as ye continue 
to follow after the Lord, otherwise the Lord 
will be against both you and him, even as 
he was pas poss fathers. 

(a) We should ever be willing to submit to 
faithful admonitions. Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend. 

(b) A consideration of our offences against 
God should lead us to repentance. A willful 
continuance in sin hardens the heart. Con- 
scious guilt cries out for confession and for- 
giveness. (Psl. 51:3-5; 32:5; Luke 15; 21.) 

II, ‘Ihe Exhortation. (20-24.) 

1. The Duty, ‘Serve the Lord.” This 
is repeated with emphasis to indicate its im- 
portance. For the nature of this service, 
see Lesson 14th, where it is explained as 
cheerful, constant, universal and loyal. 

2. The Manner. With earnestness of 
purpose and undivided allegiance; with no 
merely formal acknowledgment or tempo- 
rizing policy, but “in truth” and with “all 
the heart.” 

3. The Obligations. The great mercies 
of God manifested toward them. The won- 
derful events which had happened in the 
days of their fathers, and the “great things” 
which had been done in their own day—the 
divine manifestation in the utter overthrow 
of the Philistines at Ebenezer, and the mar- 
velous attestation he had furnished of his 
presence at the present gathering. 

(a) The goodness of God in providence lays 
us under obligation to love and serve him. In 
him we live and move and have our being. 
Every — and perfect gift cometh down 
from the Father of light. What can we 
render unto the Lord for all his mercies? 

(6) The gift of his Son is his crowning gift 
and our highest obligation. This is his un- 
speakable gift—the proof of his love. He 
has not only created and preserved us, but 
he has redeemed us. Bought with a price, 
we are not our own; wherefore we ought to 
glorify him in our bedies and spirits which 
are his. (Rom. 12:1.) 

Ill, The Enceuragement, (22-23.) 

1. The promise of God. Fear not, for 
the Lord will not forsake his people. The 
covenant which he made with Abram and 
confirmed unto Isaac he will not forget. 
His own glory is involved in this, for he 
hath been pleased to choose you aa his peo- 
ple, and although re have often forgotten 
your God, yet will he not utterly forsake 











his people. His great name is your great hope 
and security. 

2. The intercession of Samuel. Not- 
withstanding they had slighted the good old 
man, yet he warmly assures them of his 
continued unabated interest in their welfare, 
and promises to devote himself, as the pro- 

het of God, to their instruction and spir- 
itual direction. 

He would not cease to pray for them just 
as he had hitherto done. He would feel 
that it were a sin for him so to do, and he 
would still teach them the right way, both 
privately when consulted, and publicly in 
the schools. 

(a) Our trust is in the purposes and promises 
of God. “The foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal: The Lord knoweth 
them that are his.” Not by might or by 
power, but by the Spirit of God. We can do 
all things with his help. If God be for us, 
who can be against us? We are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. His 
strength is made perfect in our weakness. 

(6) The instructions of the wise and good 
are valuable. We should give ear to. in- 
struction. We should respect all who teach 
us the right and good way—the way of peace 
and piety ; the way of life and happiness; 
the way to God and to eternal bles edness. 

(c) The prayers of the good in our behalf 
are @ precious privilege. To be remembered 
in the prayers of a Samuel ora Paul is no 
ordinary blessing. The priestly power of in- 
tercession is a high honor put on all saints. 
We should pray for all our friends and for 
all the friends of Jesus. We can all ap- 
proach the throne with humble boldness and 
plead in Christ’s name. 

IV. The Warning. (25.) 

In view of their past frequent defections 
from God’s service, and their disposition to 
rebel against God, the prophet, in tones of 
earnest and affectionate solicitude, warns 
them against future disobedience, telling 
them that if they did wickedly their king 
could not save them, as God in such a case 
would consume both him and them. God 
still asserted his sovereign authority, and his 
right to them and their service. Disobedi- 
ence he would still punish as rebellion and 
unfaithfulness as treason. 

(a) God's Word is full of pathetic warning 
to the ungodly. Turn ye, turn ye, for why 
will ye die? The way of the trangressor is 
hard. The soul that sinneth it shall die— 
“ He that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
(Isa. 2: 11; Ezek. 33: 9-11; Rom. 2: 9; 
Gal. 3:10; 2 Pet. 3:9; Isa. 1: 18 and 55: 7.) 

(6) Destruction awaits the impenitent. (2 
Thess. 1: 8-9; 2 Pet. 2: 1; Matt. 25: 41 and 
46; Dan. 12: 2, and John 5: 29.) 


The Primary Department. 


BY “FAITH LATIMER.” 

















Topic: 
Samuel’s Parting Words, 
olden Text: 
Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with 
all your heart: for consider how great 
things he hath done for you. 
Narrative: 
Samuel’s Counsel. 
Leading Thought: 
Serve Him with all Your Hearts, 
Studies for Teachers: 
Review of Mercies, Deut. 32: 1-14. 
Joshua's Review, Josh 23 : 1-16, 
The Upright Judge, 1 Sam. 12: 1-5, 
Samuel’s Review, 1 Sam, 12; 6-18, 
Confession, Ps. 51 : 1-19. 
Trust in God, Ps. 125; 1-5. 
Peace in Christ, John 14: 1-31. 





NORMAL HINTS. 

| Fist ~ ones cannot readily recall many 

previous lessons, even though they are 
familiar with them, therefore it is best by 
suggestive questioning to call out from the 
class what they have previously learned, 
then, using their combined answers, fix in 
the memory what ought to be remembered. 

That little girl was quite ready to gradu- 
ate from the Primary Department to one 
more advanced, after she had so well learned 
the method of instruction. Her new teacher 
asked, “ Did you have reviews in the Infant- 
class?” “ Yes, indeed, nearly every Sunday.” 
“ How did your teacher review so often?” 
‘Oh! after she told us the lesson she asked 
it all out of us, and then she asked it in 
again.” A practical bit of wisdom expressed 
in childish simplicity. Exactly what is to 
be asked of each class must be determined 
by the one who has taught them. 

Merely to question on the lessons, in 
order, is not a review. First, in your own 
mind, have a definite plan; determine what 
may be excluded, for many minor points 
which helped to make each lesson thorough 
in itself must be omitted. Then determine 
what points or what characters ought to be 
brought out most prominently. After this 
arrange the process by which you can lead 
the children 8s minds to follow the same 
course of thought actively and yet in sym- 

thy with your own. If the lessons have 

historical it is well to arrange the char- 
acters in groups; sometimes present the 
effects as they followed causes. 





Most important of all, after the lessons 
have thus been called up, condense into a 
few, simple sentences the sum and substance 
of the truths reviewed. One way of recall- 
ing the lessons would be to write in a column 
on the board the different classes, such as 
fathers, mothers, etc., then ask for names of 
each and write as given, thus: 





seeeeeees eeeeeeeesenees 


i Fathers: 


: Joash, Manoah, Elkanah, Eli. : 
: Mothers: : Manoah’s wife, Naomi, Hannah. : 
: Sons: : Gideon, Samson, Samuel, Eli's : 
: Daughter:: Rath. {sons, Saul. : 
: Saldiers: : Joshua, Gideon, Samson. yy 
? Ju : + Samson, Samuel. : 
: Priest: : Eli. : 
: Prophet: : Samuel. 

: Saul. 


: King: 


After questioning, this may be rubbed out. 

What nations have we studied about? 
Israelites, Midianites, Philistines. Which 
of these served God? Did they always? 
What did they promise in one of our Golden 
Texts? Did they keep the promise ? 

We had once on the board three words 
about sin. What were they? Sin brings 
sorrow. Can you tell of some of the times 
which prove that? We have people of all 
ages in our lessons. Recall Joshua and ask. 
How old was he when he died? Who was 
the priest that fell from his seat? What bad 
news had he heard ? How old washe? Who 
was the youngest in our lessons? Whom did 
an angel come to? To whom did the Lord 
himself s ? 

For advanced classes the geography is 
important—for little ones the locality is in- 
teresting. 

Where was Gideon when the angel came? 
Doing what? Where was Sampson bound 
in his blindness ? What was he made to do? 
Where did he die? How? Where did Ruth 

lean? Where did Eli first see Hannah? 
here did she take Samuel to give him 
back toGod? When he was grown up and 
the people sinned what did Samuel do for 
them? What lessons teach that God hears 
prayer? Name some who prayed and God 
anawered them. Repeat the Golden Text 
which says, “Iam with you.” What are 
the good examples in our lessons? The 
bad? Of all the persons whom do you love 
best? Almost every child will answer 
Samuel. From that concentrate the deduc- 
tions from other lessons upon text of review 
after it has been recited. 

An impressive lesson may be taught by 
five thoughts in it. Ask, How many fingers 
have you? It would be well to make an 
extended hand on the blackboard—on the 
thumb write the word, Consider. 

Do you remember David and Joshua gave 
us the review we learned three months ago? 
Now for this Samuel gives us a Golden 
Text; in it he tells us to consider, that 
means, think. The same Samuel whose 
little hands Hannah folded together when 
she taught him to pray, the hand she led up 
to the old priest and said (have it recited) 
“T have lent ——.” The same hands that 
worked for God in the tabernacle. What 
were some of the things he did there? When 
a prophet he ainetaheed these hands in prayer 
for the sinful people. What did he offer in 
sacrifice? He said to them and to us, only 
fear the Lord. (Write iton the forefinger and 
have the children all repeat it holding up 
that finger.) The people had chosen to 
have a king, but God would watch and 
guard them if they would only fear him. 
What is it to fear him? When they re- 
membered their enemies, blind Samson, the 
lost ark, what ought they to fear to do? 
Whom should they be afraid to disobey ? 
What does sin bring? Who only could 
keep them from sin? Who can keep us? 
Is it enough to fear God? Samuel told 
them more. What was the promise Israel 
made? Samuel reminded them again—Serve 
Him. (Write it on the second finger, children 
holding it up as they repeat.) When did 
Samuel begin to serve him? Can children 
serve him now? Have you begun? Did 
Samuel tell them how to serve? (Write on 
third finger)—Jn Truth. Did Eli’s sons serve 
in truth when they offered sacrifices’ at the 
altar? Did Samuel’s sons judge in truth 
when they took money from the people? 
Do you serve him in truth if you 
say over the words of prayer and do 
not pray? Do you serve him in truth if 
you say these Golden Texts and do not try 
to remember and obey? Samuel told them 
yet more (write on little finger), With All 
Your Heart. They were not to be half 
for God and half for Baal. What is the first 
Commandment? When they broke that 
trouble came. When Samuel talked to 
them after they had made Saul king, he re- 
viewed all the times they had sinned, how 
they had served idols, forsaken God and 
rejected him, yet he said he would con- 
tinue to pray for them, He gave them these 
five words of warning and of promise. (Have 
all repeated as written on the board, the 
children touching or holding up each ap- 
propriate finger.) Why were the people to 
consider? Because God had done great 


things for them. He has done more for us. 
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Whom has he given to be our king to reign 
and rule in our hearts? Every one who 
obeys these five words of Samuel’s will 
know and feel that “ Christ is all and inall.” 
He will fill them with his love; they are 
his chosen, and God says to those whom 
he loves, “I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands.” 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Specially selected for The Times’ International 
Normal Lessons. ]} 








BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 





SaMUEL’s Lire.—Only a few Sundays ago we 
were considering Samuel’s childhood, his wean- 
ing, education and call. Now he is oid; his hair 
is gray, and men are beginning to feel that he is 
no longer what he was. A high, great life; and a 
few chapters sum it up. And such is life.—Rev. 
F. W. Robertson. 





SAMUEL’s WorK Remains.—They might forget 
Samuel; they might crowd round his successor ; 
but Samuel's work could not be forgotten. Years 
after he was quiet and silent under the ground 
his courts in Bethel and Mizpeh would form the 
precedents and the germs of the national juris- 
prudence. A very pregnant lesson. Life passes, 
work is permanent, That which is done remains.— 
Rev. F. fy. Robertson. 





MERCIES OF THE Past. (See Golden Text.)—A 
man aged fifty years lived forty-eight of that time, 
and never knew what sickness was; but the last 
two years of his life he was sickly, and impatient 
under it; yet at last he reasoned the case thus 
with himself: “The Lord might have given me 
forty-eight years of sickness, and but two years of 
health, yet he hath done the contrary: I will 
therefore rather admire the mercy of God in 
giving me so long a time of health, than repine 
and murmur at him for giving me so short a time 
of sickness.’’—Spencer. 





DUTIES OF THE FUTURE. (See Golden Text.)—Dr. 
Judson sent once for an erring convert. “ Look 
here,” he said, taking a ruler, and tracing a 
crooked line upon the floor,—“ here is where you 
have been walking. You have made a crooked 
track, have kept near it, and not taken to new 
roads; and you have, to a certain extent, grown 
in grace: and now here you stand. You know 
where this path leads. You know what is before 
you,—some struggles, some sorrows, and, finally, 
eternal life and a crown of glory. But to the left 
branches off another very pleasant road; and 
along the air floats, rather temptingly, a pretty bub- 
ble. You do not mean to leave the path you have 
walked in fifteen years; you only want to = 
aside and catch the bubble, and think you will 
come back again: but you never wiill.’— Foster's 
Cyclopedia, 





THE Review oF Lire.—Contrast Samuel’s re- 
view of his life, 1 Sam. 12:1-5, with these words 
of Hawthorne: “Alas! it is not tiil time with 
reckless hand has torn out half the leaves from 
the book of human life, to light the fire of passion 
with, from day to day, that man begins to see that 
those which remain are few in number, and to 
remember faintly at first, and then more clearly, 
that upon the earlier pages of that book was 
written a story of happy innocence, which he 
would fain read over again.” 





DAILY HOME READINGS, 





Monday—Judges 2: 11-16. 
Tuesday—Judges 7: 1-8. 
Wednesday—Judges 16: 25-31. 
Thursday—Ruth 1: 16-22. 
Friday—1 Samuel 3: 1-10. 
Saturday—1 Samuel 7 : 5-12. 
Sunday—1 Samuel 10; 17-24. 





SUMMARY OF THE QUARTER. 





BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 





(The most central and important truths of the 
quarter may be grouped around the three words, 
* Promise.” for the first month; *“ Earnest,’ for 
the second, and * King,” forthe third. The fol- 
lowing would make a blackboard sammary :] 


. of man—made. Ist lesson. 
A ril of man—broken. 2d ‘ 
D of God—made. 3d - 
of God—fulfilled. 4th “ 
deeds, 5th lesson. 


love. 6th ‘* 
nay LATTES "<> 


grief. %th 
June Kil Heavenly—Victory. Lesson 10th 
7 iv—Dis adia « llth 
Earthly—Disobedience. 12th 


QUARTERLY REVIEW OUTLINE. 





ervice promised. 


Lesson 1 € 
“ 2 in and shame, 


“ 3 ummons to Gideon. 
% 4 aved by few. 
5 amson’s death, 
“ 6 incere devotion. 
% 7 jonsecrated, 
“ 8 AMUEL Coned: 
“ 9 ad death of Eli. 
a amuel the Judge. 
ai eeking a king. 
. 12 aul chosen. 
~ & amuel's parting words. 


Burlington, Towa, J.C. W. C, 


1875. | No. | TITLES. 

| 1 Israel’s Promise. 
SS | ake Promise iirokem. 
i 1 ‘The Gali of Gideom. 
@« Prveree MUTitir titer rrr trite te ere ri errr 








Review. 





SECO 


BY ELI S. RELNHOLD, 





| GROUPINGS. 
(MADE, 
PROMISE RRR CC 
mania ee sae 
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( DESIRED. 


A KING —- 





PARTING WORDS. _ 


ND QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART, 1875. 








[The following Chart, from The Baptist Teacher for June, is so simple, clear, intelligible and —" that we take pleasure in copying it into our 
columns. The author will be recognized as one of our own occasional contributors.—Eb. S. 8. T. 


GOLDEN TEXTS. 


The Lord our God will we serve, etc. 


Anenee Rees eee eeeeeeneeeeeneecns eeeeneeeeenenees teneneesenenesereres 





PPPrerrrrrrrrrrrrtrrrrrtrirttititititrit ttt rr rr 
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“Hie that walketh with wise men shail, etc. 
“Phy people shali be my people, etc. 


eeeseeee seeeeeeseeee 





Whosoever shall not receive the, etc. 
““Ghasten thy son while thefe is hope, etc. 





Prrrtrerrrr Sit 





Prrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrtrtrrrtrit te rr 


Only fear the Lord, and serve, etc. 





This Chart may be placed on a blackboard as above or in skeleton, giving only the initials of the titles, and one or two words of the Golden Texts. 
The latter method of review is more thorough as all the facts have to be supplied by the school ; the former method is more brief and assumes in a degree 
a knowledge of titles and Golden Texts, and merely groups these for suggestive purposes, in drawing eut the various lessons and impressing the truths they 
teach. No questions are added as these must be based on the teachings of the quarter's lessons.— The Baptist Teacher. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
A CONCERT EXERCISE 
FOR THE 
SECOND QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


1875. 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 





{DrREcTIONS.—Let the assignments indicated in 
this review be made at least one Sabbath in ad- 
vance. The “ links’ for individuals should be com- 
mitted to memory and given in numerical order 
without being called for. Lhe “links,” that are the 
current lessons, will of course be called by the 
superintendent, as indicated. The Bible readings 
may either be committed to memory or read from 
the Bible. They are to be asked for by numbers 
at the appropriate places, having been previously 
given out on slips of paper to various members of 
the Sunday-school, e. g., 


ee er er errr retire fe Sree rr rrr 


Bible Reading No.1. Joshua 24:1. 


Unity is secured by the continuous chain of 
“links” and variety by the frequent changes of 
exercise. The review itself, exclusive of recita- 
tions, remarks by the pastor, opening exercises, 
and closing exercises would occupy not more 
than thirty minutes, the minimum allotment for 
the Sunday-school lesson in our shortest Sunday- 
school sessions, while those churches who give 
the forenoon or afternoon to the Sunday-school 
and make “Review Day” the brightest Sabbath 
of the quarter can enlarge the programme with 
the recitations and remarks suggested. ]} 

[The “links” are condensed and adapted 
from the Berean Question Book. ] 


Opening Exercises. 

Lord’s Prayer in Concert. (All rising ) 

Singing. 

Responsive Reading. (Lesson 13.) 

Repeat in Concert Review Topic and Text. 

Prayer. By the Pastor. 

The Quarter Reviewed. 
(By the Superintendent or Pastor.) 

[First month reviewed in the lesson parts 
by Bible readings. } 

SUPERINTENDENT: Link 1 is the lesson 
on Israel’s Promise. What is the topic? 
Where was the promise made? (Bible 
Reading No.1. Joshua 24:1.) What was 
the promise? (Bible reading No. 2. Josh. 
24:24—The Golden Text.) What doc- 
trine does this promise imply? (Bible 
reading No. 3. Isa. 45: 22.— Last sentence.) 
What seal did Joshua put to Israel’s pro- 
mise? (Bible reading No. 4. Josh. 24: 26, 
27.) With this promise of men what pro- 
mise of God is given? (Bible reading No. 
5. Josh 24: 20.) 

[The intervening links, 2-4, each to be recited, 
by previous assignment, by a member of the 
Suuday-school. } 

“ Link 2 tells us of the conquests of Judah 
and Simeon, which were impeded by un- 
belief.” 

“ Link 3 describes the condition of the 
other tribes, who were ‘slack’ to go up and 
conquer the places that God had given 
them.” 

“ Tink 4 pictures the weeping scene at 
Bochim, when God’s messenger rebukes the 
people for their sins and disobedience, and 
they weep but do not reform.” 

Supr’r: Link 5. The Promise Broken. 
What is the topic? How did God’s people 
break their promise? (Bible Reading No. 
6. Judges 2:11.) How did God keep his 
promise? (Bible reading No. 7. Judges 2: 
15.) What characteristic of human nature 
did this wanderi.g of Israel illustrate. (Bible 
reading No. 8, Psa. 106: 13—Golden Text.) 
What is the result of sin in the sinner’s 
heart in every age? (Bible reading No. 9. 
Isa, 57: 20.) How was deliverance brought 





to Israel? (Bible reading No. 10. Judges 
2:16.) How is deliverance brought to us? 
(Bible reading No. 11. Matt. 1: 21.) 

{Link 6-12 to be recited by individual members 
of the Sunday-school. } 

‘« Link 6 describes, in a general way, the 
days of the judges.” . 

* Link 7 tells how Israel sinned again and 
repented, and God gave them a deliverance 
—Othniel.” 

“ Link 8 gives the story of Ehnd, the 
next deliverer, who killed the Moabite ty- 
rant and freed Israel from oppression.” 

“ Link 9 tells once more of Israel sinning, 
suffering, repenting. God took Shamgar 
from his oxen to deliver Israel from her 
enemies with his ox-goad.” 

“ Link 10 shows us Israel once more sin- 
ning and punished with: foreign invaders. 
They repent at last. Deborah, a judge and 
“mother in Israel,” comes to the rescue, 
calis Barak to | the armies of Israel to 
victory—together they deliver Israel by 
God’s divine help.” 

“ Link 11 gives Detorah’s Song of Vic- 

” 


tory. 

“ Tink 12 tells us yet once more of Israel’s 
backsliding and her punishment through 
the Midianites.” 


Sur’r: Link 13. Gideon’s Call. In their 
sufferings for sin to whom did Israel go for 
help? (Bible reading No. 12. Judges 6 : 6.) 
Whom did God call to deliver them and 
from what place? (Bible reading Ne. 13. 
Judges 6:11, 12.) What promise did God 
give him? (Bible reading No. 14. Judges 
6:14.) What similar promise have we? 
(Bible reading No. 15. Matt. 28: 20.— 
Golden Text.) 

SING: 

“Stand then in his great might 
With all his strength endued, 

But take to arm you for the fight 
The panoply of God,” etc., etc. 

[Links 14-17 to be recited by individual mem- 
bers of the Sunday-school. } 
| “Link 14 describes the miracle of the 
Jehovah Angel, the Christ of the Old Tes- 
tament, in bringing fire out of the rock to 
strengthen the faith of Gideon.” 

‘* Link 15 describes Gideon beginning his 
work for God at home—overthrowing the 
home idol.” 

** Link 16 tells how he blew his trumpet 
and gathered a large army.” 

“ Link 17 describes the two miracles with 
the fleece, by which God showed Gideon he 
was present with him.” 

Sur’r: Link 18. Gideon’s Army. What 
is the topic? How many had°Gideon in his 
army at first? (Bible reading No. 16. 
Judges 7:3.) When they had been tested 
how many were found worthy to fight? 
(Bible reading No. 17. Judges 7:6.) What 
promise of God in this lesson? (Bible 
reading No. 18. Judges 7:7.) What other 
assurance of God is suggested by this story ? 
(Bible reading No. 19. 1 Sam. 14: 6.— 
Golden Text.) 

[If the time allowed to the Sunday-school ses- 
sion permit, the exercises may be pleasantly 
varied here by an appropriate recitation—the 
celebrated battle-song of Gustavus Adolphus, 
which was frequently sung by that great Protes- 
tant commander and his army, on the field of ac- 
tion, and for the last time on the eve of the battle 


of Luizen. It issupposed that Gustavus Adolphus 
himself composed it after the battle of Leipzig. } 


ReciTation. (By a young man.) 


Gustavus Adolphus’s Battle Song. 


Fear not, O little flock! the foe who madly seeks 
your overthrow ; 
Dread not his rage and power! 
What though your courage sometimes faints, his 
seeming triumph o’er God's saints, 
Lasts but one little hour. 








Be of good cheer; your cause belongs to Him who 


can avenge your wrongs, 
Leave it to Him, our Lord; 
Though hidden yet from all our eyes, He sees the 
Gideon who shall rise 
To save us and His Word. 
As true as God's own Word is true, nor earth nor 
. hell with all their crew 
Against us shall prevail. 
A jestand by-word are they grown: our God is 
with us, we His own,— 
ig 7 ones Myer fail! gubec 
Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer: Great Cap- 
tain now Thine arm make bare.— 
Fight for us once again ; 
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise a mighty 
chorus to Thy praise, 
World without end—Amen. 


{Links 19 to 31 to be recited by individual mem- 
bers of the Sunday-school. | 

“ Tink 19 describes the victory of 300, 
with God, over 135,000 without him.” 

“ Link 20 describes the earnest and suc- 
cessful pursuit.” 

“ Link 21 completes the story of the bat- 
tle, with the capture of the two kings, Zebah 
and Zalmunna.” 

“ Link 22 closes Gideon’s history, his re- 
fusal of the crown, his error with the .ephod, 
and his death, with the story of the Bramble 
King added.” 

“ Link 23 mentions the judges Tola and 


air.” 

“ Link 24 describes the Ammonite op- 
pression.” 

“ Link 25 tells of the deliverer Jephthah 
and his rash vow by which he lost his noble 
daughter.” 

“ Link 26 describes a quarrel in the tribe 
of Ephraim.” 

- Link 27 mentions three obscure rulers.” 

“ Tink 28 describes the birth of Samson, 
who was, like Samuel, a child of promise.” 

“Link 29 tells of his merry wedding 
feast.” 

“ Link 30 includes several of his wonder- 
ful feats of strength.” 

“ Tink 31 describes the treachery of De- 
lilah, by which he became a blind prisoner 
of the Philistines.” 

[Second month to be reviewed in the 
Lesson parts by appropriate classes. } 

Sup’t: Link 32. The Death of Samson. 
Class No.—. (A class of boys.) Rising, they 
repeat together, Topic, Golden Text, Out- 
line and trine. Dialogue by the class— 
Milton’s “Samson Agonistes” abbreviated. 


Pi one 33 to 39 recited by individual members 
of the Sunday-school. | 


“ Link 33 describes Micah and the Levite.” 

“ Tink 34 gives the story of this Levite’s 
nee 5 with the Danites against his em- 
ployer. 

“ Link 35 describes the terrible crime of 
Benjamin.” 

“ Link 36 tells of the council gathered at 
Mizpeh to avenge this wrong.” 

“ Link 37 describes the fierce war against 
Benjamin.” 

“ Link 38 pictures the mercy shown to the 
remnant that escaped the sword.” 

“ Tink 39 tells of the famine that drove 
Naomi into Moab. Her husband and her 
sons die, and her daughters-in-law come with 
her toward Israel again. One of them re- 
turns when she hears of the difficulties 
before her and Naomi advises the other, 
Ruth, to go also.” 

Supr’r: Link 40. Ruth and Naomi. 
Class No. —. (A class of young ladies.) 
Rising, they repeat together, Topic, Golden 
Text, Outline and Doctrine. Song. (By 
two young ladies.) “Ruth and Naomi,” 
“ Prize,” p, 183, etc. 

{Links 41 to 46 by individual members of the 
Sunday-school. } 


(Continued to page 381.) 
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AN interesting letter from the Illinois 
Convention at Alton, will be published 
next week, 





KENTUCKY has made very earnest and 
full preparations for her State Conven- 
tion, which meets at Lexington, June 8th, 
%th and 10th, The programme before 
us shows a splendid list of topics and 
a splendid array of workers. Their motto 
is, “ Elevate the Standard.” 





MAINE and California clasp’ hands 
across the Continent in their State Sun- 
day-@chool work. The pleasant tele- 
graphic interchanges between their Con- 
ventions, in session on the same days, 
recognize the fact of inter-state sympa- 
thy, and co-operation in national and 
international labors, most hopefully. It 
is more than a mere sentiment. 





VIRGINIA is promptly wheeling into 
line in State organization. At a mass- 
meeting just held in Richmond, returned 
delegates from Baltimore gave glowing 
accounts of the International Convention, 
and a committee was ordered to be ap- 
pointed to make arrangements for the 
firat State Convention, to be held in 
Richmond on the 6th of October, 1875. 
We congratulate the Old Dominion on 
this prompt and wise Sunday-school 
action. 





THe Pennsylvania Convention will 
begin its sessions this week, at Lebanon. 
Unusual preparations have been made 
for a successful gathering. Among the 
speakers promised are, the Rey. Drs. 
Newton, Bomberger, J. Wheaton Smith, 
and Cattell, the Rev. Messrs. Lowry 
and Wylie, Prof. Wickersham, State 
Superintendent of Common Schools and 
D, E. Small, Esq. This is a strong 
programme, Great expectations are 
indulged. 





Dr. Vincent’s June Normal Class is 
full of teaching material—specific in its 
helps on current work, and general in its 
quality of adaptation to all teaching 
work, The mission of this new and 
beautiful monthly is an earnest one, and 
it is earnestly, beautifully fulfilling it. 
Dr. Vincent’s associate in the Sunday- 
School and Tract Departments of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Rev. J. 
M, Freeman, is the subject of the hand- 
some portrait that adorns the June 
number. 





THE New York Convention meets this 
week at Syracuse. The largest meeting 
for years is anticipated. Sunday, June 
6th, was set apart as a day of prayer 
throughout the State for the Sunday- 
school cause, and for the Convention 
about to assemble, Mass-meetings were to 
be held on that day in Syracuse, Oneida, 
Utica, Auburn and Oswego, members of 
the Executive Committee having ar- 
ranged to go into those cities and ‘rally 
the brethren. Coming together in Con- 
vention after such preliminary labors, 
with hearts all aglow, how is it possible 
that the Syracuse meeting should be any 
other than a blessed success ? 





THE New York Daily Witness is an 
honor to journalism. It has just been 
enlarged and improved, and changed 
from an evening to a morning news- 
paper. It is just the kind of paper to 





take in Christian families. It publishes 
daily reports of the Fulton Street prayer- 
meeting, has very choice religious read- 
ing each day, notes on the Interna- 
tional Sunday-school lessons, and is in 
its whole tone, from editorials through to 
advertisements, pure, wholesome, Chris- 
tian, It is taking rank, also, with the 
highest dailies in its news department. 
The community is to be congratulated in 
having such a journal. We wish there 
were more of them in the land. 





THE Missouri State Convention has 
just closed its interesting sessions at St. 
Louis, where it met May 29-31. At the 
Baltimore Convention ninety of its coun- 
ties were reported organized. We are 
informed that that was an error. Only 
twenty-nine county organizations now 
exist, although at different times, our in- 
formant says, there were that many or- 
ganized. But he infers that they must 
have been “ paper organizations.” He 
promises, however, earnest endeavors to 
have the whole State at work next year 
through County Associations. 





TIowA holds her tenth annual Conven- 
tion at Marshalltown, June 15, William 
Reynolds, of Peoria, Illinois, is down for 
an address on “ Our Work and Our Re- 
ward,” and a model exercise on “ How 
Teach, and Why?” “ What of the Inter- 
national?” will be answered by H. C. 
Sigler, of Osceola, one of the acting Vice 
Presidents at Baltimore. “ Normal- 
classes,” the “Teacher Outside,” “The 
Art of Asking Questions,” with twice as 
many more earnest topics, will be con- 
sidered. Robert Grant, of McGregor, 
will conduct ‘‘ A Workers’ Prayer-meet- 
ing,” and several leading workers are as- 
signed questions concerning “Lay Work,” 
“The Workmen,” “Our Work,” ‘The 
Work-shop of the Church,” “Shaping 
the Work for Christ,” “ Extending the 
Work,” etc. It will be emphatically a 
Christian Workingmen’s Convention. 





AT THE late fifty-first anniversary of 
The American Sunday-School Union, in 
New York, the Rev. Dr. Manning, of 
England, said that for some fifteen years 
he had been at the head of the oldest 
Sunday-school in the world. It was in 
the county of Somersetshire, and was es- 
tablished in the year 1784. In that school 
there is to-day the oldest Sunday-school 
teacher in the world, a lady of more than 
ninety-four years of age who for eighty 
years has been teaching in that one 
school. And she still teaches with all 
the grace and courtliness of manner of a 
much younger person, her scholars look- 
ing up into her beautiful face with beam- 
ing love and reverence, and almost with 
worship, feeling that hoary hairs are in- 
deed a crown of glory when found in the 
ways of righteousness. The President of 
the meeting, Hon. William E. Dodge, 
remarked that we too had amongst us 
a lady teacher over eighty years of age, 
adding, “ We all know and love the name 
of Mrs. Doremus.” Well merited ap- 
plause from the audience followed these 
interesting statements, 





In addition to our correspondence from 
the California Convention, in another 
column, one of the members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee writes us: “ None of 
our preceding Conventions exceeded this 
one in interest, in enthusiasm, or in 
practical results, so far as we can judge 
at this time. The Executive Committee, 
encouraged by the success of their ex- 
periment last year to rely entirely ‘on 
our home talent, decided to go a step 
further this year and throw all the topics 
open, relying on the general body of 








teachers and ministers to take them up 
and sustain the discussions. In this they 
were not disappointed. There was never 
a moment’s flagging during the whole of 
the proceedings, and the practical work- 
ing of our various schools was laid right 
before us. Our lady teachers took part 
freely in these discussions, and we re- 
ceived from them some most valuable 
suggestions and experiences, For the 
evening meetings, however, speakers were 
appointed; but, with two exceptions, were 
not able to keep their appointments. The 
revival work going on in San Francisco, 
Oakland and Stockton hindered many of 
our most active workers, both ministerial 
and lay, from attending the Convention. 
But, notwithstanding this, we had a rftost 
blessed time, for the Lord was with us.” 





THREE TO ONE! 


E have just been looking over the 

estimates and statistics given by 
Rev. George J. Mingins, New York City 
Missionary. He tells us that New York 
is raising three street gamins to one of 
the better sort of children. When we 
consider all the purlieus of vice, and 
streets of a vile odor and order, his figures 
must be not far from correct. Take this 
with the other fact that one-tenth of all 
our population is packed within four- 
teen cities, and we get some comprehen- 
sion of the danger ahead. He states, 
what is a well known fact, that few be- 
come criminals or vicious after mature 
age. The habit is almost inevitably 
formed in early boyhood and girlhood. 
The criminal classes are recruited from 
those who do not understand the road 
before them. Bring a boy up to sixteen, 
with manly, clear views, and cultured 
principlés, and you are sure of him, al- 
most inevitably, for life. Christian peo- 
ple must wake up to a most thorough 
comprehension of the drift of affairs. 
Three toone! Where will our civilization 
be in a quarter century more? What will 
become of our progress? We shall be go- 
ing backward instead of forward. The 
country cannot overcome this terrible 
majority. Besides, these souls ought 
to be saved. All our petty differences 
and quarrels and hobbies should go for 
nothing till the country is saved. What 
are you going to do about it, good rea- 
der? More piety, more religious culture, 
more positive, aggressive, patient soul 
saving—this we must have to be saved. 





WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 


ILLIAM Reynolds, of Peoria, Illi- 
nois, is the subject of our portrait 
and sketch. He is widely known as a 
Christian worker. A young and enter- 
prising business man, he has yet found 
time to engage in special and wide- 
spread evangelistic labors. Leaving his 
business at certain seasons in the care of 
others, he with a few kindred spirits has 
for years been conducting religious cam- 
paigns through his State, gathering the 
people together in open air meetings, 
testifying of Christ and calling on men 
to forsake sin and accept the great salva- 
tion. Marvellous success has constantly 
followed these evangelistic tours; no less 
in direct results upon the masses whom 
he has reached by his ringing voice than 
in arousing his brethren in every place 
to a higher sense of their privileges and 
duties as Christian workers. 

The first and most fruitful field of 
these special labors was the Sunday- 
school. With such brethren as Moody 
and Jacobs and Tyng and Gillett, mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee of the 
Illinois State Sunday-School Association, 
he inaugurated nearly ten years ago that 
system of Sunday-school visitations by 





which the whole State was fired with 
zeal in the cause. Sunday-school mass- 
meetings were held, counties organized, 
local workers aroused, Sunday-schools, 
churches and communities stirred to 
their very depths, revivals of religion be- 
gun, and many precious souls saved. We 
do not know that Mr. Reynolds originated 
these special Sunday-school tours, but he 
was one of the earliest and foremost to 
engage in them, and we know that to 
the shape thus early given to the work 
in Illinois, much of the surprising suc- 
cess and growth of the cause in that 
State is due. 

Mr. Reynolds is still in the harness. 
Only a few weeks ago, as our readers will 
recall, he, with the missionary, Rev. W. 
P. Paxson, conducted a Sunday-school 
campaign in Texas, holding mass meet- 
ings in six or seven important centres, 
and accomplishing a work that will 
mould all the religious future of that 
great State. 

Mr. Reynolds stands prominently forth 
among the young Christian business men 
of America. He believes that the Lord 
has called him into commercial life, and 
he has been prospered there; but he also 
believes that the Lord in calling him has 
the first claim upon his time his talents, his 
means, his health, his energies, his whole 
life and powers, and these he has joyfully 
consecrated to His service. This conse- 
cration has been the secret of his success. 








BUTTON-HOLE WORK. 


ET no one suppose that we refer to 

the work of sewing women. We 
mean by ‘“‘button-hole work” that kind 
of direct, persistent, personal effort by 
which a man seeks to accomplish his 
purpose of influencing his fellow. When 
great interests are at stake and an early 
decision and prompt action are called 
for one man engages another in close 
conversation, He plies him with argu- 
ments, he urges him to a committal, and 
he continues thus until his point is car- 
ried or a refusal is given. The expres- 
sion has become synonymous with “close 
personal work with another.” 

Now this is one great want of to-day 
in the pulpit, in the Sabbath-school, and 
in the associations of every-day life. It 
is said concerning a remarkable work 
among the people in a certain heathen 
community, that “ Not one in one hun- 
dred of the hosts of converts have been 
brought to Christ by the direct labors 
of the missionaries, but that each new 
convert becomes a preacher to others 
and thus the work goes on.” Why is 
this not a good rule for Christian work 
in Christian as well as in heathen lands? 
It is the Bible rule. “Let him that 
heareth, say, Come.” 

The usages of Christian life in these 
days seem to demand too little of this 
“man to man” work. Preachers are ex- 
pected to deal in glittering generalities 
which will reach nobody in particular. 
Teachers in the Sunday-school are con- 
tent to teach facts or fancies without 
laying duty closely on the individual 
conscience. Professing Christians meet 
their fellows and never say a word to 
them about things which should engross 
every thought and energy of life. 

When one has important business with 
a man he gets near to him. He brings 
all his energy, mental and bodily, to bear 
on him in order to “ make his point,” 
but when believers meet and mingle 
with those who are lost and who need 
Christ above all else they have no ur- 
gent message to give them. In a time 
of revival in a church this condition of 
things is changed. Then “ button-hole 
work” for Christ begins to be done. One 
person goes for another. He keeps by 
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him, yea, he clings to him, pursuing him 
with his heart’s desire, “Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good, for the Lord 
hath spoken, good concerning Israel.” 
In the Sunday-school class the teacher 
is not content any longer to give general 
instructions to his class, but he begins 
to “button-hole” them one by one. It 
might not be amiss to ask all our teach- 
ers whether they have left the imprint of 
their fingers on the button-holes of any 
one’s coat. How easy and how swift 
will be the work of the world’s conver- 
sion when each professing child of God 
becomes a “believing, button-hole 
worker.” Happy is that church and 
that Sabbath-school which has a large 
and earnest body of such workers. 

If any say I know not how to do this 
sort of work, we reply, “Learn. Begin 
at once to do it.” Be assured that with- 
out an experimental knowledge of this 
kind of direct, personal, persistent work 
for Christ, you will do but little for his 
cause. May each of our readers become 
a zealous “button-hole worker.” 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE INDIANA CONVENTION. 


HE Indiana Sunday-school workers 
-L held their Eleventh Annual Conven- 
tion at Lafayette, beginning Tuesday, the 
lst of June. I write from the heart of 
the grand convocation and can only 
drop a word as to the spirit and tone of 
the gathering. 

Enthusiasm certainly prevails if such 
meetings are in any way an index. In- 
diana is behind none of her sister States 
in the general awakening that seems to 
be incident to the cause. The pulsations 
of every heart seemed, as they took part 
in the various exercises, to be warm, 
hearty, and intelligent. The grand Opera 
House of this city was well filled at every 
session and the deepest interest prevailed 
at the presentation of any topic looking 
for improvement and enlargement. De- 
legates reporting themselves numbered 
334. As far as reports were received 
a happy record of generous work for God 
was noticeable. 
was apparent and held the Convention 
under a happy atmosphere through all 
its sessions. 

W. H. Levering, the President, was 
re-elected. He is a man fifty years of age, 
of immense heart, a practical business 
man, and a good presiding officer. He 
has done a world of work during the 
year traveling over the State, gathering 
statistics, and firing the subordinate offi- 
cials to local duty. His personal record 
of labor in stimulating workers from 
one end of the State to the other is cer- 
tainly a marvel of devotion, systematic 
effort, and self-sacrifice. 

The following is a summary of the re- 
ports made by the Statistical Secretaries : 
Number of counties in State, 92; num- 
ber not reporting, 34 ; number reporting, 
58. Number of schools, 1598. Number of 
officers and teachers, 18,895; average at- 
tendance, 107,132. Number added to the 
Church during past year, 6,729. Num- 
ber of schools holding teachers’ meet- 
ings, 486; not holding, 984. Number 
using the uniform series of lessons, 1043. 

The Opera House was handsomely de- 
corated with flags, evergreens and flowers. 
The Hon. Schuyler Colfax gave a five 
minutes’ talk that assured the delegates 
of his interest in the work of religious 
education. The singing, under charge of 
Prof. Ruggles, was well conducted. Five 
cabinet organs and a grand piano, with a 
well-trained chorus choir, helped to lead 
‘the praise part of the Convention. The 
selections were happy and lent a bright, 
glad cheer to the whole of the exercises. 

God bless the workers of Indiana! 


The spirit of devotion | 





May their good words and works permeate 
the neglected regions with happy results ! 
J. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


THE MAINE CONVENTION. 


T met at Auburn. All parts of the 
State that were representable (much 
of our territory is wilderness) were repre- 
sented. The veteran Alden Baker, of 
Gardiner, presided. He knows how to 
do it, and if he needed help he had it in 
the able staff of Vice Presidents, Secre- 
taries and Committees the Convention 
gave him. 

All kinds of Sunday-school talent were 
in the Convention. We had a real mu- 
sical leader to do the singing, an able 
financier to secure the cash, practical 
business men on the Committees, intelli- 
gent, warm-hearted, sensible pastors to 
address us and lead in the discussion of 
the questions introduced—while many 
experienced superintendents and teach- 
ers, conductors of Normal-classes, and 
leaders in all parts of the work, freely 
gave the results of their observations and 
methods for the benefit of their brethren. 

“The Bible and the Children,” was 
the earliest topic discussed. It was in- 
troduced by a capital address from the 
Rev. Mr. Ecob of Augusta. The Bible 
is God’s provision for the spiritual edu- 
cation of our children. We are not born 
Christians; but we are born with a reli- 
gious nature. God’s Word is the bread 
from heaven to feed that nature and 
cause it to grow. The Sunday-school 
dispenses this food. It educates the 
spiritual faculties and equips the young 
and growing Christian life. We are to 
use the Bible in training the souls as we 
use arithmetic, grammar and geography 
in training the intellects of our children. 
And we are to use as much care and skill 
and patience in the one kind of culture 
as in the other. In our day-schools 
we demand trained teachers. Why should 
we not demand the same in our Sunday- 
schools? Are souls more easily managed 
than brains? In our day-schools we ex- 
pect results, What would we think if our 
children took music lessons for years with- 
out being able to play a tune, studied 
painting years without being able to mix a 
color, pored over mathematics till twenty, 
then couldn’t make change at the gro- 
cer’s? But our children go to the Sab- 
bath-school for years without gaining ap- 
parently the rudiments of a spiritual 
education. They do not know how to 
pray successfully; they are unable to 
believe vigorously, or hope joyfully. 
They do not know how to apply spiritual 
principles to everyday practical life. Yet 
we have all agreed to take this state of 
things for granted. We teach in the 
family, in the Sabbath-school, in the 
pulpit, in a vague, general way, then are 
astonished, and talk of the intention of 
God if we happen to hit anyone in our 
teaching. If, when pigeons are plenty, 
a man should say, “I hear that the 
woods are full of pigeons,” and so should 
take his gun and go to blazing away into 
the trees, right and left, anywhere, it 
would be a special providence, or some- 
thing of that sort, if he brought down 
any birds. “But I cannot believe that 
God has set us at any such random work 
in our spiritual life. When I see his 
great law of provision running through 
all the heights and depths of nature, 
every demand of every created thing met 
promptly and bountifully-; when I see 
that I can lay hold of the principles of 
music and apply them to the tastes and 
aptitudes of a child so as to make a mu- 
sician of him; lay hold of the principles 
of art and make an artist of him; lay 
hold of the laws of mathematics and 





make a mathematician of him; when I 
see that I can so lead in upon his imagi- 
nation the beauty, sublimity and mys- 
tery of nature as to make a poet of him, 
then I am confident that God has so 
placed at my disposal the arcana of 
spiritual principles and influences that I 
can make a Christian of him and not 
fail. It must be friends, that if in our 
spiritual natures lie the springs of our 
immortality, if in it are drawn the linea- 
ments of God’s image, if out of it are the 
goings forth of faith and love and holy 
longing, the supreme dignities and graces 
and powers of manhood, it must be that 
the principles by which this highest, best 
part of us is saved eternally are simple, 
practical and adequate to the task pro- 
posed.” 

This address was full of points of in- 
terest and power. One delegate thought 
that it was fortunate that the Convention 
started with such words. But there were 
many such words of practical pertinence 
and utility all through the sessions. “How 
to Get a Good Sunday-school” was a 
fruitful topic.” Don’t make the smartest 
man your superintendent, nor him who 
can draw the prettiest pictures on the 
blackboard. Don’t run your Sunday- 
school fora man. Drop your man when 
he is not a spiritual leader. Have a 
Normal-class, Take your teachers from 
such aclass—not from your Bible-classes. 
The miserable dish-water library books 
are a hindrance to a school. The trash 
in them is alarming in quantity. But 
don’t burn all the books. Supply the 
places of the bad with good. If you 
make a hole fill it up or the devil will 
jump into it. 

Mission work occupied a good share 
of attention. The street arabs make 
good singers. It is better to get them 
into the Sunday-school than to send 
them to reform schools. We must “ go 
for” the children, get close up to them, 
and bring them with us. “Can’t dress 
well enough” is a bad bugbear. Our 
children are buried up in furbelows. Too 
much is made of dress. We ought to 
start calico societies in our churches by 
way of a good example. 

Attendance of children on the sanc- 
tuary was another fruitful topic. It isa 
slander on our children, to say, that they 
do not understand our average pulpit 
discourses. They do. But pastors should 
have children more in mind in their dis- 
courses. Have the children do the sing- 
ing occasionally. Take the timid ones 
up and seat them in the minister’s pew 
with the minister’s wife. Don’t feed the 
children on baby talk. 

A Bible-service by the whole congre- 
gation, instead of one preaching service 
by the pastor alone, was forcibly urged 
by the Rev. George N. Marden, of Far- 
mington, who has had large influence in 
the propagation of this view which is 
gaining ground among us. Several 
speakers warmly endorsed the change. 
Temperance in the Sunday-school was 
eloquently urged. Town, county, and 
state work was egrnestly considered. 
Praise meetings, early morning prayer- 
meetings, and warm, impressive, devg- 
tional services raised the spiritual tone 
of the Convention, which was, taken alto- 
gether, one of the best if not the best of 
the seven that have now been held. Fra- 
ternal greetings were exchanged with 
the California Convention in session at 
Sacramento, and a new and vigorous im- 
petus was imparted to those features 
which will bind the State in interest and 
efficiency with the great international 
brotherhood of States in this glorious 
work. 

The Secretary for Maine, David Cargill 
of Augusta, is a tireless worker and as 
faithful and efficient as he is tireless, 


He presents a good record for the year. 
227 schools are reported with a total mem- 
bership of 21,876. 193 of these schools 
have moved into line in the great Inter- 
national Lesson study-scheme, and 
blessed results have followed. Last year 
there were over 1000 conversions, an 
average of five to each school. 

The following named gentlemen, ve- . 
terans in the work, were brought to the 
platform and introduced to the Conven- 
tion. They have each been more than 
half a century in Sunday-school labors. 
They were Rev. Thomas Adams, Wins- 
low; Samuel E. Merrill, Dea. Simeon 
Page, Hallowell; Rev. Dr. 8S. Allen, 
Winthrop; A. Baker, Gardiner; Judge 
Seth May, Auburn ; Joseph Smith, Sam- 
uel E. Merrill. 

May God bless the work and workers 
in Maine! B. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
THE CHURCH PRAYING FOR THE 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL. 


BY E. D. JONES. 


ERIODICALLY in the Fourth Bap- 

tist Church of St. Louis, to which 
the Benton Street Mission Sunday-school 
is attached, we make the Sunday-school 
the subject of prayer. Last evening we 
enjoyed such a feast. It was so good I 
dare not withhold it from you. The pas- 
tor, Rev. M. H. Pogson, called for per- 
sonal experiences in the work, after hav- 
ing given his own testimony to its worth 
as an evangelizing power among the peo- 
ple. I will give the outline of each one’s 
remarks. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT: Beautiful at- 


titude; the Church nursing and prayin 
for its offspring. The Bautinp school 
puts forth its hand to these parents and 
Christian workers and seeks their sup- 
port, their presence, watch-care and 
earnest work. All cannot afford personal 
labor, but all may give their prayers and 
ye gre to the common work. Where 
shall the laity find a field equal to it, 
where so many varied gifts can be em- 
ployed, where such precious opportuni- 
ties are given for usefulness, and where 
the sphere for the development of Chris- 
tian graces is so large? In what field of 
Christian labor is the privilege so gene- 
rous as this for seed sowing and harvest 
work for God? Blessed field that in- 
spires us to study the Word. Thanks to 
God, we can open the door and gather 
from the haunts of sin the poor, the 
sinner, and the outcast. 

MR.R.: The Sunday-school is a means 
of grace tome. It has done me good. I 
have learned of God in it. I entered it 
on my conversion little over a year ago. 
I’ve been in it ever since. It is a joy to 
tell others of Christ’s dying love. 

Mrs. R.: The hour I teach is the 
sweetest of my life. Have not been 
absent for six months. I asked for the 
worst boys in the school and got them. 
Two of my boys are sons of barkeepers. 
My special efforts have been on them. 
One of them went to a base-ball match 
a few Sundays ago. His father whipped 
him not for that, but because he missed 
his Sunday-school. The other boy has 
abandoned his daily mug of beer. I love 
my work. 

Mr. H.: I came into the Sunday- 
school when converted. I can’t stay 
away. Have not missed for two years. 
I look with interest on my boys and ‘feel 
sure they will all be Christian men. I 
am more interested in the work than 
ever. 

Mrs. W.: I had a class in this school, 
some years ago, of nine boys. Eight are 
Christians walking consistent lives. I 
rejoice in them as fruits for God. I teach 
eleven girls in the morning and nine in 
the afternoon. The work is sweet to mé. 
I can’t give it up. 

Miss L.: I love my class, 
them what I know. 
the good I can. 

Mrs. W.: (Infant department teacher, 
partially blind.) I owe all I am to the 
Sunday-school. The little ones love me 
and I certainly love them very dearly. I 
feel that lam shaping their minds for 


1 teach 
I try to do them all 





the future and need all the sympathy - 
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my brethren and sisters can give me. 
Pray for me. To those not in the school 
let me say a word. If you cannot teach 
do asa poor sister is doing in a quiet 
way—gather the little ones in from the 
streets. 

Mr. M.: I can consistently speak, for 
Iam not in the school. My children 
come, however, and you have always 
had my prayers and my contributions. 
Thank God for this school. It has blest 
many a worker with inspiration and been 
the means, under God, of saving souls. 

Mr. C.: I undertake to teach too 
much; but in every lesson I find some 

ood thing to turn to practical account. 
My class is small, I watch it with solici- 
tude and pray for the scholars. I can’t 
worry over the hard things. I give them 
the gospel of each lesson. 
iss B.: Ido love so much to teach 
my precious class, for Jesus is the burden 
of my anxious soul. May I ask your 
prayers for their conversion. 

Mr. C.: I work at the chapel. I am 
happy to see what progress my scholars 
make. They do learn. My children, 
sometimes, at home, disobey me, but 
when I allude to the words of the su- 

erintendent they are brought to obey. 
hat an influence. The Sunday-school 
has made me. 

Mrs. P.: I find pleasure and profit in 
my work. My own little children brin 
me home some very precious truths. 
look for the Master’s blessing upon us, I 
am glad my lot is cast here. I can’t but 
be wlesned in my feeble efforts with the 
little ones, as I see them trying to learn 
the precious truths of God’s Word. 

Mr. B.: Sixteen years’ devotion to the 
work makes me love it more. 

Mr. 8.: I have not done anything yet. 
I want a class and will try to do my duty. 

Miss M. L.: I can do but little. I 
want my class brought to Christ. I feel 
it will be my fault if they are not Chris- 
tians. 

Miss E. C.: My soul is eager for the 
salvation of my scholars. I try to lead 
them to Jesus every Sunday. I feel that 
they must be converted. 


The influence of these varied experi- 
ences, told from the heart, followed by 
earnest prayers, cannot but. be good. 
The reflex influence, too, is so happy. 
We parted feeling that we had gained 
somewhat on the affections of the Church, 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
A LETTER TO PRIMARY 
TEACHERS. 


BY MRS, W. F. CRAETS, 
THE LESSON. 


] EAR TEACHER FRIEND: Is it not 
deplorable, that after visiting a large 
number of Primary-classes and hearing from 
others, that one should be obliged to say, 
It is the exception and not the rule to find 
the International Lesson taught to small 
children? Do you ask how the teachers are 
occupied and what the children do? Some 
you would find clinging to the use of the 
Catechism, asking still, “Who was the’ 
first man?” “ Who was the first woman ?” 
etc. Others use question books that have 
gone completely out of print. (It is astonish- 
ing how long a few old copies of these will 
last.) The lesson in these is usually marked 
by two crosses. One Sunday I was asked to 
take a class and “ hear a lerson” which had 
thus been assigned. They all said “they 
knew their lesson by heart.”’ So I proceeded 
to ask the questions, in my own way how- 
ever, making slight changes in the language. 
The result was nobody could “ say their les- 
sons ;” but when I afterward followed closely 
the question book the answers were rattled off ¥ 
unhesitatingly. Then I endeavored to show 
them how those questions might be changed 
and receive the same answers, which caused 
a new light to break into all their faces, 
Other teachers you would find wno use a 
series of lessons selected by an indefinite 
somebody, but which | know to be good, 
.because they have tried them for thirty 
years! (Thus depriving themselves of helps 
and shutting themselves in the darkness by 
excluding the light and magnetism which is 
being shed abroad in the Christian world 
through the International Lessons. ) 
Other teachers occupy themselves in 
“ hearing verses.” Under such circumstan- 
ces you would woes find most of the 
children occupied with making mischief and 
the teacher _ engaged in “trying to 
keep them still.” 





Jemmemeee 


Several years ago I spent a Sunday in a 
Primary-class where the children were 
taught to read from a sort of religious 
——s Great efforts were expended to 

ave them read and spell such sentences as 
“sin is woe.’ The memory of those torn 
and soiled books is very vivid. They were 
in no way suggestive of the clean hands and 
pure heart which are a part of the religion 
undefiled before God. 

You know how very attractive the singing 
of little children is. You would find tha: 
some classes are taught to do little else than 
sing. Worst of all you would find some 
teachers, and not a small number, “ occupy- 
ing the entire hour in relating those frivol- 
ous, fascinating tales and fairy stories, soe 
readily obtained from the columns of our 
newspapers and the works of fiction with 
which our Sabbath-school libraries abound. 
To these the pupils listen with the utmost 
eagerness; the earnest look and changing 
tone betraying the ascendency which these 
narratives were gaining over their suscepti- 
ble minds, 

Why is not the International Lesson in gen- 
eral use in Primary departments? Teachers 
reply, ‘‘ It is not possible to teach it to little 
children.’ The aim of the Lesson Com- 
mittee is not to select the hard things of the 
Bible to confound the wise, but rather such 
portions as contain both “ the strong meat” 
and “the sincere milk.”” Where could one 
find more attractive stories than those about 
Joseph, Moses, Joshua and the Israelites ? 
Or what could so touch the heart of the 
youngest child as the incidents in the life of 
One who regards them with a love unspeak- 
able? An experience of four years and a 
half in writing the International Lesson 
adapted to the Primary department and in 
teaching those same lessons has proven the 
vossibility ta my entire satisfaction. And I 

ave seen the most gracious results upon the 
children; and upon other portions of the 
school as well, who, while listening to a re- 
view of the lesson, were astonished that out 
of the mouth of babes praise should be per- 
fected, and were thus themselves stirred to 
a new interest in the truth. So much and 
more might be said about the matter of the 
lesson, but lest my letter should grow too 
long we will now consider the manner of 
teaching the lesson, In a recent number of 
pe 3 Sunday-School Journal Miss Lathbury 
said : 

“There is nothing prettier than a bed of 
ansies, except an Infant-class. ‘The class J 
nave in mind numbered about one hundred, 

and looked as if a summer wind were pass- 
ing over the pansy-bed, there was such a 
restless bobbing of little heads. There stood 
the lady teacher before them, giving the 
most charming of talks. But z did not 
hold the eyes of the children. She tried to 
draw them with questions, but they an- 
swered without looking at her. She inter- 
spersed bits of song, but all did not sing. I 
was ready to say, “ What can interest chil- 
dren if this doesn’t?” But I saw the diffi- 
culty. The teacher talked with her voice, 
but not with her face; that was unsympa- 
thetic, expressionless, cold. 


“In the progress of the lesson the teacher 
related an incident in which she must have 
had a personal interest, for the color came 
into her cheeks, and her whole face®was full 
of feeling. I looked at the children, and I 
saw she had gained them. They were all dai- 
sies now, looking straight at the sun. 

“T wish the teacher could have he.d them 
through the lesson ; but when the light died 
out of her face the daisies all became sway- 
ing pansies again.” 

The import of this would be that a teacher 
must have an interested, sympathetic face, 
which shall be the expression of a deep and 
personal interest in Christ. 

I want to give you also a bright bit from 
Dr. Ormiston, which contains a helpful hint : 
“When a boy I amused myself, as is com- 
mon, in hunting birds’ nests. In order to 
feed the callow young birds it was necessar 
to chirp to them like the old bird to get 
them to open their mouths to receive the 
food. I found that chirping right was very 
difficult. So you Infant-class ‘teachers will 
find it very difficult to chirp right. The 
mother-bird feeling has to be preity strong 
in one in order to get the knack of that 
chirp. But when one has that there is no 
difficulty whatever.’ That same mother- 
bird feeling in the heart ot the mother is al- 
ways suggesting some /itile gift or service for 
the child (not as a reward), and so it should 
éo in the heart of the teacher. .A gift con- 
nected with the lesson would be most ap- 
propriate—the Golden Text given in some 
attractive form which would induce the 
child to learn it. A few Sundays ago each 
child in our class was given a paper cross on 
which was written: “1 have set before you 
life and death; blessing and cursing.” 
Longer ago we gave small paper flags fas- 
tened on little sticks, on one side of which 
was written, “Jehovah-Nissi;’ on the 
other, “ When I cry unto thee, then will 
mine enemies turn back.” Just as the chil- 
dren put such little gifts carefully away in 





their treasure boxes, so God’s words on them 
shall be counted among their heart treasures. 

When the mother-bird chirps to her 
nestlings she chirps in her own way. If 
she tried to imitate some other bird, the 
hungry mouths would not be opened. 
Neither does a mother talk to her child in 
the words of another, or read what she has 
to say from a paper; if she did attempt it, 
Iam sure she would look up to find that 
her audience had whisked away. Neither 
will we, as teachers, find it a good plan to 
follow. No matter how beautiful the words 
of another may seem, our own outspoken 
words, though perhaps plainer, will be far 
more effective. Almost unconsciously one 
may become the slave of written or printed 
preparations of the lesson. It was said of a 
preacher, an admirer of Robert Hall, that 
“he not only imitated the sermons of that 
great preacher, but even copied his cough 
and pain in the back.” Let us then accustom 
ourselves to teach without a manuscript or 
book of any kind save the Bible. Our les- 
son should be learned so well before coming 
to the class that we should not need any 
helps to memory. Thus are fulfilled the two 
best conditions of the teacher as given by 
Dr. Vincent, i.¢., A fixed purpose and an 
emancipated eye. 

There are still other thoughts on the les- 
son which I will reserve for another letter, 
that I may not deserve to have you call me 
tedious. 

Yours, in loving service, 
Sara J, CRAFTS. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
FROM ITALY. 


OWHERE in the world has it been 
found so difficult to introduce the 
Sunday-school idea, as we apprehend it, as 
in Italy, where successive layers of effete 
civilization, cemented by superstition, have 
buried the pure faith of the gospel, even as 
the successive layers of ruins and debris 
have effectually concealed the Rome of the 
Consuls and Ciesars beneath heaps of super- 
incumbent rubbish. The ignorance and 
degradation of the Romish population, the 
infidelity of most of those who are just es- 
caping from the trammels of the priesthood, 
the supposed impropriety of uniting boys 
and girls in one service, and, above all, the 
jealousy of lay labor felt by Protestant min- 
isters and evangelists have all militated 
greatly against the successful adoption of 
this American exotic. 

Nevertheless, the Foreign Sunday-School 
Association has labored hard during the 
past ten years to introduce the true Sunday- 
school idea, which is that of organized lay 
work as an evangelizing agency, into the 
heads and hearts of Italian evangelists of all 
denominations ; and with such effect that be- 
tween seventy and one hundred schools have 
come into existence chiefly in consequence 
of its letters of sympathy and pecuniary aid ; 
and occasionally a letter like the following 
comes to one or another of its correspond- 
ents as a cheering reminder that her work 
has not been in vain. 

The writer, Rev. A. Malan, is character- 
ized by Gavazzi as the ablest, most active 
and eflicient evangelist of the Waldensian 
Church. He has, during the past year, been 
able to buy a very large church in the city 
of Measina, Island of Sicily, and fitted it up 
as a “temple,” where he every Sunday 
preaches to several thousand people. His 
first Sunday-school ideas came from a letter 
written him by a young lady correspondent 
of the Association. He writes: 

“T must tell you a fact which certainly 
will rejoice you, because it proves the evi- 
dent utility of Sunday-schools, and the ne- 
cessity for each church to have one and to 
sustain it to the best of its ability. Among 
the twenty-two new members of the Church 
of Messina was a youth of eighteen, he 
whom certainly the Consistory would never 
have thought of admitting to a participation 
in the Holy Supper. He had been very 
regular at the catechetical lessons, and I 
had known him some time, as he was one of 
the oldest scholars of the Sunday-school. 
When questioned as to his faith, we were all 
astonished to hear him reply with strength 
and precision, and with a firm conviction. 
We asked him how long he had professed 
the evangelical faith, and he replied, ‘Since 





the age of thirteen years.’ ‘ How was that, 





since your parents are Romanists?’ ‘This 
is how it happened; when the preaching of 
the gospel commenced at Messina, I wished, 
although a child, to see what was going on. 
I was present at the worship and did not 
understand much; but hearing that for the 
children also there was a little service which 
was called Sunday-school, I resolved to go 
there if they would have me. I was re- 
ceived, and there [ have learned all that I 
know on the subject of religion, and to love 
the Lord Jesus.’ You may imagine how 
much I thanked God who had, so to speak, 
given us by the touch of his finger the fruits 
of his grace, and how much I feel encouraged 
to continue and never let myself be dis- 
couraged ; although it seems sometimes as 
though instead of advancing we were re- 
tracing the road.” 

And this recalls another instance of en- 
couragement, as well as an example of find- 
ing the bread cast upon the waters “ after 
many days.” Another correspondent of 
this same Society was listening to an address 
delivered by the Rev. Matteo Prochet, dur- 
ing his visit to the Evangelical Alliance 
last year. The speaker stated that a little 
boy, pupil in the Sunday-school of Catania, 
hearing a missionary address, begged his 
father to let him give something to establish 
a Sunday-school in a dark place. “ But 
what can you give ?” said the father. “I am 
poor and you have no money.” “ What 
does my breakfast cost every day?” “ About 
two sous.’ “Then give me only one cake of 


bread and let me have the other sou to teach 
the children of Sicily about the dear Jesus.” 
And this he actually did for several months. 
The listener felt a thrill of joy, for the Sun- 
day-school at Catania was established with 
ten dollars sent by her and raised as the 
year’s missionary offering of her own Sun- 
day-school class. It is not often that our 
loving heavenly Father permits us so soon 
to see the results of our eifurts in His cause, 
but surely every seed sown by loving faith 
in His name shall bring forth thirty, sixty 
and a hundred fold. M. E. W 
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5 ' a A, 
EAR TIMES: This letter will tell 
you something about the last three 
days of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation Convention that has just closed 
its delightful sessions in Richmond. The 
friends of The Times in attendance here 
seem to take it for granted that the pres- 
ence of your “ blackboard artist” is evi- 
dence that a full report of these interest- 
ing proceedings will be given to the 
world through your columns. But your 
overcrowded pages will not admit any- 
thing like a full report, and we shall try 
to confine ourselves to a simple outline of 
events, together with some of the salient 

points brought out in the discussions. 

THE THIRD DAY, 

At six and a half A.M. a large and 
deeply interested congregation assembled 
to listen to a Bible reading by Geo. C. 
Needham, the Irish evangelist, of Phila- 
delphia. These Bible readings by Brother 
Needham have been a prominent feature 
of the Convention, and hundreds of de- 
voted believers and students of God’s 
Word have been led to see some of the 
plain simple truths of the Scriptures in a 
clearer light than ever before by means 
of these interesting and instructive Bible 
expositions. Two of these services were 
held each day, attended by hundreds of 
hungry souls desiring to be fed from the 
Book of Life with bread from heaven. 
Brother Needham announced at the fare- 
well meeting Sunday evening that (D. V.) 
he should spend several weeks in this 
city the coming winter in earnest work 
for the Blessed Master. His reception 
will be warm, and his support by the 
Christians here will be cheerfully and 
earnestly given. 

The Young Men of Richmond 
were subjects of special prayer this morn- 
ing in the devctional meeting, which was 
held at 9 a.m., led by J. S. McLean, of 
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Halifax, Nova Scotia. The house was 
filled. The prayers, which were fervent, 
were confined to this one object—the 
laboring young men of Richmond. The 
services were very impressive, and we be- 
lieve that God will honor the requests of 
his faithful workers. 
Hosts and Guests. 


President Hardie called the Convention 
to order at 10 A.M. After devotional ex- 
ercises, Col. Munford, Chairman of the 
Entertainmert Committee, announced 
that he had one hundred homes yet wait- 
ing for delegates, whose proprietors were 
anxious should be filled. His statement 
was greeted with a round of applause. 
Several communications were read from 
other Christian bodies now in session in 
different cities of the Union, The Chair- 
man of the Credential Committee an- 
nounced that three hundred .and thirty- 
five delegates had recorded their names, 
representing thirty States and Provinces. 
This number was afterwards increased to 
nearly four hundred, besides a large 
number of visiting brethren who were 
voted corresponding members of the 
Convention. 

The Work of the International 
Convention 

was the topic of the hour, opened by Hon. 
Cephas Brainard, of New York, in an 
able and telling speech. He paid a 
touching tribute to the memory of Mr. 
S. 8. Fisher who, during the past year, 
had gone up from the waters of the Sus- 
quehanna to his home on high, leading 
his little son by the hand; and also to 
“ Sheriff Thomas,” as he was familiarly 
known, who had gone from his labor to 
his reward. He closed with an earnest 
appeal to the young men present to enter 
the whitening field at once and bear to the 
ignorant, vicious and poor of the land the 
conservative, elevating and purifying in- 
fluences of the gospel, remembering that 
in every audience and every knot, where 
one talks of Jesus, an unseen listener is 
there to hear and to bless. 

S. W. Hudnall, of Indiana, represented 
the work in the West. He insisted that 
the great obstacle in the way of more 
successful work was ignorance of the 
true objects and aims of the Associations, 

Rev. Dr. W. Nast, of Ohio, represented 
the German work. 2;000,000 of Germans 
are now in this country, and the influence 
of these people would be most disastrous 
unless they were brought to Christ. He 
spoke very hopefully of the German 
branch of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association work. 

J. W. Wallace, of Georgia, spoke of 
the work in the South. Much has been 
done during the past year through the 
earnest labors of Brothers Hall and Cree, 
but they are hungering more and more 
for thé evangelist’s work. 

Col. J. H. Skinner, of Virginia, made 
an enthusiastic address, which was often 
interrupted with great applause. His 
allusion to the recent war was most 
happily made, and when he said “The 
people of the South have differed, and 
do yet differ, from the people of the 
North in reference to events in the recent 
past ; but we are willing, like Paul, to for- 
get the things thatare behind and reaching 
out to the things which are before press 
on with our Northern brethren toward 
the mark—Jesus Christ,” the entire 
Convention rose as one man amid long 
continued applause, at the conclusion of 
which all spontaneously sang, ‘‘ Blest be 
the tie that binds,” 

World’s Delegates. 

The Committee on the “ Executive 
Committee’s Report”? made a report re- 
commending the suggestions of that pa- 
per and also the following names as 
ternal delegates to the Conference of the 
* Associations of All Lands,” at Ham- 
burg, Germany, in August next: W. B. 
Cullis, Philadelphia; John Wanamaker, 
Philadelphia ; J. H. Plantan, New York ; 
W. E. Dodge, Jr., New York; W.F. Lee, 
New York; Wm. Welsh, St. Johns; R. 
Pearsall Smith, Philadelphia; J. V. 
Farwell, Chicago; T. J. Claxton, Mon- 
treal; John Field, New York. 

The Executive Committee. 

The following were made an Executive 
Committee for the ensuing three years, 
namely: C. Brainard, T. G. Sellen, Jr., 
Jas. Stokes, Jr., RK. R. McBurney, E. A. 
Hutchins, B. C. Wetmore, V. Morse, W. 
E. Dodge, Jr., and M. K. Jessup, all of 
New York, as resident members; L. W. 
Munhall, Indiana; 8S, A. Kean, Illinois ; 
H. Thane Miller, Ohio; F. H, Smith, 
Washington, D.C.; 8. W. T. Hopper, 
Maryland; W. P. Munford, Virginia; 





Jos. Hardie, Alabama; J. S. McLean, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia; T. J. Claxton, 
Montreal; J. McCormick, Pennsylva- 
nia; H. K. Porter, Pennsylvania; Geo. 
E. Davis, Vermont; R. M. Sturgis, Jr., 
Massachusetts; R. K. Remington, Mas- 
sachusetts. 
$10,000 Subscribed. 

Following this a subscription was ta- 
ken amounting to $9,000, subsequently 
raised to $10,000, for the work of the Inter- 
national Convention the coming year, be- 
ing just half of the amount recommended 
by the Executive Committee. The sum 
far exceeded the most sanguine expecta- 
tions, and elicited the warmest epplemn, 
Toronto was fixed as the seat of the next 
Convention, which will be held in 1876 
at the call of the Executive Committee. 

Work Among Railroad Employees. . 


In the afternoon session W. R. Da- 
venport, of Erie, Pennsylvania; H. W. 
Stager, of Cleveland, Ohio; G. W. Cobb, 
of the same place; O. R. Stockwell, of 
Erie, Pennsylvania; K. A. Burnell, of 
Illinois; Hon. Mr. Hill, of New Jersey ; 
President Hardie and A. J. Dodamead, of 
South Carolina, spoke on the work of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association 
among Railroad Employees. This discus- 
sion was followed by another on “ Work 
among Young Men in College,” partici- 
pated in by Rev. Dr. J. L. M. Curry, of 
Richmond College, and Prof. Hostatter, 
of Michigan University. 

Reaching Young Business Men, 

At the evening session the house was 
packed, as indeed it was at all the sessions. 
The first subject considered was, “ How 
can Associations Best Reach Young Men 
of the Commercial and Artisan Classes.” 
J.B. Morrell, of Halifax; M. K. Jessup 
and Mr. Taylor, of New York; K. A. 
Burnell, of Illinois, and Geo. A. Hall, 
of District of Columbia, discussed this 
topic, after which Rev. G. A. Byers, of 
Ohio, gave an eloquent address on the 
“ Criminal Classes” of young men, closing 
with a powerful appeal for work among 
the lowest classes of society for whom the 
Saviour also died. Mr. Byers’s address 
thrilled every heart, and at times there 
were few dry eyes in the densely packed 


house. This speech closed the third day’s 
work, 


THE LAST DAY. 


A large amount of work was performed 
upon the fourth and last day. No speaker 
was allowed over fifteen minutes. It was 
the day of the Convention. The usual 
devotional services were held at 6.30 and 
9AM. At 10 a.m. Mr. J. B. Archer, of 
Washington, opened a discussion on 
“ Association Lectures—their Prevailing 
Abuses and Proper Objects—the A vaila- 
bility of Home Talent.’”’ He was followed 
in able five-minute speeches by J. Stokes, 
Jr., of New York; A. 8S. Badgley, Mary- 
land; R. K. Remington, Massachusetts ; 
Geo. A. Hall, Washington, and J. P 
Branch, Georgia. ; 

Short speeches from representatives 
from different States and Provinces were 
then made on the work in their respective 
States. The following were elected 

Corresponding Members 
of the Executive Committee, namely : 

Joshua Clawson, St. Johns, New Bruns- 
wick; James Farquhar, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia; George A. Young, Hamilton, 
Ontario; D. A. Budge, Montreal, Que- 
bec; H. L. McKee, Selma, Alabama; 
J. R. Sutcliff, Meriden, Connecticut; J. 
C. Pratt, Boulder, Colorado; George A. 
Hall, Washington, District of Columbia ; 
C. B. Wilder, Jacksonville, Florida; J. 
W. Wallace, Augusta, Georgia; W. W. 
Vanarsdale, Chicago, Illinois; F. L. 
Smith, Indianapolis, Indiana; Edward 
Russel, Davenport, Towa; J. S. Cren, 
Lawrence, Kansas; J. L. Wheat, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky ; A. F. Hardie, New Or- 
leans, Louisiana ; W. H. Hobbs, Port- 
land, Maine; W. S. Herbert, Hagers- 
town, Maryland; H. A. Staples, Boston, 
Massachusetts; F. D. Taylor, Detroit, 
Michigan; I. C. Seeley, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; J. C. Denise, Omaha, Ne- 
braska; Erskine Uhl, Poughkeepsie, 
New York; James Yerance, Montclair, 
New Jersey; M. B. Critchett, Concord, 
New Hampshire; R. H. T. Hudson, 
Raleigh, North Carolina; H. A. Sher- 
man, Cleveland, Ohio; S. A. Taggart, 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania ; D. A. Waldron, 
Providence, Rhode Island; C. E. Chi- 
chester, Columbia, South Carolina; J. B. 
O Brien, Nashville, Tennessee: W. F. 
Pack, Houston, Texas; A. J. Howe, 
Montpelier, Vt.; W. P. Munford, Rich- 
mond, Va.; G. J. Stealey, Clarksburg, 
West Virginia. 





A Free Excursion 


was tendered the Convention by on the 
Danville Railroad Oompany Satur- 
day afternoon, which was accepted by 
about three hundred delegates. It in- 
cluded a visit to the works of the Old 
Dominion Granite Company, at Granite 
Station; and also the Btockdale, where 
the convicts are confined at night. About 
three hundred convicts are engaged in 
the granite quarry, and while they 
marched to their supper the delegates 
sang several soul-stirring hymns. The 
convicts were addressed by several mem- 
bers of the Convention, and much good 
seed was sown, which may the Great 
Master bless and cause to germinate and 
grow. Nothing is too hard for God. It 
was a pleasant and — episode in 
the Convention work. 
Destitute Young Men. 


The evening session was devoted to 
the discussion of the topic, “ How to 
Reach Destitute Young Men,” on which 
several stirring addresses were made. 
Mr. F. D. Taylor, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, presented the final 
report of that Committee, which con- 
sisted of a series of resolutions tendering 
the thanks of the Convention to all who 
had in any way contributed to its suc- 
cess, and the happiness and enjoyment 
of the delegates. After this was a season 
of prayer and song, when the regular 
business of the Convention was declared 
to be at an end. 

The next day was 

A High Day for Richmond. 
Pastors of all the churches and superin- 
tendents of all the Sunday-schools in- 
vited the Convention to send delegates 
to conduct the services in the various 
churches, and in compliance with this 
request the delegates conducted the ser- 
vices in nearly all the pulpits and Sun- 
day-schools of the city—three or four at 
each place. Open-air meetings were 
held in ten different places in the city. 
Special meetings for young men, and 
special meetings for German young men, 
were held in the most available places. 
The jail and penitentiary were visited by 
delegates several times during the day, 
and special services held with the con- 
victs. The Virginia Theatre was prof- 
fered and accepted as a place for service 
and three meetings were held in it durin 
the Sabbath. Mr. Needham conduc 
several Bible readings. A number of 
children’s meetings were held. All these, 
with the three farewell meetings in the 
evening, gave ample opportunity for the 
people of Richmond to attend religious 
service, and to their praise I record that 
all these services were attended by im- 
mense multitudes. At the open-air meet- 
ing, in which your correspondent parti- 
cipated, more than two thousand atten- 
tive listeners stood with uncovered heads 
while the glorious gospel was proclaimed ; 
and when the question was put for all 
who desired to become Christians to raise 
their hands, # large number of hands 
were uplifted, and similar reports came 
in from all over the city. Richmond has 
not seen such a day in a long time. Spe- 
cial services are to continue in several 
of the churches, quite a number of the 
delegates volunteering to remain and as- 
sist at the urgent request of resident pas- 
tors. May God’s Spirit give avuntons 
To-day, b l Mr. Need 

o-day, by special request, Mr. - 
ham gave aes Bible reading, and at 
12 M. the delegates met at the Hall of the 
Richmond Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation to shake hands with the members: 
of the Richmond Association. At 2.35 
we leave for our homes, carrying with us 
increased knowledge, power and love for 
the work, with an earnest prayer and 
desire that we may all be more useful 
and successful than ever in the year to 
come. ~ “ BLACKBOARD ARTIST.” 

Richmond, Va., May 31, 1875. 





ONE DIFFICULTY WITH LARGE 
ScHoois.—The common notion that all 
children should be taught alike is emi- 
nently unreasonable, when the children 
have different inheritances, prospects, 
and capacities. Now a large school 
tends to make children alike, because it 
moulds them all to one rigid pattern; but 
it is the interest of the community that 
each child’s special gift or grace should 
be sedulously cultivated, not obliterated. 
We Americans are so used to weighing 
multitudes and being ruled by majorities 





that we are apt to underrate the potential 
influence of individuals. Yet we know 
that Agassiz’s word about a fossil fish 
justly outweighed the opinion of the 
whole human race besides; that Von 
Moltke is worth great armies to Ger- 
many; that a few pages of poetry about 
slavery and freedom by Longfellow, 
Lowell, and Whittier have had the pro- 
foundest effect upon the public fortunes 
of this country during the past thirty 
years; that the religions of the world 
have not been the combined work of mul- 
titudes, but have been accepted from in- 
dividuals. We must not be led by our 
averages and our majorities to forget 
that one life may be more precious than 
other millidns; that one heroic character, 
one splendid genius may well be worth 
more to humanity than multitudes of 
common men.—President C. W. Eliot. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


CALIFORNIA STATE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONVENTION. 


San Francisco, Cau., MAy 21, 1875. 


NCOURAGED by the grand success 

of the river excursion to Stockton 
last year, the Executive Committee of 
the State Sunday-School Association 
chartered the steamer Cora for a similar 
one this year to Sacramento, the capital 
of the State, where the eighth annual 
Convention was to be held. The boat 
left here on Tuesday morning, the 18th, 
shortly after seven o’clock, with dele- 
gates from this city and Oakland, stop- 
ping for others at a number of points on 
the way. A fine cabinet organ was on 
board. The singing, which was from 
Mr. Hammond’s “Song Evangel,” 
was very hearty, and was kept up during 
the greater part of the trip, the choir 
embracing nearly all on board. An excel- 
lent lunch, with strawberries and ice- 
cream, made the passengers perfectly 
easy in regard to the wants of the inner 
man, while the social intercourse, with the 
music and other exercises, to say nothing 
of the attractions of the varied bay and 
river scenery, kept up the interest and 
prevented anything like weariness until 
the end of the journey was reached. 

Two meetings were held, one in the 
forenoon and the other after lunch, the 
former presided over by Rev. Dr. Peck, 
the venerable Bishop of the Methodist 
Church, now residing in this State. The 
exercises were quite varied, consisting 
largely of short addresses by different 
persons, some appointed for the pur- 
pose, and others taking part of their 
own accord. An accident to the ma- 
chinery detained the boat for three hours 
on the way, so that she did not reach 
Sacramento until ten o’clock at night, 
too late for the opening meeting ap- 
pointed for that evening ; so all repaired 
to their places of entertainment, abun- 
dantly provided by the Committee having 
the matter in charge, and waited until 
Wednesday morning, when the Conven- 
tion was organized with Bishop Peck as 
President, and proceeded to business at 
once. 

The first topic considered was the “ Ar- 
rangement and Teaching of Primary- 


Classes.” The vigorous discussions upon 
this which took place revealed a deep 
interest in and much thought upon the 
subject. After this was, “ How to Teach 
the Chinese—Practical Experience of 
those Engaged in the Work.” Discussed 
by several of our home missionaries to 
the Chinese, and teachers of Chinese 
schools, including two or three ladies, 
whose speeches were the best made upon 
the subject. In the afternoon the @n- 
vention resolved itself into a teachers’ 
meeting, which was led by the Rev. Mr. 
Baker, of the Baptist Church, who made 
the exercise a very interesting and pro- 
fitable one. Discussion and criticism 
followed, 
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In the evening the Methodist Church, 
in which the Convention met, was filled. 
A delightful praise and promise meeting, 
occupying half an hour, was foliowed by 
an excellent and well prepared address 
on Bible study, by the Rev. Mr. Todd, a 
young minister now preaching at San 
Jose. “The True Object of the Sunday- 
school” and the “ Wise Teacher” were 
also the subjects of other addresses that 
were delivered. 

On Thursday morning a meeting was 
held of superintendents and teachers of 
Primary-classes, Another was also held 
at one o’clock. When the Convention 
opened a telegram from Auburn, Maine, 
dated May 20th, was read, as follows: 
“The Maine Sunday-school Convention, 
in session, send you hearty well-wishes.” 
To this we replied: “The California 
State Sunday-school Convention heartily 
respond. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with se all, Amen!” 

When the subject of the next Conven- 
tion was taken up a proposition was 
made to fix it in the spring of 1877; 
some of the more timid ones thinking it 
best, for certain reasons, to omit holding 
any next year. On this proposition a 
very animated discussion took place, and 
it was defeated by an overwhelming 
majority ; the Convention immediately, 
by way of emphasis to their decision, 
uniting in singing “Hold the Fort.” 
The place of meeting next year was 
fixed at San Jose, where we had such a 

lorious time four years ago, when 
oody and Vineent and Phillips were 
with us, 

“The Teacher at Work’ was practi- 
cally illustrated by the Rev. Mr. Pond, of 
this city, with a class of lady and gentle- 
men delegates. The lesson made use of 
was “The Child Samuel.” His at- 
tempt to present a model class exercise 
was regarded as a decided success. At 
the ‘Teachers’ Experience Meeting” 
(“The Teacher’s Work and How J do 
it”) a a number of teachers gave, in 
very brief addresses, the results of their 
experience in the work. 

‘The Question Drawer,” containing 
about fifty questions, nearly all entirely 
different, was disposed of in as many 
minutes, the President answering them 
as read in a prompt and highly satisfac- 
tory manner. 

An Executive Committee, of fifteen 
from ten different towns, was then elected 
and instructed’ to arrange for County 
Conventions throughout the State; also 
to employ means for collecting statistics 
from the different schools, 

In the evening the church was 
crammed for the final meeting. Five- 
minute speeches were made by the six 

astors of the city, and two or three 
rom abroad, Thanks were returned to 
the people for their hospitality; also to 
the President for his ability and cour- 
tesy in sere An affecting response 
was made by him, closing with a stirring 
appeal to Christians in behalf of the 
Sunday-school work. 

At ten o’clock the audience sang “ All 
hail the power of Jesus’ name,” the 
Bishop pronounced the benediction, and 
the Convention adjourned. 

This morning we steamed away from 
the wharf, the brethren, who had come 
down to see us off, singing “ Coronation ;” 
and our steamer heated for the city of 
our home. Three meetings were held on 
the down trip, each continuing for about 
one hour and a half, and each so inter- 
esting and so varied in the character of 
its exercises that some complained when 


it closed. The remarks of different | 


speakers who took part in the meeting, 
and those heard in private conversation, 
showed clearly that the Convention was 
regarded as a grand success in every way. 
The testimonies of pleasure enjoyed and 
benefits received were too frequent and 
too hearty to make any other conclu- 
sion possible. 

At eight o’clock this evening the 
steamer reached her dock at San Fran- 
cisco, and our delightful excursion was 
atanend. May it not be our last! 





To Tracw A Lesson.—An English 
teacher gives these excellent rules : 

1. Each lesson should be employed to 
teach but one chief truth, which should 
be suited to the age and capacity of the 
s@iolars. 

2. Each exercise should begin with 


something which will awaken interest in 
the truth to be taught. 


3. Divide every lesson into distinct 
parts naturally, 





4. Dwell especially on the elements or 
parts of a subject. 

5. Frequently turn back and connect 
the parts with one another, and present 
truth with others previously learned. 





THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONVENTION. 





[Reported expressly for The Sunday-School Times.} 





How to Secure More Pupils from the 
Church. . 


HE discussion on this question at the 

late Baltimore Convention was opened 
by the Rev. H. M. Parsons, of Boston, 
in an address which we published in 
very full outline in our earlier reports of the 
proceedings. It will be remembered that 
the speaker advocated the study of the Bible 
by the whole church as a part of the regu- 
lar services of the Lord’s day. He would 
answer the question propounded by making 
all the church pupils of the Sabbath-school, 
by resolving the membership into a Bible- 
school and the service into a teaching in- 
stead of a preaching service. 

Georgia and Massachusetts. 

The Rev. David Wills, of Georgia, said : 
At the close of this morning’s session there 
was an announcement that the delegates 
from Georgia and South Carolina should 
meet the delegates from Massachusetts 
in this room to exchange Christian salu- 
tations. I was called out of the room 
and was thus deprived of the pleasure of 
meeting with these gentlemen. But, Mr. 
President, I feel now that I want to take 
Massachusetts by the hand! [Mr. Parsons 
advanced to meet Mr. Wills, and they shook 
hands heartily amidst loud applause.| In 
the South (continued Mr. Wills) Massachu- 
setts has been regarded as a little fanatical, 
but she has just made one of the soundest 
speeches that have been heard on the floor 
of this Convention ; and if she always speaks 
as she has spoken to-day, I say with all my 
heart, God bless Massachusetts! (Amen! 
and great applause.) With this pleasant 
little introduction the speaker entered the 
question under view. 

The true idea of a Sabbath-school had 
been presented by his brother Parsons. Do 
not separate the Sabbath-school from the 
church. Keep it under the control of the 
pastor and the officers of the church. Do 
not make gay, fashionable, and giddy young 
girls, nor dissipated though brilliant young 
men, teachers. Take the best men and wo- 
men you have and assign the work to them. 
If the Sabbath-schoal were thus looked upon 
as a constituent part of the church, and the 
best element in the church were conducting 
it, it would be a vastly greater power in the 
world to-day. Why, we must teach in it 
the same doctrines that we teach in the 
sanctuary. There is no new salvation to be 
taught to our children. There is not one 
Saviour for the young ayd another for the 
old. The same means of grace appointed 
for the salvation of adults must be applied 
to the ee What doctrines are they? 
Those that are accepted by all Christendom, 
the great doctrines of divine revelation—the 
fall of man, the incarnation, death and re- 
surrection of Jesus Christ, as the Saviour of 
man, the day of judgment, hell and heaven. 
These are the same eternal truths that the 
pulpits of the land and of the world are 
teaching, and that we must teach in our 
Sabbath-schools. So that the church is one 
with the school in its doctrines, 

The need of caution in the truths taught, 
and especially those taught through the 
hymns and songs introduced into our Sab- 
bath-schools, was urged. I could mention 
some, continued the speaker, that are not fit 
to be sung by either old or young. I would 
have the songs of the Sabbath-school very 
much those that are sung in the great con- 
gregation—such as, 

‘‘ Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,” 

* Jesus, lover of my soul,” 

“Jerusalem, my happy home,” 

‘There is a fountain filled with blood,” 

* All hail the power of Jesus’ name”— 
and the like. These may be styled the mu- 
sical classics of the Church Universal. 
These five familiar hymns are sounded both 
in the Doric structures of Scotland, and in 
the grand Gothic piles of England. They 
make the dark forests of Germany ring. 
Thay are caught up on the shores of the 
Atlantic, and borne along in a full tide of 
melody until they are lost in the murmurs 
of the Pacific seas. They have filled the 
sick rooms of churchmen and dissenters 
with their sweet and soft cadences, and from 
millions of triumphant death beds they have 
been wafted upwards to join the choral sym- 
phonies of the hundred and forty and four 





thousand who stand on the sea of glass 
mingled with fire. They are a blessed, pre- 
cious possession of the church, and we want 
our children to have them and to love them 
and to die cherishing them. (Applause.) 
The speaker closed with an ardent testi- 
mony to the beauty and blessedness of the 
Christian communion and fellowship he had 
enjoyed during the hours of the Convention, 
and was warmly applauded as he sat down. 


The Power of Example. 


The Rev. Alfred Taylor remarked that 
the example of the parent and of the church 
member in the home had much to do with 
this question of securing pupils from the 
Church to engage in Sunday-school labors. 
We have an excellent institution nowadays 
in the Pullman cars. They are admirable 
things for the travelling community. But 
we are in danger of running them into our 
churches and our homes. We have the 
Pullman Sleeping Car, for example, on Sun- 
day morning, that runs as near to church 
time as possible, and we find “it very diffi- 
cult to get the children up in season for 
church and Sunday-school. Then we have 
the Pullman Drawing-Room Car, in which 
the occupant may pass his time in elegant 
leisure on the Lord’s day, with the soporific 
plea that he needs rest after the hard week’s 
work, And then we have the Pullman Chair 
Car, which is a sort of lazy lounge where 
the languid Christian may doze in that de- 
lightful intermediate state between sleeping 
and waking, in which parents often put 
themselves completely at their ease in re- 
gard to the religious education of their off- 
spring. They say, “Oh, well, my children 
are in the covenant of grace, and they will 
eventually be saved!” A lazy Christian 
will not be saved, whether in the covenant 
or out of the covenant. He has not the 
sign of the covenant in his life, or in his 
heart. Now we want the membership of 
our churches to awake out of sleep, to arise 
from their slumbers. We want fathers 
and mothers to come to the house of God 
= study the Word of God with their chil- 

ren. 

The other Sabbath, said the speaker, I 
thought I had fairly earned a day of leisure 
from speaking and teaching, and concluded 
that I ought to stay at home to rest. I said 
to my big boy, “ My son, are you ready for 
church?” “Did you not say, father, that 
you believed you would not go to-day?” 
‘Yes, my son, I have a Sunday-school les- 
son to study out and write.”—(I thought it 
just as good to stay at home and write a 
jesson for other people to study from, as to 
go to church to preach it, or go to school to 
teach it.) “I believe I’ll stay home, too,” 
my boy said. “ Myson, we'll go to church!” 
I went, and took a seat up in the gallery, 
that I might quietly slip out after a little. 
When near the time of the sermon I said to 
my boy, “I'll slip out, now, and you tell 
me what the preacher says.” “I think 
I'll slip out, too!’ my boy says. ‘ Well, 
I think I’ll stay.” And I did stay, and my 
boy stayed too ! 

Example is everything. “ What will 

ou take?” said a waiter to a boy at the 
Rotel table. “ll take what father takes.” 
“T’ll take water,” said the father. Ah, pa- 
rents, you must take what you would have 
your children take. You must be what you 
would have your children be. Ifthe father 
“takes” Bible study, and the mother “takes” 
Bible study, the children will “take’’ Bible 
study, and the whole family will take it, and 
“take it strong’ too! (Laughter and ap- 
plause. ) 


Consecrated Money, 


Mr. George A. Bell, of Brooklyn, Super- 
intendent of Bethel Mission, a child of Ply- 
mouth Church, alluded to the different Sun- 
day-school enterprises of that church, which 
had been greatly prospered in attendance 
and blessed in results. How has it been 
done? It was not done in a growing com- 
munity. The population was fixed, or even 
decreasing. It was done by the blessing of 
God upon consecrated time, talents and 
money in his service. And in the chief 
place, perhaps, by consecrated money. With- 
out money and business energy it is no use 
talking about making a good Sunday-school 
—one that can take the position it ought to 
occupy in a community. Without money 
you cannot succeed in very many g 
things, nowadays. In the olden time Ply- 
mouth Church had to go around with a 
subscription paper for money to run the 
Sunday-school. They then got the trustees 
to pay the expenses, and for the last fifteen 
a they have paid them, generously and 

eartily. When the church took Bethel 
Mission on its hands, they used one of those 
hands to give it a home, a building worthy 
of it, and though it was but a babe when 
they took it, they had faith that it would 
grow, and they built accordingly! Their 
building, including furniture, cost $75,000, 
every dollar of it paid. The church put 
up another building, after that, for its second 
mission, costing nearly $30,000. The speaker 
was not in sympathy with the feeling 





against rich churches, where the riches were 
2 me in doing the Master’s work. He had 
observed that the churches that were wil- 
ling to spend thousands of dollars on their 
own church home, were also willing to 
spend the money generously for missions 
as well. The expenses of the two Missions 
of Plymouth Church, with the home school, 
the salaries of the missionaries employed, 
and of all the good work they were doing in 
and by those schools were paid out of the 
ew rents of the church, and when their 
‘immense revenue from pew rents” was 
paraded in the papers, it should not be for- 
gotten that $13,000 of it a year goes to- 
ward maintaining their Sabbath-schools. 
(Applause. ) 
How Not to Get Pupils. 

C. W. Bond, of Toledo, Ohio, was seri- 
ously facetious. He told of the man who 
wished his son to get married. ‘ My son, 
take a wife,” he said. “ Father,” the son re- 
plied, “whose wifeshall I take ?”’ Thespeaker 
went into aschool, not in Ohio, and the 
superintendent complained, “The people in 
that other church have been taking our scho- 
lars away!” He wanted to know whether 
the question was, How are we to get pupils 
from our own church, or from somebody 
else’s! He felt somewhat serious on the 
subject, and from an experience as superin- 
tendent wanted to say “ You Presbyterians ! 
beware how you take scholars from my 
Methodist school ; and you Methodists! go 
among your own people for pupils,” for it 
takes a power of grace to keep sweet tem- 
ose under some of these provocations ! 

on’t resort to kidnapping! 

Create a Sentiment, 

The Rev. Warren Randolph, D.D., of 
Philadelphia, believed that the way to an- 
swer the question practically, as it was the 
way to further any great undertaking, was 
to create a sentiment in favor of it. Many 
remember that grand old Senator from Mis- 
souri, Thomas H. Benton, who went through 
the country speaking everywhere in behalf 
of the construction of the Pacific Railroad. 
The speaker heard him twenty years ago 
when he held an audience of two thousand 
people almost breathless with interest, and 
yet when he concluded his address probably 
not twenty persons of them all believed the 
project to be feasible. In his peroration he 
said, “The way to warm any one else is to 
be red hot yourself. Iam red hot on this 
subject of the Pacific Railroad, and I 
know it will be built.’ He did not live 
to see it, but we see it, and enjoy 
the fruit of his faith to-day. Within the 
last year we have had several immense 
meetings in Philadelphia in the Academy 
of Music, which seats four thousand persons. 
These meetings were called after Congress 
had been petitioned in vain to make an ap- 
——- for the grand Centennial of the 

ation. It was said that the members of 
the last Congress would not pass an appropria- 
tion, that they were anxious to defer it until 
after the election, lest their votes might have 
some influence upon their return to Congress. 
But when it seemed likely that wé should 
fail of assistance from the National Trea- 
sury, Philadelphia said, ‘The Centennial 
shall be observed!” and these immense 
gatherings were held for the purpose of 
creating a sentiment in favor of that grand 
patriotic movement. And we decided, 
months ago, that whatever Massachusetts 
would do or Ohio would do or Minnesota 
would do, or you of the South might do or 
say, the Centennial of the Nation should be 
observed in ’76! (applause) and we made 
provision for it. Our people have been 
made red hot on the subject, and whether 
you choose to assist us from the public trea- 
sury, or not, you may take it asa settled 
thing that the Centennial is a great and 
mighty fact! The sentiment has been cre- 
ated and will grow stronger and stronger 
as it is growing stronger and stronger every 
hour. - 

So with the Sunday-school. Do you ask 
how the members of the church can be 
drawn into it? Create a sentiment in our 
communities that every member of the 
church, unless by the providence of God 
prevented, should have a place in the Sun- 
day-school. You will find them coming in. 
You may create the sentiment as I heard a 
pastor say he did in Indiana. A child went 
home from Sunday-school after a new min- 
ister had come, and said, “ Why, father, 
your name was called to-day when the super- 
intendent called the roll of the school.” 
The father was a member of the church. 
He did not at first understand what it could 
mean. But week after week his name was 
called over. The light dawned upon him. 
The roll of church members was called 
each Lord’s day at the opening of the school. 
The people began to ask what it meant. 
They soon guessed the truth. They were 
wanted. It was understood in that school 
that the church members were expected to 
be present. By and by they began to flock 
in, until the school was filled. That ia one 
way of creating a good sentiment. (Ap- 
plause.) 
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HOME AND SCHOOL HELPING 
EACH OTHER. 


Address by the Rev. Mr. Whitley, 
of Virginia. 


On the evening of the second day of the 
Convention the Rev. J. T. Whitley, editor 
of The Little Christian, a paper for parents 
and teachers, published at Windsor, Virginia, 
made some excellent remarks, following the 
address of Dr. Vincent on the Home Co- 
operation with the Sunday-school. The 
modern Sunday-school, he held, liad a two- 
fold object—to bring the children to Christ, 
and to train them in Christ. It had proved 


itself to bea greater power for strengthening 
the ties of home life in its religious aspect, 
than any other single influence that has ex- 
erted itself upon the popular mind. How 
shall the home co-operate with this influence 
and strengthen it? By supplying scholars, 
in the first place. Every child, in every 
family, in every State of our country must be 
brought into the Sunday-school. The home 
must then see that the children attend the 
school promptly and punctually. In a Bap- 
tist Sunday-school Convention held in Rich- 
mond lately, a pastor told of a Christian 
mother who did not attend the school her- 
self, for the very sufficient reason that she 
got her husband and ten children ready for 
the Sunday-school every Lord’s day morn- 
ing! (Applause.) The home can co-operate 
again, by joining with the children in the 
preparation of their weekly lessons. The 
open Bible, the family altar, the Sunday- 
school newspaper for the parents and elder 
members, the pictorial papers for the chil- 
dren, the lesson leaves and helps of different 
kinds, the loving patient assistance by older 
brothers and sisters of the little ones in the 
home were all means of family co-operation 
of the utmost value. 

The Sunday-schooi can enlist the home in 
its work. for the children. One of the 
best ways to interest and bring the parents 
of the land into the Sunday-school is to 
send the children after them. Adults 
can better resist the eloquence of oratory, 
the brilliance of rhetoric, and the force of 
convincing argument than they can the art- 
less appeals of prattling infancy. Use the 
children as missionaries. Lastly, the speaker 
urged the power of kindly Christian visita- 
tion—by pastor, by superintendent, and by 
teachers, to the homes of the land. 


The Rev, Septimus Jones, of Canada, 


spoke after Mr. Whitley. He urged the 
need of impressing the Christian Churches 
with the fact of the inmense importance of 
home co-operation, and the almost absolute 
helplessness of Sunday-school efforts if this 
co-operation were not secured. Parents 
should know the teachers of their children, 
should seek to make their acquaintance. 
They should grasp them cordially by the 
hand when they meet them, encourage them 
by a grateful recognition of their voluntary 
labors for their children, avoid detraction 
and disparagement of the teachers in the 
presence of their children, hold up their 
hands by their prayers, sympathies, and cor- 
dial assistance in any and every way that 
presents itself. The speaker suggested the 
value of a system of reports, faithfully made 
out by teachers at suitable intervals, giving 
the deportment, attainments, standing, and 
so forth of the children in their class, much 
after the method employed in secular 
schools. And it would be still better if the 
teacher should himself carry this report to 
the parents, with such verbal remarks upon 
it as would be natural and necessary. In 
some such ways the parent will be led of 
necessity to feel, ‘“ Well, if this teacher is 
so anxious about my child’s religious train- 
ing and spiritual welfare, how much more 
anxious and interested should I be ?” 





For The 3unday-School Times. 
TABOR PRESBYTERIAN SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL, PHILADELPHIA, 


HE eighteenth anniversary of this 
school was held on Monday evening 
May 3lst. Inside was a crowded house, 
and many were without desiring to gain 
admittance, but not able for lack of room. 
The programme was arranged with 
great care and shows the interest mani- 
fested in the work by the pastor, Rev. 
Robert Adair, and the superintendent, 
Dr. De F. Willard. The Infant-school 
went through several exercises most ad- 
mirably, but the chief feature of the 
evening was the lesson, by the school, 
upon the “ Attributes of Christ,” together 
with its accompanying design,— 
A Large Lighthouse, 
standing nine feet high, each lettered 





block of which was laid as an appropri- 
ate verse was recited by the school, or 
sung by various scholars, or illustrated 


by appropriate flower exercises, etc., all 
in exact harmony with the lesson and 


design. The foundation was lettered 
“Rock of Ages,” while above it were 
successive blocks, bearing the words, “Om- 
nipotent,” ‘“Forbearing ;” ‘“ Obedient,” 
“Meek,” etc., until the top was reached, 
when a large revolving light was 
placed in position as a beautiful exercise, 
entitled “‘ Faith, Hope and Charity,” was 
sung by three little girls, The gas was 
then lighted, and through apertures in 
the encasement of the light gleamed out 
the words above mentioned, and beneath 
each its artistically cut emblem—the 
“Cross, Anchor and Crown.” Each of 
these appearing at successive revolutions, 
in different colors, made the design a 
most beautiful and brilliant one, especi- 
ally when above it was placed, in gas 
jets, “ Jesus our Light,” and over alla 
huge frame, bearing in large letters, com- 
posed of flowers, the inscription “To 
give light and save precious lives.” The 
uniqueness of the design, and its perfec- 
tion in execution, has never, we believe, 
been equalled in this city. 

The harmony of the entire lesson, de- 
sign, singing, recitations, exercises, etc., 
made one of the most instructive and in- 
teresting evenings imaginable, and the 
execution of every detail was nearly per- 
fect. The singing was excellent and the 
programme was so arranged that there 
was a constant succession of pleasing 
surprises, both for eye and ear. 

The school is steadily increasing, now 
numbering nearly five hundred, and the 
amount raised by it last year was over 
eleven hundred dollars. 


Revival Work. 


THE WORK IN LONDON. 


T is still progressing, in wonderful demon- 
stration of the Spirit and power. The 
fruits are seen and rejoiced in by Christians 
of all names. In. different parts of the city 
services are held, accompanied by many 
manifestations of the divine blessing. Oh! 
how many hundreds and thousands of pre- 
cious souls are being gathered in these har- 
vest days ! 

The Christian says of the meetings in 
Bow-Road Hall, of Saturday and Sunday, 
May 15 and 16th—“ They will not soon be 
forgotten. On Saturday although there was 
avery small attendance, Mr. Moody declared 
it was one of the most solemn meetings he 
had ever held. At the close, he said he had 
finished the hardest week’s work he had 
ever gone through ; but, for all that, if the 
Christians would meet him in the tent at 
seven o'clock on Sunday morning, for 
prayer, he would be there. He then asked 
all who would come to hold up their hands, 
and enough did so to more than fill the tent. 
Sunday morning found it full at the time, 
and great was the blessing received by those 
who were fortunate enough to be there. One 
described it to me as so solemn, that the 
chair on which he sat seemed to move; and 
another, that he almost felt he must ask 
God to stay the awfulness of the meeting.” 

The meetings in the Opera House, Hay- 
market, and in Victoria Theatre, are held 
morning, afternoon and night, and are 
crowded to excess. Mr. R. Pearsall Smith, 
of Philadelphia, who has just returned from 
a wonderfully blessed tour on the Continent, 
and Mr. Henry Varley, who has just re- 
turned from his tour in the United States 
and Canada, have been present, assisting. 
The noon prayer-meeting at the Victoria 
Theatre is a daily scene of blessing. House 
to house visitations are kept up. Indeed, 
the whole city is pervaded with Christian 
influences as never before. Twenty-one 
daily prayer-meetings are held in as many 
important centres of the city. 














QUARTERLY REVIEW EXERCISE. 
(Continued from page 375. 


“Tn Link 41 we see Ruth gleaning after 
the reapers in the field of Boaz.” 

“In Link 42 she wins his love.” 

“In Link 43 Boaz publicly declares his 
intentions of marriage.” 

“ Link 44 describes the happy wedding.” 

“ Link 45 introduces the parents of Samuel. 
His mother’s earnest prayer in the temple is 
answered by God in giving her the child she 
asked, which leads her to call him Samuel, 
meaning “asked of God.” 

Sur’r: Link 46. A Praying Mother. 
Class No. —. (A class of mothers.) Rising, 
they recite together, Topic, Golden Text, 
Outline and Doctrine. 

{Links 47 and 48 by individual members of the 
Sunday-school. } 

“ Link 47 describes Hannah’s Song of 
Thanksgiving.” 

*“ Link 48 shows us the wickedness of Eli’s 
neglected sons by the side of the noble char- 
acter of Hannah’s son, who is surrounded 
by a mother’s earnest prayers.” 

Supr’r; Link 49. The Child Samuel. 
Class No. —. (The Primary-class.) Rising, 
they recite together, Topic, Text, Outline 
and Doctrine. 

[If the time allowed the review permit 
the introduction of a few apt recitations in 
the exercises, the following should be spoken 
by four children of the Primary-class : | 
RECITATION : 

Samuel’s Childhood, 
1st Child: 
What lovely child with flowing hair 
Old Eli's steps attends? 
And why does he an ephod wear 
As by the priests he bends? 
2d Child: 


It is the child to Hannah sent, 
When humbly she implored— 
It is the child by Hannah lent 
To her prayer-hearing Lord. 
3d Child: 
Nor foolish mirth, nor idle sports 
roms Samuel's heart engage: 
With joy he treads God's holy courts, 
E’en from his tenderest age. 
4th Child: 
This child with heavenly grace endued 
Was lovely in man's sight; 
And by his gracious Saviour viewed 
With infinite delight. 


{Links 50 and 51 recited by individual members 
of the Sunday-school,} 


“ Tink 50 shows how faithfully Samuel 


“told Eli what God had said.” 


“ Link 51 gives the sad news that the ark 
of God was taken by the Philistines because 
of the wickedness of God’s people.” 

Supr’r: Link 52. The Death of Eli. 
Class No. —. (The old men’s class.) Rising, 
they recite together, Topic, Golden Text, 
Outline and Doctrine. 

Links 53 to 55 2 
- a hed he ose by individual members 
“ Link 53 tells of the birth of Ichabod.” 

“ Link 54 shows that the ark of God over- 
turned the idols of the Philistines.” 

“ Tink 55 describes the bringing back of 
the ark.” 

[The third month reviewed by questions to 
the whole Sunday-school. } 


Sur’r: Link 56. Samuel the Judge. 
Where did Israel gather? (v. 5.) Who 


judged Israel? (v.6.) Who came against 
Israel to war? (v. 7.) 


WHAT did Israel do in her peril? (v.8.) 
did God do in answer? (v. 10.) 
was the place called? (v. 12.) 

Sunday-school recite Topic, Golden Text, 
Outline and Doctrine in concert. 

Srnaina: “ Here I’ll raise my Ebenezer,” etc. 

{Links 57 and 58 recited by individual members 
of the Sunday-school.] 

“ Link 57 describes Samuel’s good and 
peaceful government.” 

“* Link 58 shows the injustice and folly of 
Samuel’s sons as judges.” 

Sur’t: Link 59. A King Desired. Where 
did all Israel come to Samuel with a re- 
quest? (v. 4.) Whom did they accuse? 
(v. 5.) What did they ask? (v. 5.) The 
Sunday-school repeat in concert, Topic, 
Golden Text, Outline and Doctrine. 

[Links 60 to 64 recited by individual members 
of the Sunday-school.} 

“In Link 60 Samuel warns the people 
ey the sin of asking for any king bat 
God. 

“* Link 61 introduces Saul and his family.” 

“ Link 62 describes the meeting of Samuel 
and Saul by the roadside.” 

_ “In Link 63 Samuel privately anoints 
Saul to be king, as God has chosen him.” 

Sup’t: Link 64. Saul Chosen. Where 
did Samuel call the people together to give 
them a king? (v. 17.) Who was now pub- 
licly chosen king? (v. 21.) Who was the 
true KinG of Israel then, and our King to- 
day and forever? (God.) 

During the Revolution, while the British had 


possession of ay Island, a body of troops went 
tw a church on Sabbath morning and demanded 





of the congregation that they should sing “God 


save the King ;” and in reply the people sang with 
earnestness,— 


“Come, thou Almighty King, 
Help us Thy name to sing, 
Help us to praise: 
Father all-giorious, 
Come and reign over us, 
Ancient of Days.” 


Let us sing that verse to the tune, America. 

SINGING: 

(The review can close at this point if the pastor 
is not present, or if the limited time of a noonday 
session requires it. If the Sunday-school occu- 
pies the hour and a quarter of a full ser vice there 
will be time for a few special questions and brief 
remarks by the pastor. These questions should 
be given to each teachera fortnight before the 
review, that the members of the ciasses may be 


led to search the Scriptures of the last quarter 
for answers. } 


Special Questions by the Pastor. 


Who was the first female ruler? (De- 
borah.) Who was the first king in Israel ? 
(Abimelech.) Who uttered the first parable 
of the Bible? (Jotham.) What are the first 
schools mentioned in the Bible called? 
(Schools of the prophets.) What was the 
first temperance society called? (Nazarites.) 
What was the first instance of silent prayer 
on record? (Hannah in the temple.) Who 
first combined temporal and spiritual power ? 
( Eli.) 

Recite the passage in which the phrase, 
“ Mighty man of valor” originated. (Judges 
6:12.) Also the passage in which the 
phrase, ‘One shall chase a thousand” ori- 
ginated. (Deut. 32:30; Josh. 23:10.) To 
whom was the phrase originally applied,— 
““A Mother in Lireal 2” (Deborah.) Give 
the verse in which the phrase, “ The Lord 
of Hosts” originated? (2 Sam. 6: 2.) 

What was the familiar name of Kirjeth- 
arba? (Hebron.) 

What was the familiar name of Jerub- 
baal? (Gideon.) 

From what people was the Holy Land 
named Palestine? (The Philistines.) 

From what people did it receive the nam 
of Canaan? (The Canaanites.) : 


Remarks by the Pastor. 


A dying Sunday-school teacher tried to 
speak to her daughter at her bedside. She 
whispered eagerly, “ Bring—” and her voice 
failed. Again, “ Bring—.’ ‘ What shall 
I bring, mother?’ With an intense effort 
she was able to whisper, “ Bring forth the 
Fs ay Diadem’ and crown HIM Lord of 
all.’ 


Sing in closing, “All hail the power of 
Jesus’ name,” etc. 


(Notges.—It would add greatly to the interest 
and value of the Quarterly Keview ifa newspaper 
should be issued by those Sunday schools that 
can doso, paying the expense by advertisements or 
in some other manner, so that the papers can be 
given away, including the reports of secretary, 
treasurer, etc., and the “ Historical notes” of the 
historian a list of the best * helps” for the next 
quarter, with a few introductory suggestions in 
regard to it, and also the fo: lowing gleanings from 
the past quarter: 

Selections from Milton’s “Samson Agonistes.” 

Selections from Willis’s ‘‘ Jephthah’s Daughter.” 

Lange’s translation of the Song of Deborah. 

An epitome of Robertson’s masterly analysis of 
Eli’s character. (See “Sermons,” Vol, IJ. Fifth 
Series, No. 1 ) 

Gems of thought from the lesson prepgrations 
of the quarter. 

Seleciions from essays (requested a month be- 
forehand), by the young ladies of the Suuday- 
school on “ Deborah,” “ Ruth,” aod “Jephthah's 
Daughter.” (Each one choosing which of the three 
they will write about.) 

selections from essays (on same plan), by the 
young men on “Ehud,” “ Barak,” “Samson,” 
“Gideon,’ and “Saul.” 

Selections from essays of parents and teachers, 
on “ Hannah.” “ Naomi.” “ Eli,” aud “ Samuel.” 

Selections from “compositions” by boys and 
girlson “Samuel's Childhood.” 

_ Such a paper would be of great value at such a 
time—to be given away to all at the door as they 
are dismissed. ]} 





A PLAN oF ReEview.—A writer in The 
Baptist Teacher gives the following ex- 
cellent hints on reviewing : 

Open the school in the usual manner, 
reading the lesson in concert. 

What was the subject of Lesson I, of 
the current quarter? 

Repeat Golden Text. To be answered 
by the school in unison, or by classes, as 
previously arranged. 

What practical lessons for us? 

To be answered by some teacher or 
member of the Bible-class, previously 
appointed, in a three-minute speech, or 
essay, if a lady, bringing out and im- 
pressing on the school the most impor- 
tant points of the lesson. 

In this manner go through with each 
lesson. Then let the whole be summed 
up and applied by superintendent or 
pastor, if present, in a speech of five or 
ten minutes. 

In this way we have an interesting ex- 
ercise, besides getting as much out of the 
lessons as we well can in so sHort a time. 
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Books. 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ENG- 
LISH PEOPLE. By J. R. Green, M. A., 
Examiner in the School of Modern History, 
Oxford. With Maps, Tables and Index. 
8vo. pp. 823. New York: Harper & Bros. 
For a work covering the whole range of 
English history this is a unique and re- 
markable production. Instead of tracing 
mainly the red lines of war and carnage, 
and echoing the beat and blare of drums 
and trumpets, the author will have us catch 
with him rather the sounds of peace, the 
hum of industry and of schools, the under- 
tone of social, moral, literary, business and 
religious life. The stirring cries of political 
parties and movements, the clamors of the 
crowd, and the strifes of sects and classes are 
not excluded, nor of course is the clash of 
arms unheard; but the main purpose is to 
give a history, not of English kings or Eng- 
lish conquests, but of the English people. As 
a work it will stand apart from all others. 
Its exact equivalent has not before been pro- 
duced. It is the necessary counterpart and 
concomitant of all other English “histories.” 
It is not often that we get such an essential 
treasure out of a mine that has been worked 
for so many decades. We welcome the work 
asa positive addition to English historical 
literature. It brings the record down to the 
year 1874. 


OUR NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR: Re- 
cent Sketches of Mexico. By the Rev. Gil- 
bert Haven, D.D., Bishop in the M. E. 
Church. With Maps and Illustrations, 
Crown 8vo. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
A more beautiful volume of travels has not 
been published this season. The style is 
very delightful. The author is certainly a 
master of the descriptive art—indeed, is 
even too graphic sometimes for the reader’s 
thoroughly awakened sensibilities, More 
may be learned from this book concerning 
the religion, scenery, people, customs, his- 
tory, modern life and manners, etc., of Mexico 
and the Mexicans, than from any other one 
source we know. The story is peculiarly in- 
teresting and is made very real by the more 
than seventy splendid illustrations from 
sketches taken on the spot. The author’s 
standpoint is mainly a Protestant mission- 
ary one, and from this view he furnishes 
much for the thoughtful consideration of the 
Christian Church. But he is no less a good 
traveller and a shrewd political economist 
than a missionary bishop, and his work will 
have a value for special classes as well as 
for a very wide general public. 


TWELVE MONTHS IN MADAGAS- 
CAR. By Joseph Mullens, D.D., Foreign 
Secretary of the London Missionary Society. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers, The 
unusual facilities of the author have enabled 
him to give us one of the most.reliable as 
well as the freshest and most readable vol- 
umes concerning this remarkable Island 
ever published. Not only the history of its 
missions culminating in the wonderful re- 
ligious movement that literally carried the 
country over to Christianity is given, with 
the present condition of the native churches 
and schools and the whole religious life of 
the people, but all the other features of the 
Island, its scenery, soil, climate, produc- 
tions, the private and social life, laws, gov- 
ernment, etc. It is a complete view of the 
country, and wants but one thing,—a map,— 
which the author tantalizingly tells us he 
has prepared, but which the publishers have 
not given. Valuable as the half dozen illus- 
trations are, the map would have been more 
than worth them all. 


ROUTHERFORD’S LETTERS: With a 
Sketch of his Life. By the Rev. A. A. Bonar, 
Author of the Memoir of Robert Murray 
McCheyne. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. “ Holy Rutherford” he has been 
called, and few Christians have more emi- 
nently deserved the name. His letters are 
the love letters of the Church—the classics 
of devotional literature. Written two cen- 





turies ago they are still fragrant with the 
essences that filled them, and are giving 
forth their sweet odors to the Christian world 
to-day. They were the constant companions 
of the private hours of the sainted McCheyne, 
and Baxter said of them, “ Hold off the Bi- 
ble and such a book the world never saw.” 
This new edition retains the original letters 
with all their energy of diction, foot-notes 
being given of the Scottish words and idio- 
matic phrases that may need explanation. 
The book should be in every Christian’s 
library. It is a handsome octavo volume 
of 554 pages. 

FOUR YEARS IN ASHANTEE. By 
the Missionaries Ramseyer and Kuhne. 
Edited by Mrs. Weitbrecht; with an Intro- 
duction by the Rev. Dr. Gundert, and Pre- 
face by Theo. Christleib, D.D. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. One rarely reads 
a more startling tale of heroism than that 
told by the two German missionaries whose 
journal of labors, sacrifices, and sufferings 
makes up this volume. It constitutes one of 
the loudest possible appeals to the Christian 
Church throughout the world in the cause of 
missions. The political condition and the 
hopeful prospects of that remarkable country, 
with its commercial advantages, and re- 
ligious and social possibilities are all pre- 
sented in a most earnest light that must at- 
tract wide attention. Under the righteous 
rule of Great Britain, with the entrance 
and protection of the gospel ministry, this 
vastly extensive and powerful Kingdom of 
Western Africa may be brought to play a 
wonderful partin the civilization of that 
whole land. 

THE MORALS OF ABOU BEN AD- 
HEM. By Petroleum VY. Nasby (D. R. 
Locke). Author of “Swingin’ Round the 
Circle,” etc. Boston: Lee & Shepard. “The 
Postmaster of the Confedrit X Roads 
in Ky.,” whose satires on political men and 
parties attained considerable reputation in 
the Toledo Blade, and whose public read- 
ings have still further extended his name, 
appears now in a new field in the work be- 
fore us. It is a series of humorous and 
satirical sketches, mirth-provoking, some- 
times witty, sometimes wise, too often coarse, 
but withal containing grains of sound 
philosophizing on men and morals worth 
the way through the chaff to get at them. 
As a book for summer leisure it will have 
its momentary mission. 

WE AND OUR NEIGHBORS; or, The 
Records of an Unfashionable Street. A 
Novel. By Harriet Beecher Stowe. With 
Illustrations. New York: J.B. Ford & Co. 
This sequel to “ My Wife and I” will be re- 
garded as one of the best of Mrs. Stowe’s 
works. It abounds in the qualities which 
have marked her as a successful writer of 
fiction. The teachings of the story are of 
the most wholesome kind, especially in its 
strong inculcations of a tolerance of indi- 
vidual dispositions, tastes and convictions 
that may differ from one’s own, and a hearty 
sympathy and respect for all human kind. 
It is practically helpful, too, in its abound- 
ing hints on the regulation of home and 
social life. 

BREAKFAST, LUNCHEON AND 
TEA. By Marion Harland. New York: 
Scribner, Armstrong & Co. “Our women 
folk” pronounce this book to be a practical 
success; and they despise the ordinary 
“ cook-book” as a practical helper in the 
culture of the art culinary. Concerning no 
other literary works can the “ pudding” 
test be so readily put to the “proof” as to 
a work like this; and of none, surely, can 
we more hopefully beg that its contents be 
“read, marked, and inwardly digested !” It 
is a fitting companion to the author’s pre- 
vious volume, “ Common sense in the House- 
hold,” of which over 10,000 copies were 
sold, and it contains an entirely new and 
different set of recipes and suggestions. 

WOLF RUN; or, The Boys of the Wil- 
derness. By Rey. Elijah Kellogg. Boston: 
Lee & Shepard. The author is widely known 
as a writer for boys. There is a quick, 
bright movement in his narratives that the 





young eagerly appreciate and which consti- 
tutes perhaps the secret of his fascination 
over them. The story is of wild adventure 
with the beasts and the red men of the 
forest, and of hardships and perils incident 
to a settler’s life. It is the second volume of 
the “Forest Glen Stories,” a series to be 
completed in six volumes. 


THE SATIRES OF A. PERSIUS 
FLACCUS. Edited by Basil L. Gilder- 
sleeve, Ph. D. (Gottingen), LL. D., Profes- 
sor of Greek in the University of Virginia. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. Students 
of the classics will be delighted with this 
edition of the poet Persius. The notes are 
very full and denote high scholarly attain- 
ments. The introduction is also a masterly 
historical sketch. The Latin text is nearly 
perfect for beauty, and we doubt not, from 
the marks of conscientious care in every 
part, for accuracy. This difficult author 
will not be so great a bugbear to students 
under the helpful tuition and inspiration of 
Prof. Gildersleeve’s admirable text-book, 
which will undoubtedly be widely received 
as a standard classic. 


A “DOUBLE STORY. By George Mac- 
Donald. New York: Dodd & Mead. Dainty 
volume as the publishers have made with 
their unique cover and red edges and beau- 
tiful type and pauper, the soul of this little 
story shines resplendent far beyond the 
covers of the book, and lights and cheers 
the reader. It is a most sweet and true al- 
legory, teaching beautiful life lessons very 
beautifully. Old and young alike may de- 
light in and profit by it. 

MORNING HOURS IN PATMOS. 
The Opening Vision of the Apocalypse, 
and Christ’s Epistle to the Seven Churches 
of Asia. By the Rev. A. C. Thompson, 
D.D., author of “Seeds and Sheaves,” etc. 
New York: American Tract Society. This 
work is mainly expository and devotional, 
and is well fitted to comfort, instruct and 
exalt the believer by bringing him into 
blessed fellowship with St. John the reve- 
lator, and inviting him to share with him 
the heavenly visions. 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. By the Rev. 
Julius H. Seelye, Professor in Amherst Col- 
lege. New York: Dodd & Mead. No au- 
thority on the subject commands higher 
respect than the author. Such a terse, clear, 
and altogether satisfactory grouping we 
have not seen as is here compacted in six 
short lectures and one sermon. The book 
should become a seminary text-book, and 
be read by all Christian workers. 


MABEL WALTON’S EXPERIMENT. 
By Joanna H. Mathews. New York: 
Robert Carter & Bros. Few writers have 
attained to the skill of the author of “The 
Bessie Books” in portraying the ways of 
very little people.. Every volume from her 
pen has a noble purpose. The present 
teaches the lesson of thoughtful considera- 
tion for others, emphasizing the ugliness of 
heedlessness and willful obstinacy. 


THE LITTLE FOLKS OF REDBOW. 
By Mary A. Denison, Author of ‘“ Mill 
Agent,” ‘“‘Out of Prison,” etc. Boston: 
Henry A. Young & Co, A story of young 
life, indoors and out, with its pleasures, 
ambitions, cares and disappointments— 
quite naturally told. 


STONES AND DIAMONDS. By Mrs. E. 
E. Boyd. Boston: Henry A. Young & Co. 
In this story the discipline of duties and 
trials brings out of the dull stones of worldly 
and selfish lives, bright diamonds of trust 
and love and other graces of the Christian 
character. 


A SPIRIT IN PRISON; or, The Pastor’s 
Son. By Clara F. Guernsey. Boston: Henry 
A. Young € Co. A Roman Catholic story, 
of the rather stereotyped order. 


The Service of Praise; or, Hymns and 
Tunes and Scripture Lessons. Arranged 
for Praise-meetings and Public Worship. 
By the Rev. W. T. Eustis, of Springfield, 
en New York: Scribner, Armstrong & 
Co. Some 400 hymns and tunes are in this 
collection. When we consider that only 
about 100 hymns are in ordinary use in our 
worshiping congregations, this gives an 
ample field for selection, The peculiarity 
of this new book over most congregational 
hymn and tune books is its arrange- 





ment to meet the growing want for “ praise- 
services” by which all the people may unite 
in intelligent, devout, and spiritually in- 
structive singing in the sanctuary. Nearly 60 
Scripture themes are chosen, and each is made 
the subject of a praise-exercise complete by 
itself. The book will be found to be very 
useful as a supplement to the hymn-book in 
use in any of the churches, while many will 
deem it to be Jarge enough and full enough 
and rich enough to hold the first place in 
the chapel and church worship. 


D. L. Moody's Addresses and Lectures, With 
a Narrative of the Awakening in Liverpool 
and London. New York: A. D. F. Randolph 
& Co. We believe that Mr. Moody has 
generally been averse to having his ad- 
dresses fully reported. This pamphlet, 
however, supplies us with reprinted ‘ ver- 
batim reports’ of some ten or twelve of 
his addresses and lectures. The Christian 
public will thank the reporters and the pub- 
lishers for deciding against Mr. Moody in, 
this matter. The addresses on ‘‘ The Blood,” 
‘* Excuses, ‘‘Saved or Lest,’’ ‘‘ Heaven,’’ 
etc., are specimens of lay preaching that 
may well be studied and their spirit be 
caught by all workers for souls. The nar- 
rative part occupies one-third of the pam- 
phlet, which has 100 pages, double-columns. 


‘* Nurses for the Needy in the Homes of the 
London Poor,’ by L. N. R., and ‘ The 
Golden Chain,’ by Miss Marsh, author of 
‘* English Hearts and Hands,” ‘‘ Memoirs 
of Capt. Hedley Vicars,” etc., are two re- 
markable books, very timely, and to be 
read not only, but studied, by all Christian 
workers, and especially by our noble 
women. The practical directions, the re- 
corded facts, the information and the stimu- 
lus to be gained from these books are posi- 
tively invaluable to all whose love for Christ 
leads them out as Bible-readers, tract dis- 
tributors and visiting Sunday-school teach- 
ers to carry the gospel to those who will not 
come to our churches and Sunday-schools 
to get it. Published in this country by 
Robert Caster & Brothers, New York. 


Ocean Born is the last of six volumes con- 
stituting the ‘Yacht Club Series,” by 
‘Oliver Optic.” It is racy of the sea 
breezes—amusing, exaggerated, well told, 
and captivating to the average boy mind. 
The author writes with the aim to interest 
and amuse, but not solely; he also means to 
instruct and to benefit the great assemblage 
of youthful readers that cluster around his 
almost multitudinous works. Boston: Lee 
& Shepard. 


Songs of Delight is a new collection of 
hymns and tunes forthe Sunday-school and 
for general occasions where old and young 
meet together for Christian worship. 
There is an altogether unusual number of 
original —_ in the book, at least one 
hundred being the —— of the edi- 
tor and publisher, Z. M. Parvin, of Griggs- 
ville, Ills. Schools that arein search of a 
a book of really new tunes will do well to 
examine if. 


“ Queen Louisa of Prussia ;” “The Squire 


of Walton Hall;” “Helen’s Cloud,” and 
“The Full Envelope” are all recent publi- 
cations by Nelson & Phillips, of New York, 
and very well suited for Sunday-school pur- 
poses. The last named is a collection of 
anecdotes and illustrations useful for teachers 
and talkers to children. We have before 
noticed these volumes. They may be had, 
as also all the other publications of Nelson 
& Phillips, of Messrs. Perkinpine & Higgins 
in Philadelphia. 


““ The City by the Sea’’ is a beautifully pre- 
pared pamphlet showing up with all the 
enticements of the engraver’s art the attrac- 
tions of Atlantic City, New Jersey, a sea-side 
resort that is coming to be more and more 
sought as its many advantages become 
known. Itis published by J. B. Lippincott 
¢ Co., Philadelphia, 


Rape of the Gamp. By C. Welsh Mason. 
Illustrated. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
This clever English story has been for 
months running through the pages of Har- 
per’s Magazine. It is deserving of a whole- 
somer title. 


“The Brook” and “The Tide Turning” 
are two touching and very effective tem- 

rance stories bound in one volume and 
issued by the National Temperance Society. 
They are commended to Sabbath-schools. 








THE 
TIMES 








x rr an 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(CASH IN ADVANCE.) 





—_—— 


Single Copy, (one year), $2.00 
Pastors ‘¢ “6 1.50 
Superintendents, ‘* 1.50 
CLUB RATES: 
Ten Copies, sé 17.50 
Twenty ‘¢ 6s 30.00 
Thirty 6 66 37.50 
Fifty 66 66 50.00 
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Advertising Department. 


EW YORK, via LONG, BRANCH, AND_THE 
NEW JERSEY SOUTHERN RAILROAD. 

Fare between Philadelphia and New York only 
$2.25. Commencing Monday, April 19, 1875, 

Leave Philadelphia foot of Market Street. 
(Upper Ferry.) 

11.15 a.M. For New York, Long Branch, Ocean 
Grove, Toms River and Tuckerton. 

5.00 PM. For Whitings, Barnegat and Tuckerton, 

Returning leave New York, Pier 8, N.R. 9 45 A.M, 

Ticket offices—No. 700 Chestnut Street, and 
Market Street Ferry. 

Reduced rates for Special Excursion Trains to 
Long Branch, to Sunday-schools and Churches. 
WM.8.SNEDEN, CHAS P, McFADDIN, 

Gen’l Manager. Gen’‘l Ticket Agent. 





LADIES’ SUITS 


—- AND— 


UNDERWEAR. 


MARTER & Co., 


4&6N. EIGHTH STREET, 
—AND— 
No. 20 S. EIGHTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


HAVE NOW OPEN 


PONGEE 
SILK | LADIES’ SUITS 
POPLIN | aie 
MOHAIR | 
LINE 
PLAID | COSTUMES. 
ALSO 
CORSETS, SHIRTS, 
CH EMIAISES, snares | LADIES’ 
NIGHT DRESSES, UNDERGAR- 
DRESSING SACQUES. MENTS. 


CHILDREN’S GOODS. 
PIQUE SUITS 
BRAIDED SUITS, 


LINEN SUITS, 
MERINO CLOAKS, LONG DRESSES, 
PIQUE CLOAKS, SHORT DRESSES, 
WALKING CLOAKS., LACE CAPS, 
ALSO 
LINEN DUSTERS, 
TRAVELING SUITS, 
CASHMERE SACQUES, 
LADIES’ WRAPPERS. 17-18 








3936 Locust St. 
HERBERT MW. MORSE, 


Ice Cream and Fine Confectionery. 


Makes a SPECIALTY in serving ALL Sunday- 
school Parties; Festivals, and Entertainments for 
the Young, at REASONABLE PRICES. 


H. M. MORSE. 


3936 


[17-15-26teow 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILA, 17-6-52 








Mirs.W.H.Helweg.] Established 1854. [P. Kessel. 
HELWEG & CO., 


FINE BOOTS and SHOES, 


No. 614 ARCH ST., PHILA. 
Gents’ and Boys’ Boots, Shoes and Gaiters always on 
hand and made to order. Repairing posety 
attended to. Ag Orders from abroad always 
receive special attention. 17-8-13e0w 








187°. poIwESsT 


PAPER HANGINGS. 


NEW PATTERNS. 


HOWELL & BOURKE, 


MANUFACTURERS. 


An entirely new assortment for Retail Sales. 
Special attention given to hanging. 


HOWELL & BOURKE, 
21-4] N.E. Cor. 4th & Market Sts. 











ELLWOOD CARPET CLEANING 
AND SCOURING COMPANY. 
C ARPETS Taken up, Shaken and Relaid. 
Cleaned upon the Floor. 
Office, 506 West Twenty-first St. 
West of 10th Avenue, 


JOSEPH WELLWOOD, Prop’r. N. Y. 


[17-10-52 





THE “PARAGON "@§ 
SKIRT SUPPORTER 


Secures health and comfort, is 
easily adjusted to iadies or misses, 
It can be worn with or without any 
Corset. Tryitand you will never 
regretit. Price, 50 Cents. 
Lady Agents Wanted. 
Manufactured solely by 
C.A. BALDWIN & CO., 


Corset Manuft’rs, New Haven, Ct. 













CHURCH. ORGANS. 

At lowest price consistent with the quality given 

and guaranteed. Send Stamp for Catalogues. 
B. & @. 6. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 





~ Builders of nearly 800 organs, including the 
Six largest and most complete in the country. 
Established 1827. 17-326e0w 





- ROBERT PATON & SON, 


Manufacturer of 


Chore an Sil Purr 


ew 
Style of 
Superinten- 
dent’s 


Desk. : 

SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, & 

No 26 Grove Street, New York. 

N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are ac- 
knowledged favorites. Bleecker Street and 8th 
Avenue cars pass within one block of the door. 

a@- Send stamp for Catalogue, {17-14-26e0w 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Co rand Tin 
mounted with the best GPotary Hang 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Farms. 
‘actories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc. 


Warrante 1, 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 East Second 8t.,Cincinnatd 























MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 
Bansingiare, : Superior Quality of BELLS. CHURCH 


CHAPEL BELLS a Specialty. 
Catalogues sent free, 


aa Illustrated 17-1-52 





- =- 





John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting. — 


J.& G. H. GIBSON ,“attique Church Glass, ac. 
123 & 12% South Eleventh 8t., Phila. [17-13-52 














mJ. &R. LAMB.59.CARMINEST.N.Y 
ii] Pulpits- CHAIRS COMMUNION Tabies 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
/ Silk S.$. Banners in colors & gold, $6. 
Catalogues, 850 Tus., posttree, 15 es, 


17-16-52 


ELOCUTION. SUMMER COURSE. 
NATIONAL SCHOOL of ELOCUTION & ORATORY, 
No. 1418 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILA. 
J. W. Shoemaker, A.M. Principal. 
Term begins June 2ist. [23-4] Send for Prospectus. 


WM. FEWSMITH'S SCHOOL. 


Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
17-6-52 1008 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 


VOICE CULTURE 


Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 
1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in National School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chetnut Streets, Phila. 17-10-52t, 
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825. THE PENNSYLVANIA 1875. 
Fire Insurance Company, 
Philadelphia. 
Incorporated 1825, 
Capital, $400,000.00. Assets, $1.572,139.92. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 





WM. G, CROWELL, Secretary. 17-7-52 
a day guaranteed using our Wel\ 
Auger & Drilis. $100 a month 
paid to good Agents, Auger book 
free. Jilz Auger Co., St. Louis, Mo, 
22-6 








AGENTS WANTED {<: h fustox, sot 
Send for circulars and our Ba pated cogrpnneny 
NATIONAL PUBLISHING CO., Phila.,Pa. 21-4 





Beautiful French Oj] Chromes,size 9x11, 
mounted ready fur framing, s: ot post- 
paid for ON DOLLAR. Grandest chance 
ever offered to Agents. For particulars 
send stamp. Address, F. P, GLUCK, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 17-18-52p 








IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 


If you wish any 


Sunday-School Library Books, Rewards 
or Requisites, 
to write for a Catalogue to 
PERKINPINE ¢ HIGGINS, 


17-7-26 830 Arch Street, Philadelphia 





VOICE OF GOD 
By Rev. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 

Anew and vaiuable Book of absorb- 
ing interest, Itisa Complete Compen- 
dium of Sacred History, Biography 
and Chronology. It contains all the 
Historic and Legendary Lore of the 
Bible, Biographical Accounts of ite 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Priests, Kings 
and Heroes. Also the occurrences of 
Four Hundred Years, from the last of 
the Prophets to the birth of Christ (not 
found in any other single volume). A 
royal octavo of 800 pages, embellished 
with numerous handsome engravings. 

Liberal terms to Agents. 


Millers’ Bible and Publishing House, 


13-13 1102 & 1104 Sansom St., Phila, 








REV. DR. SPEER’S NEW BOOK. 
JUST ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


God’s Rule ” Christian Giving | 


A PRACTICAL ESSAY ON 


THE SCIENCE OF CHRISTIAN 
ECONOMY. 


16mo, Cloth, Price, 75 cents. 








JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1834 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











—-THE— 


S aed Cantata 


JESUS 
THE FRIEND OF CHILDREN 


This Cantata will take rank among the 
Best Prodictions of its Class, 


20: 

















E HAVE PRINTED, IN A NEAT 

Pamphlet, the whole Cantata, Words 
and Music, and have it For Sale at: this 
Office—PRICE 25 CENTS PER COPY. Special 
Discounts will be made to Sunday-schools 
and Societies desiring to give the piece. It 
is adapted to the capacity of almost every 
Sunday-school in the country. 





In order to render “ THE CANTATA” effec- 
tively, there should be a chorus of forty or 
fifty young ladies and gentlemen, or girls 
and boys. A large piano and cabinet-organ 
will do for instruments. The overture may 
either be an arrangement of all the times in 
one piece, or any set instrumental piece of 
five or eight minutes. 

The Recitations, on the 10th and 19th 
pages, should be by twelve young ladies, in 
concert. The descriptive parts should be 
read by a good reader, or they may be re- 
placed by instrumental interludes, 

The song of the little ones, page 11, 
“Happy and Free,” should bé sung by a 
group of twelve little girls, taking hold of 
hands in acircle and walking round and 
round as they sing. 

The Pilgrim Song, page 13, should be 
sung by a group of young men. The first 
three verses to be sung in another room; 
the door should be gradually opened, so that 
the sound will represent the approaching 
procession. As they commence singing the 
fourth verse, they should come on to the 
platform, and the whole chorus should join 
in singing the remaining verses. 

The Dialogue Song, page 14, the young 
men sing the first line loud and strong. The 


young ladies the second line very soft, and - 


so on alternately through the piece. 
Address, 


TIMES PRINTING HOUSE, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILA. 





NOW READY! 


THE NEW ILLUSTRATED WORK 


A Century After. 


Picturesque Glimpses of Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania. 

Including Fairmount. the Wissahickon, and other 
Romantic Localities, with the Cities and 
Landscapes of the State. 

A PICTORIAL REPRESENTATION 
of Scenery, Architecture, Life, Manners, and 
Character,’ Edited by Edward Strahan. ‘To be 
published in fifteen semi-monthly parts, at 50 
cents each, Each part will contain a large num- 
ber of finely-executed wood-cuts, from designs 
by Moran, Woodward, Hamilton, F. B. Schell, KE. 
B. Bensell, W. L. Shepard, and others, printed on 
heavy toned paper, size 10x12. Sold only by 

subscription. 
Agents Wanted Everywhere. 


ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT & J.W. LAUDERBACH, 
PUBLISHERS. 
2-4 2328, Fifth Street, Philadelphia, 











The Speller’s Vade-Mecum. 


WEBSTER'S 


Pocket Dictionary. 


Abridged from Webster's Quarto, illustrated 
with nearly TWO HUNDRED Engravings. This 
volume embraces a careful selection of more than 
18,000 of the most important words of the lan- 
guage, and contains 


TABLES OF MONEY, WEIGHT & MEASURE, 


ABBREVIATIONS, 


WORDS, PHRASES, PROVERBS, &C., 
from the Greek, the Latin, and the Modern Lan- 
guages, RULES FOR SPELLING, &c., making the 
most complete and useful pocket companion ex- 
tant. It beautifully printed on tinted paper, 
and bound in Morocco, Tucks, pit edges, $1. For 
Sale everywhere. Sent by mail on receipt of the 


rice. 

Pe“TVISON, BLAKEMAN, TAYLOR & 00. 
Publishers of Webster’s School Dictionaries, 

21-4] 1388 & 140 Grand St., New York. 


MORNING HOURS IN PATMOS. 


A valuable devotional work by Rev. A. C. 
THOMPSON, of Boston. $1.25. 


FLOY LINDSLEY AND HER FRIENDS. 
By the popular author of “Summer in the Forest,” 
is a grand book for young people. $1.25, 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philadelphia : 1408 Chestnut Street. H.N.'THISSELL. 























M'ssoue COUNTY BONDS. Dade, Green, Cole, 
Ralls, Lincoln, Cooper, Morgan, Howard, 
J ; Pike, Pettes, and other County Bonds 
wanted. Land Warrants purchased, Correspon- 
dence elites 


L A. GAYLORD, St. Louis. 23-4 








UNKLE’S MAGIC HAIR RESTORER 
contains no sulphur, lead, silver, dirt, or 
Tease; does not crisp hai 
; Testores y, mixed, red, light or faded 
hair to a beau 80: ossy brown or black, in 
from one to three applications. Each bottle war- 
ranted or money refunded, Sent to any address 
on receipt of price, $1 per bottle. Applied free of 
charge at the Depot and Office, 916 VINE STREET. 
Try it. a> State where you saw this card, 17-8-52 








Tata, Packace puss. For cir- 
culars, evidence of success, ete., 
, No. 257 Main Street, Richmond Ind, 


17-4-13e0W 


EPILEPSY OR Supe Cust by the use of Ross’ Epileptie 
B 











ASTHM CURED !—For circular and price address 
8. C. UPHAM, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


SUPERFLUOUS HAIR *s"c?o ri, Putte 
. 15-13 








EARING RESTORED. Great invention. Book 
Free, G. J. WOOD, Madison, Ind. 





A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 

re uted equal to any made; solid gold fill- 

ings, $3; silver fillings, $1, New York Rooms, 
Established 1851. Dr. MEADER,'262 6th Avenue, 
17-7-22x15e0w 


lien) DR. TAYLOR’S 


Celebrated Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without injury 








to the enamel, WARRANTED 


General Depot: °°°rntiade., ras” 
4@%-SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.-@a [17-13-52 





.COPP & CO. 


A 
em Successors to MRS. GEO. COPP, 


General Furnishing Undertakers, 
—435 VINE STREET.— 17-11-52 





Jims JAMES MCKNIGHT, 
viens. | FOMbishing Undertaker 





WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice, Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day, W. JAMES mk 

-10-52 
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Insurance. 


THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSUR- 
ANCE SOCIETY. 


If people believed what they frequently 
utter about the uncertain duration of 
life and the ever present certainty of 
death, would there be any necessity for 
reasoning with them on the subject of 
life insurance? The truth is that men 
give assent to such statements in the in- 
tellect only, while in the heart each one 
declares that he does not expect to die 
for many years; but, on the contrary, 
that he intends to live until he can en- 
joy some of those bright expectations of 
life which often arise in the fancy. That 
is the reason why many a man who loves 
his family thinks he can do without the 
aid of life insurance. 

But suppose it should be revealed to 
such a man that he will actually die 
during the present year. What will he 
do? And how does any man know that 
he will not die this year? That question 
suggests at once the necessity and value 
of life insurance, An insurance policy 
can not interfere with any of our hopes 
for a long life, but it will make some re- 
alization of them certain, For true it is 
that Death is always threatening us, and 
the best preparation for its immediate 
consequences, as far as a dependent 
family is concerned, is furnished only by 
those beneficent institutions of which 
the Equitable Life Assurance Society is 
a noble example, 





CATARRH, Ear Discharges, and Partial 
Deafness cured. Dr. Hartley, Markoe 
House, 919 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
will treat all responsible persons free of 
charge until cured. Consultations free. 
Houre, 9 to 3 o’clock daily. 








_ Special Notices. 


E. F. KUNKEL’S 
BITTER WINE OF IRON. 


The suocess and delight of te peo le. a 
fact, nothing of the kind has ever been 0 red to 
American people which has so quickly found ite. ar 
into the r Good favor and he approval as E. 
KUN va Brrrer Wine or Tron. It does’ all it 
p and thus gives universal satisfaction, It is 
guaranteed to cure the worst case of dyspepsia or in- 
digestion. kidney or liver disease, weak ness, nervous- 
ness, Constipation, acidity of the stomach. &c, Get 
the genuine. Only sold in $1 bottles. Depot and 
Office, 29 North Ninth St., Philadelphia. Ask for 
KUN KEL’s, and take no other. Sold by all druggists. 


259 Tape Worm Removed Alive. 259 


Head and all complete, in two hours. No fee till 
head passes. Seat, Pin and Stomach Worms removed 
by Dr. KUNKEL, 259 North Ninth St. Advice free. 
No fee until cured. Ask for KUNKEL’s WorM 
Syrup. Price, $,and guaranteed. Send for — 

24- 





Mvertising Department. 


WIDE AWAKE! 


The New Illustrated Boston Magazine 
FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS. = 


20 Cents a namber. 82.00 a year. 


This new magazine is designed for all the chil- 
dren Itempl ‘ys the most interesting pens and 
pencils, Itis full of pleasant information, bright 
stories and beautiful pictures. Two American 
continued stories by well-known authors are be- 
gun in the first number. 

Read “ The Cooking Club of Tu-Whit Hollow ‘pf 

Read “ Young Rick,” by the author of “ Strik- 
ing for the Right.” 

ead the English Serial, “‘ Tom’s Opinion !” 

Read Loufbe Chandler Moulton's delightful 
story. 

Read Geo. MacDonald's New Story. 

See Beautiful Pictures. 

* Wide Awake” isa Magazine that 8.8 Superin- 
tendents can conscientiously recommend to their 
scholars for week-day reading. Special induce- 

ments given to Superintendents, Teachers, and 
Scholars, to assist in extending its circulation. 
Ask your bookseller for it. ELLa FARMAN, Editor. 


3. LOTHROP & Co., Publishers, 
4-2 BOSTON. 








A household treasure you will find 
EUREKA, every time; 
A sewing silk, of honest length, 
Tis known in every clime. 








Competition Confounded !! 


THE UNRIVALLED EXCELLENCE 
AND POPULARITY OF 


BIGLOW & MAIN’S 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
Song Books 


—PLACES THEM— 

FAR IN ADVANCE 
—OF ALL— 
COMPETING BOOKS. 
Booksellers know this, for they sell them. 


BRIGHTEST & BEST 


(JUST rE ane. ) 
OVER 100.0°O COPIES 


sOL 
DELIVERED DURING MONTH OF MAY. 


ROYAL DIADEM 


(A worthy favorite.) aBovutT 400,000 coPriEs soLp. 


- PURE GOLD 


(OF WORLD-WIDE FAME.) NEARLY ONE MILLION 
COPIES HAVE BEEN SOLD. 


WINNOWED HYMNS 
For Prayer and Social Meetings, 


Is being adopted, arerywhare. Over 350,000 
Copi ee Glready so) d, 





Cony of either of t of the above sent by mail, 
sal on receipt of twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
23-4] 91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


THE | THE SONG BOOK 
BEST SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


fospel Songs 
BOON a atten 


animated by ata that will live. 
Pure, Simple and Powerful. 


tHE FigLp| “GOSPEL SONGS” 


Contains ee Songs sung by Ira D 
Sankey in the great revivals in 
England and Scotland. 


Chosen over yf others for the State* 

GOSPEL, Meeti ws s of New York, lowa, Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin, and others. 

Price 35 cts.; $3.60 per Doz. 

Single annem $0"): _ on receipt 


SON (iN JOHN CHURCH & CO, 


CINCINNATI, O. 











—IN— 











—-FOoOR— 


MUSIC TEACHERS. 


Now examine and 4 select bas books for the next sea- 
son's campaign. In our catalogue, (sent free,) 
you will find all you need, and of the best quality. 


WE NOW REMIND YOU OF OUR 


SONG MONARCH, 


ENTS. 
Unequalled as a pi BY book for singing schools. 


American School Music Readers 


Book I[ (35 cents), Book II (50 cents), Bo 
(50 cents). Excellent graded books for Debate, 


RICHARDSON’S 


New Method for Planotort, 


The greatest and best erg Piano instruction books. 


CLARKE’S 


New Method for Reed Organs 


Which occupies nt ake the same position, 
with respect to books of its class, as Richard 
son’s does to other Pianoforte Methods. And if, 
as is likely, you are a leader of a choir or musi- 
cal society, you will find excellent materia! in 
our new boots, Thomas's Quartetsand Antbems, 
($2.50,) or Perkins's Anthems, ($1.50, or Four 
Part German Songs, ($1.50,) for Mixed Voices, or 
Dank’'s Anthem Services. (Episcopal) $2 50. 

Sent Postpaid for Retail Prices, Sold by all prin- 


cipal music dealers. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., CHAS. H. DITSON & CO., 
Boston, 711 Br’dway, 4. Y. 














A _ PULPIT WANTED, 


For a middle aged Presbyterian Minister; a good 
reacher; successful Pastor; Sabbath- scheat man ; 
an indefati a worker—seconded by a noble, 
rown —all musicians. Salary no object. 
foun or ‘awa; Independent Church. ull 
particular se on on how Yor! to RALPH WELLS, 

lew York City. 32 
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NUnday-School Journal 


Edited by J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 


Every reader of The Sunday-School Times should 
subscribe for it. It is the ablest and best 
Sunday-School Magazine published 
Price per year, postpaid, single copy, 65 cents. 
Clubs of Six 55 cents each. 

Address, NELSON & PHILLIPS. Publishers, 


805 BROADWAY, N. Y. 











UNSURPASSED (for Excellence). 
Map of Palestine (Osborn & Coleman’s), — $15. 
Map of Jerusalem . x8, 12 
Anniversa Exercises 100 ivactetien. 
Aids to Study of 8 8. Lessons, 1875. 
ALL Supp.iises for Schools, ‘from least want to the 
reatest, on most favorable terms. 
Send for Catalogues and all orders to 


GARRIGUES BROTHERS, Phila., Pa. 
15-13 

















GET THE BEST! 


“JOYFUL SONGS; 


BY JAMES R. MURRAY, 
Author of “ Pure Diamonds,” 
Is the largest, best, and most popular Sunday- 
school Music-book. Send 35 cents for specimen 
copy. Price, in boards, $30 per hundred, Sold 
by most book-sellers. 





Brainard’s Masical World. A monthly 
Magazine. Each number contains 36 pages of 
choice new music and interesting reading. $2 
year. Sample copy, containing $2 worth of music, 
sent on receipt of 25 cents. 





4 Our large and complete Catalogue of mtisic 
and books sent free to any address on application. 
FOR SALE BY 
GARRIGUES BROS., Philadelphia. 


§. BRAINARD’S SONS, 


Music Publishers, 
14-13] CLEVELAND, OHIO. 











Beautiful French Of! Chromos, size 9x11 

aa 7 AIOE ramlte sent postpaid 
for ON LAR. _ Grandest 
chance an offered to pte 8 For partic- 
ulars send stamp. Address F. P. Gluck, 











New Ledtord, Mass, 











AGENTS WANTED. The CENTENNIAL 
GAZETTEER of the United States. Shows 
the grand results of 300 years of Freedom and 
Progress. New and complete. Over 1000 pages, 
Tilustrated. Everybody buys it, and agents make 
from $100 to $200 a month. Address, 

J.C. McCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. |16-7eow 











REN YOU WANT BOOKS send to G. E. 
STEVENS «& CO,, Cincinnati, O. Ask oor 
Any boo« sent on receipt of price. 4-18 








HALL TREADLE 


FOR SEWING MACHINES. 


The most important improvement ever made. 
It saves Jabor and preserves health. No more dis- 
eases and deaths, side or back aches from using 
Sewing Machines. No teaching required. A child 
can runit. Always starts the right way. Never 
goes backwards and breaks things. Can be stop- 
ped instantly. With it on your machine. you ean 
do double the work you can without it. Fifty 
stitches can be made with one pressure of one foot. 
It can be applied to any Sewing Machine. Ap- 
proved by Mass, State Board of Health, (See offi- 
cial report, 1872,) Mass. Med. Society, and Mass, 
Charitable Mechavies Association. 


TREADLES GIVEN AWAY 


on all Sewing Machines sold by us. Machines of 
all kinds for sale, at lowest prices. Send for 
Circular. Agents wanted. 


HALL TREADLE CO., 
498 Washington St., cor. Bedford St., Boston. [24-4 


BUSINESS CARD 


From the Publisher, 


To Supt’s & Teachers : 
who are engaged in 








Life Insurance, 
Fire Insurance, 
Sewing Machines, 
Book Publishing, 
Merchandising, 
Manufacturing, 


or any and every other calling to which public 
attention needs to be directed : 

Do you, in arranging your advertising, realize 
the fact that The Sunday-School Times is the only 
weekly paper that reaches, with its large circu- 
lation, many of the very patrons whom most of 
all you wish to know, and that in serving your- 
selves by using our columns as the medium, you 
will also aid in sustaining your own valued 
paper, The Times? 

Respectfully, 
JOHN WANAMAKER. 





OF ANY, 
OF ALL 


the religious weeklies that claim the attention 
of Christian people, none are more 
deserving than 


The Sunday-School Times, 
The Sunday-School Times, 


It is a grand good paper for the Christian 
home as well as for the Sabbath-school. It 
is not a “children’s paper,” at all, as that 
term is technically used, but it has some- 
thing in it for the children. And while it 
is a paper for general religious reading in the 
family, and among all classes, its great distine- 
tion is, nevertheless, that it is a paper for 


LIVE CHRISTIAN WORKERS, 


in every department of earnest labors for 
Christ; and especially where such laborers are 


sure to be found, most actively and earnestly 
engaged in 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


It is emphatically the Sunday-school teachers’ 
and workers’ organ, containing everything that 
an inquiring, zealous, growing Sunday-schoo 
man or woman can need in the way of 
NEWS, 
LESSON NOTES, 
CONCERT EXERCISES, 
HELPS AND COUNSELS, 
BLACKBOARD SKE TCHES, 
WARNINGS and ENCOURA GEMEN TS, 
METHODS AND RESUL TS, 
HINTS AND DIRECTIONS, 
THOUGHTS AND FACTS, 
ADDRESSES 


by leading Sunday-school teachers. 
IN SHORT, EVERYTHING 


that comes within the scope of a great 
metropolitan religious and family journal, 
having especial leanings toward the inter- 
ests of the rising generation, is to be found 
in the columns of 


The Sunday-School Times. 


The Sunday-School Times, 
Is 
Full to the Brim, 


every week, with 








Pare, Rich, | Fresh, Wise, 
“true, { Brave, | doyous, | Warm, 
Bright, ! Sound, | Sensible, | Hopeful, 
Happy, | Right, | Lively, | cheery, 





Loving, | Racy, Solid, | Winsome, 














Good, | Hearty, | Royal, 


READING. 
(Send for Sample Copy.) 





Address, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Publisher, 


610 CHEsTNUT STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA. 








